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The Development of Critical Thinking Skills of
Social Studies Teachers
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to construct learning packages for developing critical thinking skills
of social studies teachers. The subjects were 15 graduate students in Social Studies Program of Kasetsart
University in the 1992 academic year. After pretest, the learning packages were experimented with the subjects
for 36 hours. After posttest, data analysis indicated that the posttest scores were statistically higher than that
of the pretest at the .01 level of significance. The subjects showed the capability of knowledge, attitude, and
lesson-plan construction. This revealed that the learning packages were significantly efficient for developing

social studies teachers, critical thinking skills.

Key words : critical thinking, social studies
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Table 1 Mean, standard diviation and t-ratio in pretest and posttest comparison.

X S.D. t
Skill
pretest posttest pretest posttest
Applying 19.86 23.46 793 3.13 3.57
Analyzing 18.60 24.67 422 2.84 4.30
‘Co1, 14727
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Table 2 The results of knowledge and attitude toward critical thinking skills and lesson-plan construction

on teaching critical thinking skills.

very good good fair
Data n % n % n %
Knowledge and attitude 8 53.33 5 33.33 2 13.34
Lesson - plan
Applying 9 60.00 3 20.00 3 20.00
Analyzing 9 60.00 3 20.00 3 20.00
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