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The Way of Living of the Population on Settlement and
Socio-economic, Culture Aspects of the Communal Area, Amphoe
Phrapradaeng, Changwat Samutprakan

wiian aupl+

ABSTRACT Manita Somroop

The objective of the study is to learn the way of living of the population, economically,-
socially as well as their settlement. Moreover, it is to find out opinion towards traditions
and environment. The reason why this area, communal area, Amphor Phrapradaeng, Changwat-
Samutprakan is chosen because it is the one conserved as a green area in order to reduce
the pollution problems of Bangkok.

After the study, it is found that the settlement in the area is divided into two types.-
The first one is the crowded area where houses are built in cluster along the Chao Phraya
River and along Petchahung and Nang Kumnung road or near the industrial area. The second-
one is a dispersed community where houses are scattered in their own orchards.

The specific objectives of this survey are directed toward identifying the following
elements: (1) basic backgrounds of the personnel who have direct bearing on media utilization;-
(2) characteristics of information services being offered;(3) the extent to which media are
being used; (4) problems on media utilization of the organizations concerned; (5) ways and
means of improving media utilization; and (6) the technical content concepts that could be
provided in increasing competencies of the personnel for effective communication.

The agriculturists expected to be in a large number are in a small ratio. Most of these P¢

pledotheir gardening in their original land as a second occupation. Those whose profession is
conterned with agriculture are only one-fifth of the total population. They have the least
average income and they have to rent the land to earn their living. Consequently agriculture-
cannot be their main income. As a result, they have to find other jobs which provide better
income. From the study, it is found that the people become traders, labourers, government-
officials as well as workers in the government monopoly offices. Being attracted by those
jobs, the local people have to go to work in other areas for instance Bangkok, Phrapradaeng-
and some other provinces. From the interview, it is found that the average income is 1,870
baht per month. This sum is considered very low. The total income of each family is only
enough for necessary expenses.

[n the social way of living, most of the houses are small and separated. They are
wooden and high with one storey. Half of the population have their own houses where the
other half have houses in the rented land. The system of public health has no problems. Almost-
all the houses have electricity, hygienic bathrooms. Having no underground water supply,
people use water from wells and from the river. In medical area, the disease mostly found
is stomach sickness, diarhea and lungs disease. Sick men usually go to private hospitals or
private clinics.

In the traditional way, it is concluded that the youngest people usually take part in
customs more often that the older ones especially in boat racing in the parade of fleeing birds-
and fish on Thai New Year and in the Sabah game. During the religious rite, for instance
Visakha Bucha Day, older people share more than the younger one. Anyway, the local people-
still want to conserve their old customs.
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