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A Comparative Study on the Thought of Ideal Society in Literature:
Trai Phumi Pra Ruang, Utopia and Tao-Te-Ching
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research paper, “A Comparative Study on the thought of Ideal Societies
in Literature: Trai Phumi Phra Ruang, Utopia, and Tao-Te-Ching”, is first, to discover different
ideas about an “ideal society”;second, to find the ideas held in common by the authors of these
various “ideal societies2, authors from various cultures and historical periods; third, to find
why they wanted to reform the structure of society; and finally, to provide outline and content
for a course in comparative literature on the topic of literary utopias. A comparative literature
course such as this would cover not only literature but also humane values and politics, and
make cultural comparisons.

The thesis of this research is that Trai Phumi Phra Ruang, Utopia, and Tao-Te-Ching
had in common certain ideas concerning the “ideal Society”; and these ideas resulted from charac-
teristics of geography, economics, population, education, law enforcement, and ruling system.
These ideas refiect the influence of religion and environment, and what the authors believed
have been the basis of political science and the science of education up to now.

The scope of the research to to study what ideal societies in literature have in common:
and it follows the framework of comparative literature is that it emphasizes the origin of the
authors’ ideas, the influences on the authors’ ideas and the relationship between his ideas and
various science in literature.

The research finds that the three utopias studied, have in common certain basic ideas
concerning humanism, materialism, and naturalism. As for political philosophy, King Li-Thai,
author of Trai Phumi Phra Ruang, believed firmly in the principles of Buddhism. He was adjust
king and tried to promote unity among his people. His model of the ideal society is that of Phra
Sri Ariya’s. Influenced by Christianity, Sir Thomas More proposed constitutional monarchy,
which employed a privy council and an administrative organization, as his ideal. Tao, as we
find in Tao-Te-Ching, followed the natural laws the sacred laws. The population of a country
should be in proper proportion to its size; and the moral leader of the state was highly valued and
respected.

Politicians and people in general hope to create their societies as closely as possible to
the ideal society. The characteristics of the ideal society in these three pieces of literature depend
on the morality of both the rulers and of those ruled. Fertility of the land, health of the people,
and the balance of population, and economics are also taken into consideration. The ideas focused
on in this research paper are the basis of legislation of laws, administration of laws, and organization
of education to form good citizens for an ideal society.
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Thomas More (1478 — 1535) Tumiade  Utopia ; 1515
Francis Bacon (1561 — 1626) lumiae  The New Atlantis, 1627

2

H.d'Urfe (1567 — 1625) Tumisde  L'Astree, 1607 — 1627
Voltzire (1694 — 1778) lumiisie  Candide #ouN11828 Eldorado, 1759

Thomas Spencer (1750 — 1814) luiiade  “A country in Fairyland situated between Utopia
and Oceana” 1811 ?
Edward Bellamy (1850 — 1898) Tumiaae Looking Backward, 1888
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H.G. Wells (1866 — 1946) lunmiiade A Modern Utopia, 1905
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