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Knowledge, Opinions and Participation to
Performance of Farm Women Group Changwat Lopburi
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study was to investigate some basic socio-economic aspects of Farm
Women Group members, their knowledge,opinions and participation in various activities of Lopburi Farm
‘Women Group.

The sample groups consisted of 1,951 members of the 1993 Lopburi Farm Women Group. A
group of 95 members was selected by ballot casting to be the sample. The data were obtained through
interview and analyzed by using statistical methods, percentage and arithmatic means. The results were
summarized below.

For the socio-economic aspects, the members of Lopburi Farm Women Group was 42.88 years
in average, mostly married, and completed grade of education. Each family consisted 4.58 members with
1 to 8 man of farm labour, using an average of 34 to 80 rai of farmland. Their main occupation was
agriculture. They could earn an average of 59,307.34 baht per family per year and additional 24,020.34 baht
per family per year from supplementary occupation; and spent 43,722.96 baht per family per year. They
often obtained agricultural information from television and radio and some from newspaper, They were
trained and given agricultural information by the government officers. Husband and wife helped each other

mﬂ"?mzhm?mm:ﬁmamaﬁ{mum AUSINYAT Hﬂ'ﬁﬂtﬂé’BmHﬂSﬁWﬂﬂg

Department  of Agricultural Extension and Communication,Faculty of Agriculture,Kasetsart University, Bangkok 10900,
Thailand.

853

thednousy  duinduaduuazineusy uninndunuasmans

Training Division, Extension and Training office, Kasetsart University, Bangkok 10900, Thailand.
3 gonfudtouagiannuiainedoinyasaaas

Kasetsart University Research and Development Institute, Kasetsart University, Bangkok 10900, Thailand.



1. innaseneaas (§aaw) 1R 16 niiuf 2 147

in raising children. Any sick members would be treated at hospitals or health stations.

The Farm Women Group members wanted to organize themselves for certain activities to gain
knowledge in agriculture or home economics aftairs in order to make use of their leisure time especially
10 generate more income for family. Group organization enabled them to work together for their owy and
subgroup benefits as well as for the community they belong to. Those activities included technical
demonstration, community development or public services which gradually improved the quality of life
and family thus led to the prosperity of the localities, community and country as a whole.

The problem as observed was the availability of their time for group activities. They had less
problems concerning capabilities of group committee. They did not have any problem in knowledge and
skills in home economic affairs, or satisfaction and unity of the group. Therefore, it could be said that the

knowledge, opinion and participation of the members were not obstacles to the group operation.

Key Words: Farm Women Group, opinion, participation, knowledge
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Table 1  The knowledge perception of Farm Women Group members.

Knowledge perception on Number Percentage
Agriculture and Home Economics 74 77.90

Life and Family Development 12 12.63

Activities and Time Management 9 9.47

Total 95 100.00
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Table 2 Opinion of Farm Women Group members toword group working.

Group Working Opinion Opinion Mean
Strongly agree Agree Disagree
Grouping make member help cach others and work together 81 13 1 2.84
(85.26) (13.69) (1.05)
Advisor should have ability to develope and assist group 80 15 - 2.85
(84.21) (15.79)
Ought to gain knowledge from officer at least once a month 79 16 - 2.83
(83.16) (16.84)
Using technology for more products 79 16 - 2.83
(83.16) (16.84)
Lead prosperity to the locality 77 18 - 2.81
(81.05) (18.95)
Grouping make member gain more income 76 19 - 2.80
(80.00) 20.00)
The way to be member of Farm Women Group have to decide 75 19 - 2.78
by the officer (78.95) (20.00)
Cause them to have more role in family and economic 74 21 - 278
(77.90) (22.10)
Ought to have marketing information of the goods demand 72 23 - 2.76
(75.79) (24.21)
Group of Farm Women must be developed in future 63 31 1 2.65
(66.32) (32.63) (1.05)
Establish cooperatives for helping farmers in buying, selling 63 28 4 2.62
and savings (66.32) (29.47) “4.21)
The committee of Farm Women Group ought to uphold position 51 21 23 2.29
only one year (53.68) (22.11) (24.21)
Farm Women Group can solve the problem of members 45 46 4 243
(47.37) (48.42) 4.21)
Mean 70 2 3 271
(73.68) (23.16) (3.16)
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Table 3 The activities of Farm Women Group members.
Activities type Activitie frequency Total
Used to do Never

Observing the demonstrations 74 21 95
(77.89) (22.11) { 100.00)

Participating in demonstration 55 40 95
(57.89) (42.11) (100.00)

Developing the localities 84 11 95
(88.42) (11.58) ( 100.00)

Gathering Farm Women Group 52 43 95
(54.74) (45.26) (100.00)
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gy wazlitfymisuauiesas 4210
Boanmummnsovesaunssumsngy  Saundo
sy 171 saaenmsauiununguiiilynnles
Taowuniyviann ynndes  washififlym
iTuiuieuaz 16.84,36.84 1Az 46.32 MUAAY
dulusesveannusauiielumsiauvesaindn
ngy  Anwinnusngdnuanin  anumiiag
yoamFnngu anunelaluwamsdutiuanungy

msaadeuazmselaldveudmhi aasnsu

syeymaazmsaAy nnthudefihaungy
wfidundoniiy 1,59, 1.53, 1.5, 143, 142 uaz
129 zvtuldnandnnifunvasns Tl
Tymlumsauivaungy sy flymlums
ﬁuﬁuawunajmsﬁﬁwumymﬂimﬂmmiﬁ"uﬁywm
Py ymiios vasbifilywilisuios
Az 1052 , 3053 uay 5895 awaAdy Hadim
mAsRaMuanIfY 152 taaahmsduiunungy
nituneasns lufiflyva ( Table 4 )



134 . inwasenans (§anw 1R 16 auh 2

Table 4 Probiems in the operation of Farm Women Group.

Process Problem Mean

Much Less None

Available working hour 22 33 40 2.81
(23.16) (34.74)  (42.10) ’

Capability of group committee 16 35 44 1.71
(16.84) (36.84)  (46.32)

Cooperate of group members in activities 11 34 50 1.59
(11.58) (35.79)  (52.63)

Knowledge and skill on home economics 9 32 54 1.53
(9.47) (33.69)  (56.84)

Union of group members 6 40 49 1.55
(6.32) (42.10)  (51.58)

Satisfaction in group process 7 27 61 1.43
(7.37) (28.42) (64.21)

Communication and attention of the officers 6 11 78 1.42
(6.32) (11.58) (82.10)

Distance and transportation from dwelling to group office 4 20 71 1.29
(4.21) (21.05) (74.74)

Mean 10 29 56 1.52
(10.52) (30.53)  (58.95)
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