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The research described the socio-economic characteristics, production
technology management and production problems of para-rubber farmers
in Thailand, and provided suggestions for yield improvement. Primary
data were collected using structured interviews from a sample size of
2,971 para-rubber farmers managed by the Office of the Rubber
Replanting Aid Fund (ORRAF) in Thailand. Sampling used the multi-stage,
random sampling technique. In addition, panel discussions were used
for brainstorming of officers of the ORRAF and representatives of
smallholding para-rubber farmers in Thailand. Descriptive statistics
and manifest content analysis were used for data analysis. The results
showed that para-rubber farmers in Thailand were late-middle-aged
smallholders. The most popular grown para-rubber variety was RRIM 600.
Para-rubber trees were tapped for an average of 144.25 days per year.
The highest average dry rubber yield was in the western region
(274.85 kilograms per rai per year). In contrast, the average dry rubber
yield in the northern region was lowest (243.36 kilograms per rai per year).
The key production problems of Thai para-rubber farmers were
under-use of chemical fertilizers and tapping during inappropriate periods.
Suggestions for yield improvement were to provide education regarding
appropriate fertilizer application and to improve cost management
with regard to para-rubber production for Thai para-rubber farmers.
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