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Following Nithi’s Thought: Zomia, Tai People, and a New
Version of History

Niti Pawakapan®

ABSTRACT
This article presents the core arguments based on Nidhi Eoseewong’s ideas
on Thai and Lanna histories, motivations of Nidhi’s interests in exploring the concept
of Zomia, his conceptual proposals of the Zomia introduced by James C. Scott
and other scholars, including related data and academic works, with the aim of
featuring the Zomia, people, and the historical development that has occurred in
this particular region. According to the survey, several studies on Zomia, including
Nidhi’s works, indicate that Zomia, a vast area that includes Thailand, is rich in
various natural resources, diverse inhabitants, and their socio-cultural patterns.
This condition resulted in the dynamics of political and economic structures and
multilayered trading. Thus, with the objective of writing a new version or
“unconventional” Thai history that follows Nidhi’s ideas, this article’s author sees
the necessity of making sense of the complex Zomia, which impacted the people

living in this area.

Keywords: Nidhi Eoseewong, Zomia, Tai-Dai People, Economy and Trade,
“Unconventional” Thai history

> Emeritus professor, previously taught at the Department of Sociology
and Anthropology, Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University. <E-mail:
npawakapan@gmail.com>
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Fafdvinfdu 9 MAwniaflasnisfitumitnsuuuuazaianileyss
Usznalnaging unassaAmandififiuwnsduaanilelinatsasslugguas

Wagslumn e s nmewanan-fiwa (Hil, 1998, p. 41)

[ 3, C% '
@ﬂ‘i&liLLﬂZﬂ’J”lNLﬂ%NNﬂ?‘VIN

= %3

afnfiaamanaiauuiiguindmninilen bifldmidoviesnus
wazldugvindnuauaznissusanidenlfifuatiasdu 57 wanduedesde
Tunnauamsnases Saiudsinuumiigelsiosnis (Scott, 2009, Ch.6v)
nirmnuinategardudaundiaaniivaasanionsd

nasEnnatrasAunzwEssARdnes ivaneuy avgdlng anlpe
(Atsuhiko Kato) §iBsagnsydimnmenuazdnuensimaesnadi :1eudndns
nzwienndsTdnzduann (Eastem Pwo Karen) 8 4 uun Tud dnusTwasnns
snuslnaonsad snualiide (Leke Script) Lmzé’ﬂmmﬁm%g (Myainggyingu
Script) Tudnus 4 wwufl dnuslndomsuazdnustnasedar dufifesldnon
fign (Kato, 2021) daunzwAsaznaffidnusfiszynfnandnushunsmsin
fignuszAusiulnefivimdanonadulunass 1830
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1
g A !

FUIARNUETIFLNTT “UYIUT (Bahnar) fsnagTunazganiuendlng
\idufin videnany-1ius o1deay A nndiginanansasidamnn gndadn
durungalnojdui 2 spsnaudssiiiniuBoudednusunsmaias el
fafnuslaiuaziinuadteafeiusnesiuneBen snuseesALLYINS
gniszAugiulaefediumndeansamaly f.a1861 diiudntuadefidanum
dinenonfiasnsfiaa aunguifinslnddauasinsnsiaflofufsuug
EsinfienaniianuasymnsHSaes (LeBar, Hickey, & Musgrave, 1964, p. 136)
upnaNAUIWILS SaflmumfiugitudermaunesafBnnaianguiifniu
Bendurnsdaies

f3paan lumaudiviusanygeraamanianasnareandauFuas 1
il wigamneluvdagninaneiidesenacudauionenisides A
Faflumuniigednngunilfidiasnisfiniudeniiniasmias

\DAF B (Alison Lewis) ianivazTRzasfadimdny unnfidn e
raadralmmagruuasislaaesinluasiurmasas 20 frduud
maiuTanefianuniige uidasdazauduguassasinang idnaziiiu
gﬁﬂ‘jzmﬂ‘ﬁ \haftanuigedi nsiunisuaugiun flomlunnsdaasfinsa
Aupniastinfidane)iuaudi imeRreedeimditanngnilumaunadard
doAuile 1w n1sfinsseamanean neguily Yay (Minanaidendiend
yeTmusTasamie) nsuiiiuiussdnsfedinddnsiniefaudeanon
wazileyyndu q nindsiinaulafeifinsssfiriuudssydimdedinniaiiaz
SylsRedeunnfeduud i “saunanisnlidiumiide” fanuaadauazio
Fnndn “wyialae?” Benduiu nidlufsiunade waanas woaa1sn
(Samuel Pollard) (Lewis, 2000) Bifiugnadsnguiiiasugniunideuiioi Sand
‘FaaneIneaatdn’ (Pollard script) 3l m.0.1922 WndnusiieriBunsnans
Tunyandishumamaianluszaznamibaufiasiuamuionuasdn 4l

wanaNFIPnEINeaa1sA Auadaianuslidnadneiny 3 wwu Hun
‘Fiadinuanane £ (Pahawh Hmong) AilszAwgaulnsuagnatedio-asuy
Shong Lue Yang fRusdfduindrassdinanzidineBaumiolaasusifndu
Fadnuald Annssngaiyintiiandmudoslannunseunaieduiiasde
(wazlifstlangan) vadminisy augnasudmnaty a.a1971 @odudn
\wlsrAugAadnEnTudiag Fadnus Niawv Thoob Teb’ waz ‘fiafinus
Nyiakeng Puachue Hmong’
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masniliRnuarAsadranndeiiaeespannfitanduariinaia i
nfing paan 4§ wuanfie (Oscar Salemink) WinsmyseAMENgBaame ey
FapnTnuidnnfisnugnanansesdenmn nafsanuniigeiinisdde
e admatinaud FasvionfoniadedingaannuAnesaiondiviaiu
windaiilansnandiasntsaansdiuaielns (modernity) ﬂ@iﬂf;ﬁmuuuﬁgq
HasmatAtaanmudsanadialnel SRssmnmnazanTuEin wu Snsamend
Tnaviend nswiflafie sonazuy defnadieln tinudewiineg wanduag
AL geaNa AR ULLIANANNaTER Aa Uynens (shaman) vidavsaaspiing
usinannfifpInsUAnsfnunsumd e imneaiauazlsonenunasing q
Wi wanwndiesnisiign o assanlAGEuwmiide vasfisnusiduaasaues
5% Thimuavieaiieamflienanii q (Salemink, 2015, p. 402)

KuARdIIIEIaRatsdInIsimilde smeendenli fdnwaiiuues
AULDY muuuﬁg@fﬁmmﬂﬁﬁﬁum‘% Anfsfanuaning ﬁmﬁumﬂm%a
nranganE Aaugiunisiilaniatuel o Lme‘%mﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂgﬁﬂmmmﬁﬁ
(Refnuauaznnainiode) sntiauuniigedag

AW laile

'
v A o

TuumasBuagaes Tuufia videsas nes §inddaRaatiuauaunis
219y INTINUREEUAN e - aueAileanividn Tndedudaia
(Dark Zomia) Tneliudisdnudummanuauszndnalsymadnadnmeasy

o o/ J d' wd‘ a o o/ 1 ! cgla v 1 v = a
1098111955 Muflvasifiufiass ey uifrunaiilfiifdefmdantan
ST ULLFN usinauaume-wan naeduiniizesensgyinssneeula

o’cil ! a ‘ll/ a o a v a 1
uwazaunENesinens vnginimedunziuesnideels Inefinguensgyins
AugrauianSendengruieduinzsyinnts anaudondeduneeiids
AnengsnzwieTiruaNARLAne Ina [F5unsaiuamansguamansh
il flesuflefnissnadhmnivasensulpei Blaw uitliuosmnguiios

a v o ] a & A 1 a '
wmﬂﬁwwuﬁqmmuﬁfumm mmﬂuw%mqmmcﬁmﬂqﬂwm ARTUANTTHS

o =

NTIANLALLATEFAIANAUNHIINTFAU NRNITINeAEIENAA BIANT

N
| 1
1 o o/ o

fan1331e wazidrresgafadnd e fdens vinsnalfiuniraaingsia
NANOANY
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dnlasenisfingsiannuiiufisensinaeyusiadu widamdonszyin
anvgInsananulaiuaaunuesidausiudndy Sngunoiuazioiin
snsnefitaAu s duazanaguuaslgareyInaTa@u (Laungaramsri,
2025)
pauneneNeerng e Tunisdsudsnetsyinseaduvuy lnds
Sufafin’ WafaunuAEANTEN uiidn3guiaienenanayszaduiug
Tiindenanasiulugifniatuiniesdnfonn geslEna imanzdasd
sesmdndashminafnlnadnslaafaauasiinenndi gAnAndaafiansss
AenananieanansulF MedinazAnumuisi bifesustaansandougin
uaziuuLsFIasRenauidensiunady v wndinasinniadenseludy
fiuBIAlTENBUANN AR IlEEN Assazianufennaluusiuo
Foauasinsiuinidhsggnngmnauas it SyRAngvsng dona iR mELS
NENTARHIAED ANAHARYDITLA

Uszifeansne ‘wanzwy’

Aavsneedsdiefinmausnsne bingiBnsnnng AruANNAN ey
Twmmm\aﬁmum&;mifﬁ AeRTALAZENTORFN9 sunSalaidion HAUAAINNTEN
svanaatsmndifesdaraudunneingiun aanausuudi Tseste gnned
wrsaedigy fasndansnneintnuifiniasueurasniniauaunay
AUl uazBnnanenguiignnanadion doaAuniesnneIsuyaiens
Hamsiandatingmlumuuaulndfnulisdnuuismnivausinles tnaudes
YDILWNGH 11 ALNIY grvinangansIua Tluansnsnnsine nanLLige
Ananam g huAnafigamananeesdeanafidistinuuanaiumanang
wazasATINdsan Safiunisgsufiainsanaduniauazniagaids
vasiAngauntasmima lnsienizlugos m.a.1964-1975 finamilenss
Auannanazufidoulngjrestsmaaiigniaisstusasnasinaanis
andgauEnifvandaminndn 2 &y dadudufunisfvandefininiige
YITIATINTHTNIIMAE UazT12 80 Fudasaidafifaiaani sz
winnisAnagilszmasauaziufiuglivan ndunaeatnsdesiagnu
ooy huuiidnann
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@gﬁyﬁmﬁfﬁ%ﬂwmu (Schoenberger & Turner, 2008, pp. 675-676)
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