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Overcoming Crisis Opportunity:

Thai Durian Producers’ Adaptation in a Transitional Era
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Arom Chankun®

ABSTRACT

Thailand is the world’s leading producer and exporter of durians, generating
income of over 100 billion baht for farmers and entrepreneurs. However,
the growing demand for durian products has intensified market competition,
while climate variability has made the production process increasingly difficult.
This study aims to analyze the problems and challenges in durian production
in Thailand and propose adaptation strategies for farmers and entrepreneurs.
A quantitative research method was employed, using descriptive statistics to
analyze data collected from 580 farmers and 52 government officials through
questionnaires. The results revealed that, for farmers, the top three problems and
challenges were: (1) rising production costs (x = 2.86, moderate level),
(2) emerging plant diseases and pests (X = 2.64, moderate level), and (3) drought

and water shortages for cultivation (X = 2.41, low level). For entrepreneurs,

® Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Faculty of
Social Sciences, Naresuan University <Email: supasitt@nu.ac.th>

® Lecturer, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Faculty of Social Sciences,
Naresuan University < Email: nopparatr@nu.ac.th >

7 Associate Professor, Department of Agricultural Sciences, Faculty of Agriculture,
Natural Resource and Environment, Naresuan University <Email: detw@nu.ac.th>

® Ph.D. Candidate in Social Development, Faculty of Social Sciences, Naresuan
University <Email: aromc63@nu.ac.th>

159



4 s s s s 3
qnﬁw% R, wnseal Sauiszyu, o TmuRadasey waza1snel AYNA

the top three issues were: (1) market monopoly by China (X = 3.12, moderate
level), (2) fraudulent use of GMP certificates (x = 2.88, moderate level), and
(3) illegal importation and re-export of foreign durians (X = 2.79, moderate level).
The synthesis of adaptation strategies suggests that farmers should reduce
production costs by using bio-fertilizers, strengthen disease monitoring through
mobile applications and drones, and improve irrigation systems, such as drip
irrigation, to address drought and water scarcity. For entrepreneurs, strategies
include expanding export markets, developing retail systems to reduce dependency
on China, and implementing a traceability system to prevent the fraudulent use
of GMP certificates. In addition, entrepreneurs should adopt advanced technologies
to verify the origin of durians. Recommendations are that farmers enhance their
agricultural knowledge and digital technology skills, while entrepreneurs accelerate
their adaptation to meet the challenges of competition and strict trade standards

in the export market.

Keywords: Durian, Durian Farmers, Problems in Durian Production, Durian
Entrepreneurs, Adaptation Strategies
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fouvugauanlUnnslisudd vdeannunedidnnseing (e-mai) el
Fmiifireunuseunmuazdinduan Taefisddufiszuufinasuazinng
HINRD

mMsdAseidaya

%’ﬂmﬁfﬁmﬁLﬂﬁﬁ”ﬂ@ﬂ?%ﬂﬁﬁ%mﬁmm (descriptive statistics) Toun
mwm (frequency) 5a8IaY (percentoge) ﬂ’lmﬂﬂ (mean) muLm—J\‘iLuuN’Im’ﬁﬂu
(S.D.) NMFUUAATNNNILTDIANAREANNNDS 5 T36U Tﬂﬂ?ﬁ‘lﬂ@ﬂﬂﬂ’i
FAIATUNITVINTY uaztlpnAflentu Sefiaauwsnzantunisulananamsng
AaAe (Best, 1977) THur
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. Ao

ANRAY = 4.51 YN8fly TeAUNINTgA

195U N1SLEUBUUININNITUSUAI2BUNEATNTHNRRYITEUULAY
JuaznaunianBew Hunainnisdaassiiuainnanisfnynigmiiing
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AEuen W nalneain naudeii wasavnulsUsaueesgRainae i
NAIINNHUITIFIATITAUNINNUIUAI2BINBATNTURAUTZNDUNF/AN
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iy dsiunsfnensaunsaliigmiuazaansdimeresngsilaliieys
Aldannyuupsansnguidmiininasgiundn Feanaliazviaudetiom
AfatuaasimuneInguUsEnaUnnT/EeEe

NANI5398

1. amunssiniskinuaznisssaanyiduuasine

11 ‘ﬁyuﬁﬂgﬂ

Usznalnefinnsuensfinfinizgnyidenatinssieiflasioneuauss
guasATANgetu Tagianizannpanads Tu w.r.2566 AnfilgnyEeu
yinLlszmeragil 1,551,000 (4 ifisdnann 1,410,000 T4 Tu w.1.2565 vidausnadn
Zaaqz 10 (Office of Agricultural Economics, 2025) anAnzduaantiuumas
HAANAN IABanNZA M IRdLE S7e89 UAYAI TN Fefunumndtysienisaeean
anszfinnalifiufinizsgniistvedsaifiadudmimems uasrdsTanay
LAY $5 daunnamile BeEndnnsugnyEeusnnduluse 5 Bk
(A 2) Annsasnulasiuiizugnainfisrsugiadu e daalnn
uazenawtsn gnistgnyBeuilesdnesnelifigeiu (Agricultural Section,
Royal Thai Consulate-General in Shanghai, 2023)
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— ﬁu'ﬁlﬂ@lﬂ &ml9) == iitinan (@ls)
@ HAKER (H1NGW) =g HANAAAETS (Alansusiald)
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1.2 HANAR
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2 Tne T .A.2564 Snanansan 810,504 s uazifis@sadn 908,591 s
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wudnnalEduunaanaanan Snandn 618,937 ulu w./.2566 Ny
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g lafinn Mafasndynisueiiuiguusduendoaunuas AT
FalisuanynalFsdeeanyBenlUau dmalAaausnasdeauazasnm
(Panyawachirokul & Treewanchai, n.d.) LLﬁTVI%JET@ﬂ’iﬂdz\fqul,l,‘i_i\‘im@”lﬂqqqm
Tl nyIF e U BULALAUYNNTHARTIANTUD 19 FIN AR B ANEN NN UL
Tuszazena fadn nssnuanimsguaman nsiawmalulaginisnan
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ﬂmu:@ﬁﬂﬁfummmnﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ (Agricultural Section, Royal Thai Consulate-General
in Shanghai, 2023)
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! = a I ' = =y & @)

msasannyBeanaseifvlnetseifies Insenwslupaindu o
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an3g vlinensesduunatayBeuluen@entisieaar 99 (Siibunyoprasit, &
Wongmahaset, 2023, p. 109) Tu%a9AZILINYBY W.A.2567 MEdIaan

VEEUNR 615.78 Widn Anduyai 2,789.16 Fumdayaniy nnduiouay
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Nﬁ‘?ﬁﬂLN%ﬂﬁ (Department of Internal Trade, 2024)

pelnlafan adng LN%iyﬁUﬂ’?‘iLLﬂﬂﬁuﬁLﬁN%‘l&’Wﬂﬁﬂﬂu’m Fefidanutl
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AunalfninanauggnIauas iy uemas sona i e En Mdunsuasin
iU 90 Nana-3u L‘ﬁ'ﬂ@mmu@:ﬁunu yial nnemySueanuaznalEsenaiiv
WARIRAANANTBIUTE WA N13SnEIAsNMUAzHIRTguEInaLdntia T s Aty
Fgna T masansaudsinlunannlanFasned iy (Sukantapong, 2022)
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ANNNTF99DNan 40,879 i Tuw..2565 1 492,111 siw Tw w.A.2566
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(Department of International Trade Promotion, 2024a) wait ﬂ@fﬁvﬂﬁﬁﬁmﬁm LESH
GfﬁlﬁﬁmuwmmﬁaLLmﬁuTummmm@ﬂﬂnL%ﬂufﬁmiwﬁﬂﬁ:ﬁw%mw THun
BTy GTCACTMINRE A &unmmmuﬁ@%q wazdnnlaA AN [ Aenannnns
NIHUAHFATUUTENAAY BernaansvazinatuazandeneTunisauas aned
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WinnnasseanyBauugulUiinarandifian (Office of Commercial Affairs in
Ho Chi Minh City, 2025; Department of International Trade Promotion, 2024b)
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BIINILNUFDAITHAINITO IHNTT AT T‘Wﬂf«iﬁLﬂuﬁmﬂ%ﬂ@qwﬁmﬁwm
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