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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate background characteristics of parents of preschool
children, parents’ selection of private kindergartens, and factors related to their selection.

A questionnaire was used for data collection. A multi-stage sampling technique was used to draw
a sample of 380 parents of preschool children in private kindergartens in Bangkok Metropolis. Two hundred
and ninety three, 77.10 percent, usable questionnaires were returned for data analysis using percentage, mean
and chi-square.

The majority of parents of preschool children were government officials or working in state enterprises
and private sector with bachelor degrees and eamed 10,001-20,000 Baht per month. The average monthly
income was 36,834.70 Baht.

The kindergartens most selected by parents were those near their residences, of those emphasizing
on physical, emotional, social and intellectual development, those where teachers had good human relations,
and lastly those providing snacks and milk for children.

The findings of this study showed the relationships between background characteristics of the parents
and their choices, statistically significant at the .05 level, as follows: 1) Parents’ occupation was related to their
choices on playground, classroom size, activities provided during the summer session, administrators and
teachers with preschool education and teaching; 2) Parents’ education was related to their choices on ap-
propriateness of facilities, learning materials and aids, appropriateness of number of teachers and their teaching,
and snacks and milk provided for children; 3) Parents’ income was related to their choices on sufficiency and
safety of playground facilities, comfortable bedroom, teachers with preschool education, caregivers being
trained in preschool children, appropriateness of number of teachers in each classroom, teachers with good
human relations, and security in school.

Key words : kindergartens, selection of kindergartens
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Table 1 Relationship between parents’ occupation and selection of private kindergarten.

Occupation
Attributes Selection Government Private Merchandise Employee Others  Total xz p
officials/state sector
enterprises
% % % % % %
() () (m) (n) (n) (o)
Building,Facilities and Environment
- Large shady playgroud Yes 58.8 47.6 65.6 53.8 36.4 53.6
(50) (40) (44) O] (16) (157) 11.3223  0.0232
No 41.2 524 344 46.2 63.6 46.4
(3% C2)) (23 (6) (28) (136)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(35 &4 (67 13) (44) (293)
- Appropriate classroom size Yes 69.4 51.1 53.7 30.7 54.5 56.7
(59) 43) (36) @ (24) (166) 105143  0.0326
No 30.6 48.9 46.3 69.3 455 433
(26) (41) @31 ) (20) (127)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(85) 84) (67 (13) 44 (293)
Learning Experience Provision Yes 10.5 23.8 8.9 0 20.5 15.0
)] (20) (6) ) ) (44) 11.64054 0.0202
- During summer No 89.4 76.2 91.1 100.0 79.5 85.0
activities provided (76) (64) (61) (13) 35) (249)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(85) (34) 67 (13) 49 (293)
Administration
- Administrators with preschool ~ Yes 62.3 63.0 522 23.0 63.6 58.7
education background (53) (53) (35) 3 (28) 172) 9.53828 0.0490
No 37.7 37.0 478 71.0 36.4 413
32) 31 32) (10) (16) (121)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(35 84 67 13 44 (293)
- Teachers with preschool Yes 59.2 63.0 58.2 23.0 75.0 59.0
education background (45) (53) (39) 3) (33) (173) 13.48544 0.0091
No 47.1 37.0 41.8 71.0 25.0 41.0
(40) 31 (28) (10 an (120
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(85) (34 () (13) C)) (293)
- Learning experiences Yes 68.2 523 552 23.0 705 59.0
appropriately provided by teachers (58) 44 37 3) @31 (173) 14.2394  0.0066
No 31.8 417 44.8 77.0 29.5 41.0
@n (40) (30) (10 13) 120
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(85 (84 6N 13) 49 (293)

p <.05
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Table 2 Relationship between parents’ education and selection of private kindergarten.

Education level

2

Attributes Selection Below Bachelor Above Total X p
Bachelor Degree Bachelor
Degree Degree
%o % % %
(n) (n) (n) (n)
Building Facilities and Environment
- Appropriate size of facilities Yes 46.7 65.0 729 61.4
57 (80) 35) (180) 6.7712 0.0339
No 533 350 27.1 38.6
(65) (43) (13) (113)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(122) (123) (48) (293)
Learning Experiences Provision
- Learning materials and aids provided Yes 45.1 66.9 71.0 64.8
(55) (86) 37 (190) 9.8167 0.0074
No 549 30.1 23.0 35.2
(67) 37 (11) (103)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(122) (123) (48) (293)
Administration
- Appropriate number of Yes 54.0 65.8 71.0 62.8
teachers with children (66) 81 37 (184) 8.6368 0.0133
No 46.0 342 23.0 372
(56) (42) (11 (109)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(122) (123) (48) (293)
- Learning experiences Yes 533 585 75.0 59.0
appropriately provided by teachers (65) (72) (36) (173) 6.7435 0.0343
No 46.7 415 25.0 41.0
(57) (51) (12) (120)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(122) (123) (48) (293)
Servicing
- Lunch, snack and milk served Yes 745 853 95.8 82.6
for children (€29) (105) (46) (242)  11.9459 0.0025
No 25.5 14.7 4.2 174
(31 (18) )] (51
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(122) (123) (48) (293)

p<.0
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Table 3 Relationship between parents’ monthly income and selection of private kindergarten.

level of monthly income

Attributes Selection  3,000-  20,001- More than Total ¥ p
20,000 40,000 40,000
Bath Bath Bath
% o % %
(m) () (n) (n)
Building Facilities and Environment
- Appropriate playground facilities Yes 36.7 257 202 294
with number of children 47 (18) (15) (80) 6.7313  0.0345
No 63.3 743 79.8 70.6
(81) (52) (59) (192)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(128) 70) (74) (272)
- Safety playground facilities Yes 53.1 28.5 514 463
(68) (20) (38) (126) 12.0055 0.0025
No 46.9 71.5 48.6 537
(60) (50) (36) (146)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(128) (70) (74) (272)
- Quiet and well-ventilated Yes 60.1 442 459 52.2
bedrooms an 31 34) (142) 6.1646  0.0459
No 399 55.8 54.1 47.8
(51) (39) (40) (130)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Administration
- Teachers with preschool education Yes 50.0 62.8 70.2 588
background (64) (44) (52) (160)
No 50.0 372 298 412
(64) (26) (22) (112)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(128) (70) (74) (272) 8.5875 0.0137
- Caregivers beingt rained in Yes 273 30.0 445 32.7
preschool children (35) 21 (33) (89) 6.6557 0.0368
No 721 70.0 555 67.3
93) 49 (41) (183)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(128) (70) (74) (293)
- Appropriate munber of teachers Yes 54.6 67.1 71.6 62.5
with children (70) 47 (53) (170) 6.6041 0.0359
No 453 329 284 375
(58) 23) (21) (102)
Total 1000 . 1000 100.0 100.0
(128) (70) (74) 272)





