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Survey of the Exchange Teachers, Students
and the Participants' Opinions about
the Higo-Thai Educational and Cultural Exchange Program.
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Sasinan Boonprasit

ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to survey the participants'opinions about spending life abroad, learning, cultural
exchange of the Higo-Thai Educational and Cultural Exchange Program. The population of this study were devided into
two groups. The first group consisted of teachers and students of Kasetsart University Laboratory School and the Ubuyama
Junior High School in Japan,who participated in the program. The second group were grade nine students of the academic
year 1993 Teachers responsible for the program and the parents of students in the exchange program and Thai host families.
The results were :

1. Both the Japanese and Thai students and teachers participated in the program enjoyed spending their time in the
host countries.

2. Both the Japanese and Thai students and teachers participated in the program had good opportunity in learning
and understanding the culture of the exchange countries.

3. Boththe Japanese and Thai students and teachers participated in the program said that they had great opportunity
to share their cultural knowledge with each other.

4. Grade nine students, teachers, parents of the exchange students. and the host families had limitted opportunity
to learn and understand more about Japanese culture.

5. Grade nine students, teachers, parents of the exchange students, and the host families had limitted opportunity

to share Thai culture to the Japanese exchange group.

Key words : exchange teachers, students opinions, culture, exchange program
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Table1 The exchange teacher and students'opinions about activities.

Linsaimand (e YA 15 avud 1

29

Thai Exchange Japanese Exchange Thai Exchange Japanese Exchange
Students Students Teachers Teachers
(n=20) (n=21) (n=4) (n=5)
Rank  Activities
X S.D. X S.D. X S.D. X S.D.
1.  Study
Music 4.25 14.94 4.50 13.08 3.50 3.87 4.75 1.50
Arts 4.10 14.91 4.32 14.76 4.50 1.73 4.0 2.83
2. Sports 4.10 19.39 4.41 12.72 4.75 1.50 35 0.71
3. Homeroom 3.35 19.75 4.15 16.63 3.75 1.50 - -
session
4.  Washing 2.5 31.12 3.56 5.81 4.25 1.50 4.33 2.31
5. Cleaning 2.70 35.46 3.00 3.74 4.25 1.50 4.33 2.31
6. Making your 3.60 23.39 4.00 7.35 4.25 1.50 4.67 1.15
bed
7.  Cooking 3.65 27.75 4.20 3.35 4.75 1.50 5.00 0

Table2 The exchange teacher and students'opinions about educational tour program.

Thai Exchange

Thai Exchange Japanese Exchange Japanese Exchange

Students Teachers Students Teachers
Rank Activities (n=20) (n=4) (n=21) (n=5)
X S.D. X S.D. X S.D. X S.D.
1. Meeting with 360 17.86 4.50 1.73 4.57 8.40 3.80 3.35
V.LP.
2. Volcano "ASO" 4.85 696 5.0 0 - - - -
3. Hot Spring 4.55 696 5.0 0 - - - -
"BEPPU"
4. Shopping 450 13.07 450 1.73 - - - -
5. Udergrounf 305 3671 350 714 - - - -
power plant
6. Grand Palace/ - - - - 4.70 12.48 5.0 0
Emerald Buddha
7. K.U. Campus tour - - - - 4.72 7.84 4.80 1.79
8. Ayudhaya field trip - - - - 4.69 7.18 5.0 0
9. Ancient City - - - - 453 1148 5.0 0
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Table3 The exchange teacher and students'opinion about cultural knowledge acquired.

Thai Exchange Japanese Exchange Thai Exchange Japanese Exchange
Students Students Teachers Teachers
Rank Culture (n=20) (n=21) (n=4) (n=5)
X S.D. X S.D. X S.D. X S.D.
1. Tobeontime 4.45 13.04 3.74 1450  5.00 0 360 219
2. Consideration 4.40 1293 437 14.95 4.75 1.50 4.80 1.79
toward others
3. Kindness 4.55 13.04 4.63 10.75 5.00 0 500 0
toward people
4. Daily Living 475 844  4.11 15.75  5.00 0 440  3.58
5. Language 3.90 2126 4.05 21.77 3.75 1.50 4.00 4.90
6.  Religion 2.45 21.77  4.28 11.37  3.00 2.45 460 219
Table 4 The exchange teacher and students'opinions about the opportunity in cultural experience.
Thai Exchange Japanese Exchange Thai Exchange Japanese Exchange
Students Students Teachers Teachers
Rank  Activities (n=20) (n=21) (n=4) (n=5)
X S.D. X S.D. X S.D. X S.D.
1. Manner 4.15 42.64 322 18.02 450 1.73 380 335
2. Exhibit 3.84 4466  3.28 25.95 4.50 1.73 3.75 2.87
culture
3.  Givesouvenir 4.40 45.54 430 19.59  5.00 0 3.60 3.58
and printed
information
4.  Giving -2.45 40.51 3.40 2571 4.00 4.24 3.60 3.8
interviews
5. Cooking 3.05 4714 342 12.81 4.25 2.87 2.67 231
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Table S The exchange teacher and students'opinions after the program concluded.

Thai Exchange

Thai Exchange Japanese Exchange Japanese Exchange

Rank  Opinion Students Teachers Students Teachers
(n=20) (n=4) (n=21) (n=5)

1. School should 100 100 100 100
continue this
program

2. Chance to support 85 100 95 80
and make
contribution this
program

3. Contact wich the
host families 95 100 90 80

4. Contact with 85 - 95 -
Thai students

5. Visit Japan 100 100 100 100
(Thailand) when-
ever possiblc

6. Position attitude 100 100 100 100
towarde Japanese

7. Better understand 100 100 73.68 40
about Japan :

8. Appropriately 100 100 88.89 25

represent the nation
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Table 6 The participants'opinions about Japanese cultural knowledge acquired.

Students Exchange Program Exchange Students Host Families
Grade Nine Committee Parents
Rank Culture (n=242) (n=37) (n=17) (n=23)
X S.D. X S.D. X S.D. X S.D.
1. Discipline 2.79 1.37 303 5389 353 2048  3.65 21.60
2. To be on time 2.87 1.41 3.67 4506 394 1646  4.13 15.27
3. Honesty 2.17 1.60 267 59.16  3.76 20.80  4.04 19.31
4. Consideration 3.47 1.31 350 4985  4.06 1438  4.17 17.10
towards others
S. To do the right thing  3.02 1.51 314 5559 382 15.21 4.00 17.54
at the right time
6. Religion 1.26 1.25 156 43.02 211 18.66 1.65 27.83

Table 7 The participants'opinions about the opportunity in sharing Thai cultural experiences.

Students Exchange Program Exchange Students Host Families
Grade Ninc Committee Parents
Rank Activities (n=242) (n=37) (n=17) (n=23)
X S.D. X S.D. X S.D. X S.D.
1. Show Thai manner  2.39 1.55 2.50  65.61 2.65 26.49 3.61 23.67
2. Give souvenirand  1.64 1.81 219 66.31 3.18 22.79 3.65 25.35
printed information
3. Field tripof some  0.85 1.49 1.19 5724 235 33.91 4.04 22.47
landmark in Thailand
Table 8 The participants'opinions after the program concluded.
Students Exchange Exchange Host
Grade Program Students Families
Rank Opinion Nine Committee Parents
(n=242) (n=37) (n=17) (n=23)
1. School Should continue the program  98.35 90.62 100.00 100.00
2. Chance to support and make 43.91 80.77 62.50 59.09
contribution this program
3. Contact with the host familics 78.72 26.47 58.82 91.30
4. Visit Japan whenever possible 64.58 50.00 70.59 '86.96
S. Positive attitude towards Japanese 97.08 90.63 100.00 100.00
6. Better understand about Japan 65.97 65.63 100.00 100.00
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