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The Progressive Farmer Members' Opinion toward Phrao
Land Sattlement Progressive Farmer Cooperatives,
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ABSTRACT

The principal objectives of the study were to investigate the socio-economic aspects of the member
of the Progressive Farmer Group, their agricultural practices and their opinions toward the Land Settlement
Progressive Farmer Cooperatives.

The target population were 78 members of the Land Settlement Progressive Farmer Cooperatives,
Amphoe Phrao, Changwat Chiang Mai, in 1993. Data collection was conducted through interviews and literature
reviews. Statistical analysis was made using percentage and arithmetic means. The results of the study were
summarized as below:

On the socio-economic aspect, most of the cooperatives members were male (84.62 percent) with the
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average age of 31.5 years old. Their education background was ranged from higher vocational certificate to
bachelor's degree. The average family size was 4 persons, size of land holding was 8-10 rai per family. They
could earn 142,782.75 baht per family per year, and spent 3,653.85 baht per month in average. These members
obtained agricultural information through television radio and newspaper, on a regular basis but read few
agricultural magazines.

Each of the Progressive Farmer members grew trees on 8-10 rai of rainfed land. Each family spent
approximately 30,151.28 baht for the investment. About as percent of the cooperatives members at 92.75 percent
obtained their loan from the cooperatives and carried the debt amouting to 31,596.36 baht per family in average.
They needed more knowledge on crops, livestock and water utillization, The difficulties of this occupation

were the water shortage, lack of fund, low price of prduct, high rate of loan interest, and soil infertility, etc.

These members were very favorable towards the cooperative objectives but uncertain about its operation.

The severity of the difficilties of their occupation was rated moderately medium.

Key words . progressive farmer, farmer cooperative, land settlement
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Table 1 The members of the progressive farmer's opinion toward the objectives of Phrao Land
Settlement Progressive Farmer Cooperatives.

Objectives Opinion Mean
Agreed Uncertain Disagreed
To encourage agricultural graduates 76 2 - 2.97
to take agriculture occupation (97.44) (2.56)
To enable farmers to own farm land 75 3 - 2.96
(96.15) (3.85)
To educate members of the principles 72 6 - 2.92
and operation of cooperatives (92.31) (7.69)
To assist members to find financial 71 7 - 291
resources (91.03) (8.97)
To serve as model for farmers in 65 13 - 2.83
general (83.33) (16.67)
To conduct full-cycle agricultural 63 15 - 2.80
extension (80.77) (19.23)
To disseminate modern agricultural 56 20 2 2.69
technologies (71.80) (25.64) (2.56)
Mean 68 10 - 2.87
(87.18) (12.82)
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Table2 The members of the progressive farmer's opinion toward the operation of Phrao Land
Scttlement Progressive Farmer Cooperatives.
Operation Opinion Mean
Agreed Uncertain Disagreed

Criteria for membership 57 15 6 2.65
(73.08) (19.23) (7.69)

Appropriateness of Training periods 47 27 4 2.55
(60.26) (34.62) (5.12)

Capability of resorce person to 43 32 3 251
transfer technolgy (55.13) (41.03) (3.84)

Annual assessment 42 27 9 2.42
(53.85) (43.62) (11.53)

Services proceeded to members 33 29 16 221
(42.31) (37.18) (20.51)

Operation possible with cooperation 26 38 14 2.15
of members (33.33) (48.72) (17.95)

Land allocation fully used by members 20 31 27 1.91
(25.64) (39.74) (34.62)

No problems on water resource 7 18 53 1.41
for agriculture (8.97) (23.08) (67.95)

Mean 34 27 17 2.23
(43.59) (34.62) (21.79)
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Mean

Problem Opinion

Much Medium Less None

Water shortage for planting 67 2 6 3 3.70
(85.90) (2.56) (7.69) (3.85)

Lack of finance 66 10 2 - 3.82

(84.62) (12.82) (2.56)

Low price of product 48 13 9 8 3.29
(61.54) (16.67) (11.54) (10.25)

Soil infertility 44 25 4 5 3.38
(56.41) (32.05) (5.13) (6.41)

Lack of plant stocks and 42 15 9 12 3.11
livestock breeds (53.85) (19.23) (11.54) (15.38)

Labor shortage 28 25 16 9 2.92
(35.90) (32.05) (20.51) (11.54)

Plant pests 16 34 13 15 2.65
(20.51) (43.59) (16.67) (19.23)

Mean 45 18 8 7 3.26
(57.69) (23.08) (10.26) (8.97)
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