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The Occupation of France in Chanthaburi in the Reign of King Rama V

Waunys giauninal
Phuangphet Suratanakavikul

ABSTRACT

- The objective of this research aims at the study of ‘Chanthaburi’s historical
development and general conditions during the period of French occupation from B.E. 2436
to B.E. 2447 (A.D. 1893 to A.D. 1904) including the study of the negotiations and the
withdrawal of French troops from Chanthaburi.

The result of the research reveals that France occupied Chanthaburi from 1893 to
1904; thereafter it occupied Trat up to the year 1907. The purpose of French occupation of
Chanthaburi was to assume a warranty until Thailand had fully acted upon the agreement and
sub-agreement dated October 3, B.E. 2436 (A.D. 1893) which Thai government made with
France after the 1893 crisis, and until peaceful situation was brought back to,both banks of the
Mekhong River at the distance of 25 kms. However, French occupation of Chanthaburi was
only in part. It appeared that as for the part belonging to Thailand’s sovereignty, there were
unending immigrants. : .

During the period of French occupation, Chanthaburi’s economic condition was
improving, but still many resultant problems had arisen out of French occupation such as the
disputes among the French subjects, tax evasion, and most importantly the outburst of the -
outlaw gang. Since Chanthaburi was a strategically important harbour, Thailand had to make
a great effort to negotiate with France so as to make the latter withdraw its troops from-that
province. And finally Thailand had succeeded in the negotiations after it had consented to let

“France occupy a certain part of its territory in exchange of Chanthaburi. None the-less,
France, again, switched to occupy Trat, and as a result of that occupations, Thailand had to
inevitably sacrifice some other territory once again to France for the exchange of Trat from
which France had finally withdrawn its troops. Thenceforth, both Chanthaburi and Trat had
completely returned to Thailand after they were a warranty as demanded by France for 14
years.
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