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ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this study were to investigate some background of the tourists at Hin-Perng
Rafting area, Sai Yai River, Khao-Yai National Reserved Forest, some background of their tour activities,
both of their experiences and the motive media brought to rafting and the opinions in area management as
the basic data for landscape planning. The samples was 418 representative tourists by simple random sampling
according to Krejcie and Morgan through interview schedule. Descriptive statistics were percentage and
arithmetic mean. Inferential statistic for testing hypotheses was chi-square.

The findings revealed that there was not so much difference gender between the tourists. The most
average age was 15-25 years. Mostly of the tourist hometown are Bangkok and the central region. Majority
of the respondents graduated in compulsory education. Majority occupation was private company officer. The
highest income was found 33.49 percent at 10,000 baht per month. The most favourite hobby was sight seeing.

Almost of the tourists associated with friends. Camping was ranked as the number one recreation. Friend
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was also ranked as the number one motive media for rafting. All of thirteen methods in area and visitor
management were accepted by 60 percent of the respondents. Method in environmental impact affecting the
area were found 86.36 percent as the most accepted method. Visitor center with permanent officer was the
most needed facility. Testing hypotheses indicated that there were non-difference between gender, major
occupation, and salary of the tourists with their opinions in area and visitor management. There were difference
between age and highest education level with some types of facility needed. Priority recommendation were
1) Visitor center with permanent officer should be provided; 2) Adventure facility should be considered; 3)
Ecosystem and environmental conservation display should be provided; 4) Sign, guard house, food and

beverages service, souvenir shop, rafting facilities rent shop, nature trails, and convenient store should be

provided; and 5) Type of facility with appropriate type of visitor should be considered together.

Key word: tousists, Hin—Perng Rafting area, Sai Yai river, Khao—Yai National Reserveved Forests
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Table 1  Some background of tourists.
Some background of tourists No. Percentage
Gender
Male 234 55.97
Female 184 44.03
Total 418 100.00
Place of hometown
Bangkok 167 39.95
Central 140 33.49
North-eastern 39 9.33
Northern 3 0.72
Not available 69 16.51
Total 418 100.00
Education
Above compulsory education 352 85.17
Compulsory education 55 13.21
Below compulsory education 7 1.67
Non education 5 0.96
Total 418 100.00
Major occupation
Non-government officers 164 39.23
Students 140 33.50
Government officers 45 10.77
Private enterprises 28 6.70
Merchants 10 2.39
Semi-government officers 10 2.39
Farmer 1 0.24
The others 20 4.78
Total 418 100.00
Income (baht/month)
Less than 2,000 11 2.63
2,001-4,000 52 12.44
4,001-6,000 26 6.22
6,001-8,000 62 14.83
8,001-10,000 50 11.96
More than 10,000 140 33.49
Non income 77 18.42
Total 418 100.00
Favourite hobby
Sightseeing 122 29.18
Wildwalking 103 24.64
Fire camping 44 10.53
Rafting 31 7.42
Bird watching 20 4.79
Riding bicycle 16 3.82
Animal watching 13 3.11
Non-favourite hobby 69 16.51
Total 418 100.00
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Table 2  Experiences and sources of media influencing on Hin-Perng rafting.
Hin-Perng rafting No. Percentage

Experiences

First visitor to Khao Yai 196 46.88
Non-decisive on Hin-Perng rafting 79 18.90
Definite intention to Hin-Perng rafting 63 15.07
Deny of Hin-Perng rafting 54 12.91

Several visits to Khao-Yai National Park 222 53.12
Non-experiences of Hin-Perng rafting 203 48.56
Experiences on Hin-Perng rafting 19 4.56

Total 418 100.00

Sources of media influencing*
Friends 125 29.90
Television 53 12.68
Newspaper 48 11.48
Tour company 6 1.44
Radio 3 0.72
Family 3 0.72
Travel magazines 2 0.48
Internet 1 0.24

* Note : In case of definite intention to rafting of total population
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Table 3  Opinions on proposed of methods to be used for site management and tourists management.

Opinions Agree Disagree  Uncertain Undecide  Total
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Site management
1. Zoning - service zone, natural-reserved zone, 351 9 19 39 418

natural rehabilitation zone, zoning of various  (83.97) (2.15) (4.55) (9.33) (100.00)
special-used areas.

2. Zoning includes:

2.1 Service zone for facilities ie:- restaurant, 312 20 26 60 418
visitor center. (74.64) 4.79) (6.22) (14.35)  (100.00)

2.2 Recreation zone ie:- tent camping, 301 39 32 46 418
amphitheater. (72.01) (9.33) (7.66) (11.00)  (100.00)

2.3 Natural-reserved zone to protect natural 349 4 12 53 418
forest. (83.49) (0.96) (2.87) (12.68)  (100.00)

2.4 Natural rehabilitation zone of destructed 328 9 26 55 418
nature area. (78.49) (2.15) (6.22) (13.16)  (100.00)

2.5 Zoning of misused area ie:- village, 280 22 53 63 418
governmental buildings. (66.99) (5.26) (12.68) (15.07)  (100.00)

Tourists management

1. Limitation of definite numbers of tourists 337 11 23 47 418
to prevent sensitive natural areas. (80.62) (2.63) (5.50) (11.25)  (100.00)

2. Divertion of tourists not to congregate 301 28 40 49 418
in any definite area in order to reduce (72.01) (6.70) (9.57) (11.72)  (100.00)

impact on the site.

3. Zoning of land use on non-sensitive areas. 320 14 34 50 418
(76.56) (3.35) (8.13) (11.96)  (100.00)

4. Specific schedule ie:- allowance during 306 28 39 45 418
daytime. (73.21) (6.70) (9.33) (10.76)  (100.00)

5. Limitation of visit season ie:- mating 331 15 28 44 418
season prohibited. (79.19) (3.59) (6.70) (10.52)  (100.00)

6. Limitation of visitors group size. 293 32 51 42 418
The larger the group tends to cause (70.09) (7.66) (12.20) (10.05) (100.00)

more serious impact on the site.
7. Subplementing information of natural 361 5 23 29 418
impact to activate awareness to tourists. (86.36) (1.20) (5.50) (6.94) (100.00)
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Table 4  Facilities needed.
Facilities No. Percentage

Road/Accessibility/Parking
Ashalt 190 45.46
Compacted earth 60 14.35
Both 168 40.19
Nature trails
Signs 96 22.97
Pamphlet 19 4.55
Both 303 72.48
Visitor center
Permanent officer 377 90.19
Permanent officer is not necessary, only providing pamphlets to pick up 41 9.81
Camping area
Central camp 138 33.02
Unit camp 127 30.38
Both 153 36.60
Food and beverages
Self-serve 306 73.21
Attendant provided 14 3.35
Both 98 23.44
Bath room and water closet
Permanent services - routine cleaning 243 58.13
Non-permanent services - routine cleaning 175 41.87
Water - lights
Non 24 hours a day 251 60.05
24 hours a day 167 39.95
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Facilities No. Percentage
Convenient store
Inside visitor center 301 72.01
Separate from visitor center 117 27.99
Guard house
24 hours a day 320 76.56
Only during daytime 98 23.44
Gazebo/sitting area
Disperse all over the park 262 62.68
Zoning on specific place 156 37.32
Accompanied officer on rafting
Need 369 88.28
No need 47 11.24
Both 2 0.48
Souvenir shop
Inside visitor center 315 75.36
Separate from visitor center 103 26.64
Rafting facilities rent shop
Inside visitor center 312 74.64
Separate from visitor center 106 25.36
Exhibition area
Inside visitor center 191 45.69
Kiosk locates on specific place 109 26.08
Both 118 28.23
Convention room
No 207 51.91
Yes 201 48.09
Amphitheater
No 250 59.81
Yes 168 40.19
Camp fire
No 146 34.93
Yes 272 65.07
Rescue and Infirmary
24 hours a day 372 89.00
Only during daytime 46 11.00
Signs
Descriptive 32 7.66
Picture 27 6.46
Both 359 85.88
Total 418 100.00
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