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Local Administrative Organizations in Pattani Province
in Fostering Relations between Religious Leaders for Peace
in the Southern Border Provinces

Punyawan Jitprakong?

ABSTRACT

This research aims to study local administrative organizations in Pattani
Province and their fostering relationships with religious leaders to promote peace
in Thailand’s Southern border provinces. Employing a qualitative research
methodology, the study conducted in-depth interviews with personnel from
selected local administrative organizations in Pattani Province, namely the Pattani
Provincial Administrative Organization, Pattani Municipality, and Na Ket Subdistrict
Administrative Organization. The findings reveal that religious leaders play
a pivotal role as intermediaries between the state and citizens, with their
contributions categorized into four distinct dimensions: 1) facilitating policy
communication and articulating community needs between government and
citizens, 2) establishing safe spaces for dialogue and mediation, 3) contextualizing
religious principles within contemporary social frameworks, and 4) serving as
social role models. The study demonstrates that local administrative organizations
can effectively cultivate relationships with religious leaders through several
strategic approaches: integrating traditional mechanisms with modern governance
structures, creating inclusive spaces for meaningful participation, harmonizing
public policies with religious and cultural contexts, leveraging the unique
capacity of religious leaders to transcend cultural boundaries, and establishing

institutional frameworks that support participatory decentralization. These findings
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underscore that developing locally rooted peace processes through collaborative
partnerships between local administrative organizations and religious leaders
represents a crucial strategy for addressing conflicts in Thailand’s Southern border

provinces.

Keywords: Religious Leaders, Local Administrative Organizations, Peace,
Local Peacebuilding, Southern Border Provinces
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fiuunaAnnsa3iAiwisA N (3la (spaces of trust) 713 AN AN
s & y o Aoy . 4 :
ansasssiufiwisannBaslandsififinnsyareuasuanfewsendng
N’]?JG]’NGTVINF]'NN‘*LI@LLENﬂu(PhllpO’[t 2007, p. 518) FyaaAndasiuaNITANE
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=h_

4 < ! v
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Usnfuilioranndastiomidy Eos “AngRosaniunisiuinion
panndaugie” Tasdifiudn “aougisssnlniufiasfaaulfidasins i
asfsznaudmanniafifieadiosiunansy fsssnBeanusigg anugRasan
\BINGANY LLﬂxﬂ’J’mﬂﬁﬁ‘i‘ENL%QTWNN%N” (Neelapaijit, 2012, pp. 167-169)
Fagnnumauuazipimaunaansafiummdndny unnaednefuiidmsy
NITUIUNNTLATITHBIRN WA A

3. MTUTHINTUIUNERE1TRETULT UV AM IR IHUETTH

e sAnELdn BednslnasasdeuTinsiuaswiIEnisysonnIs
wlaungasrssdinduusummismauuaz SamnsssniIuNIg I e
Lﬁuﬂﬂfﬂ@fﬁﬁfﬁumﬁLmmuTﬂmﬁsﬁﬁﬂ@mmémﬁ’uﬁﬁ%ﬁmLme’mL%‘ﬂ
PBIUTTEITU ANHULAINANIFDAARBINUUUIAANITULAN N TMUTTTH
499 Hermans #ifindanisdnemanulaungdaundaiindmmusssudai
faafinnausulidinfuuaundiasiiu (Hermans, 2003, pp. 380-389) Aatang
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AR MaAsuenBe g RaLdURnI ansTHifiud
wsetenguansfidnanmiunadunsruendeasfisuanusiasnisuecd #
SUNANTEUAINATINTINEY TnsandaymnedonnuarTmnaTanTiBon oty
NANATNEUNWNAINUT (Salae, 2010, pp. 126-133) HWALATUNANITANET
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4. mstEdnuamiawizaasitsmaiaiandaans AN
ANUETTH

nannsAnEuans Ui asdngUnasasaaninsduisauwiiinne
ANENINRNZYBIEN A AU NN TEE TR N LA AN AN D
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Wy dmusaan uazn1aivuuuegtetunsdniingde Aneoedinanaazview
uRRED | BasdinamaniAyNeTRnEITM (cross—cultural brokers) FiwLidngn
s AdnunniunisdenloesendeimmsssnTiunnaii (Harpviken &
Rgislien, 2008, p. 361) memzﬁ?umiwmNmu‘mﬂdwﬂ@fﬂ@mmﬁ’uﬁy’alﬁu
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1991, p. 87) lasdnegwdaanainnadlans aununng AlE “anigsa”
Ferliedmmuassiainlsramdnnunsturdeunisfidndasuaznisuila
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AN INVANNHITOBE SN TWFBENIAWR (Whiteley, 2012, p. 436) Togianne
AAEENS LA ANA NS RAN B oA AN B KN 1IEE9NA [nns tnan A
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289718981 (weak local forces)” (Charoenmuang, 2004, p. 9) %@ﬁmm@ﬁﬁﬁiy
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