KASETSART JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 40 (2019) 783-793

Kasetsart Journal of
Social Sciences

Kasetsart Journal of Social Sciences me.

journal homepage: http://kjss.kasetsart.org

a % = Y =S YR (v} 4 v v a
§11!ﬂﬂ711ﬂ38]!f’)l‘liﬂﬂzﬂuﬁﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂ\ﬂﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬂ1: miﬂzmmmimzmnmmﬂuﬂmmz

a A v Jd
anadgnguanaginaum ey

Fundamental concepts of Southeast Asian studies: The interaction between
ideologies of essentialism and cosmopolitanism, defining the intellectual landscape

NAYNTTAI ANl
Kedchapan Kamput

TnsumsioFens Tuvaniied 1dany aazdalmans un1Ing1desssumans azunuunIUAT 10200
Southeast Asian Studies Program, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University, Bangkok 10200, Thailand

Article Info Abstract

Article history:

Received 17 November 2017
Revised 3 August 2018

Accepted 11 August 2018
Auvailable online 31 October 2019

Keywords:

area studies,
cosmopolitanism,
disciplinary,
essentialism,

Southeast Asian studies

The objective of this research is to explain the development of fundamental concepts
relating to Southeast Asian studies. The research found that the concepts are justified
by essentialism and cosmopolitanism where they are adapted in accordance with the
context of knowledge that changes overtime. The conceptual frameworks originating
from oriental studies to area studies are used to define the intellectual landscape.
It is derived from genealogy of intellectual traditions and essential principles.
These have created new concepts of Southeast Asian studies in two aspects;
1) neighbour studies through the theory of Asia as method; and 2) regional studies
through the comparative area studies (CAS). Both studies lead to trans-disciplinary
concepts which are important to the new discipline Southeast Asian studies that is
engaged with the current ASEAN community context.
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