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Paradigm Shift on Safety Asparagus Production of

Farmer Groups in Nakhon Pathom Province
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ABSTRACT

Most of consumers in the world need safety food. Asparagus grower group contract farming in Nakhon

Pathom province who produce export asparagus change their paradigm from producing with a lot of chemical

to good agricultural practice (GAP) system or organic farming with the collaboration of farmer groups, contract

company and government agency. Farmer paradigm shift depends on awareness on their health, concerning

for consumer and environment, input and cost decrease by using diary report, world market need, and

consumers should change their attitude from “consume by eye” to safety food first.

Key words. paradigm shift, safety asparagus, farmer group, Nakhon Pathom province
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Table 1 The asparagus grower groups in Nakhon Pathom province.

Group’s name No. of member Area Production/year  Agri-practice Name of company
Kasetpatana 210 110 ha 720 ton  Pesticide control Taniyama siam
Maung 578 208 ha 1800 ton Pesticide control Taniyama siam
Thung kwang 170 55 ha 324 ton GAP system Swift

Nong tak lan 63 14 ha 155 ton - Local middlemen
Bau dang 37 10 ha 110 ton Start to GAP system Local middlemen
5 suppliers 136 53 ha 200 ton* GAP system KPS commercial

Remark * harvest at length 18 cm
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Table 2 The quality grading of asparagus from farm.

Grade Dimension Length Color Sprout Price of each company (THB/Kg.)
T.S Swift co. KPS L.M.
Agc >1.0 cm. 25 cm. All green Close 58 58 - -
Ac >1.0 cm. 25 cm. Green 20 cm. Close 37 40 70% 50
Ago >1.0 cm. 25 cm. All green Open 45 45 - -
Ao >1.0 cm. 25 cm. Green 20 cm. Open - 33 - 32
Bc <1.0 cm. 25 cm. Green 20 cm. Close - 35 50%* 35
Bo <1.0 cm. 25 cm. Green 20 cm. Open - 25 - 26
Cc <0.5 cm. 25 cm. Green 20 cm. Close - 24 40%* 26
S1 <1.0 cm. 20 cm. Green 13 cm. Close 30 - -- -
Under A >1.0 cm. 25 cm. Green 20 cm. Open - 18%#* 18-22%*
Under B <1.0 cm. 25 cm. Green 20 cm. Open - 15%%* 14%*
Under C <0.5 cm. 25 cm. Green 20 cm. Open - 6+%* 14%*
Under Z - - - - - L 5k

Remark: T.S means
KPS means
L.M. means

**Domestic consumption

Taniyama siam Co.

Kamphaengsaen Commercial Co.
Local Middlemen
*Length 18 cm. Color green 16 cm.
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Table 8 Paradigm shift on safety asparagus production of farmer groups (N=35).

Attitude on Number Percentage
Reduce cost 29 82.9
Contract agreement 35 100.0
Good health of farmer 14 46.0
Conserve good environment 8 22.9
Consumer health protection 4 11.4
Alternative bio extract 21 60.0
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Table 4 Sample of diary report for good agricultural practice (GAP).

Date Practice Input Formula Rate Method Cost Income Remark
15/6/03 Fertilizing Fertilizer 16-16-16 50 kg  Broadcast 200 B - -
15/6/03 Harvest - - - - - 900 B -
16/6/03 Weeding 2 labor - @120 B By hand 240 B - -
16/6/03  Insect BT - 50 cc/ 20  Spray 150 B - Use after
control I water. checking

no. of insect
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