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Socio-economic Status of Farmer Members of The Agricultural
Cooperatives, the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives (BAAC) and Individual Farmers
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ABSTRACT

The socio-economic status and some aspects of social change of three farmer
groups : the agricultural cooperative farmer members; the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives farmer members (BAAC) and the individual farmers in Amphoe
Rattaphum, Songkhla have been compared.

Significant differences were observed in socio-economic status, extension contact
and the use of improved farm practices. The BAAC's farmer members, cooperative farmer
members and individual farmers were ranked first, second and third respectively for the
above mentioned.

In correlation analysis, the highest level of formal education, literacy, living standard,
material possessions, mass media exposure, use of credit and farm produce sales were
positively correlated with the socio-economic statds of these three farmer groups.

With regard to regression analysis, 89.60 percent of the variation in socio-economic

status can be accounted for, by the combined effect of 11 variables.
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Table 1 Personal characteristics of the respondents
Types of farmer member
Characters Cooperative BAAC Individual
(N=42) (N=43) (N=54)
Status of the respondents ’
Husband 23(54.8) 25(58.1) 25(46.3)
Wife 18(42.9) 16(37.2) 23(42.6)
Child 1(2.4) 2(4.7) 6(11.1)
Age
Below 50 yrs 18(42.8) 22(51.2) 33(60.1)
51-60 yrs 14(33.3) 17(39.5) 7(13.0)
Above 60 yrs 10(23.8) 4(9.4) 14(26.0)
average age 49.57 48.81 45.66
Marital status
Single 1(2.4) - 3(5.6)
Married 37(88.1) 42(97.7) 48(88.9)
Divorced 4(9.5) 1(2.3) 3(5.6)
Family type
Nuclear 38(90.5) 33(76.7) 39(72.2)
Extended 4(9.5) 10(23.3) 15(27.8)
Highest level of formal education
Below grade 4 9(21.4) 9(20.9) 17(35.5)
Grade 4 30(71.4) 33(76.7) 33(61.1)
Above grade 4 3(7.1) 1(2.3) 4(7.4)
Literacy
liliterate 6(14.3) 5(11.6) 9(16.7)
Can read 1(2.4) — —
Can read and write 35(83.3) 38(88.4) 45(83.3)
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Table 2 Characteristics of rice.cultivation

Types of farmer members

Characters Cooperative BAAC Individual
(N=42) (N=43) (N=54)
Status of land tenure
Rent 2(4.8) — -
Both rent and own 2(4.8) 3(7.0) 2(3.7)
Own 38(90.0) 40(93.0) 52(96.3)
Farm size
1-10 rai 34(81.0) 22(51.2) 47(87.0)
11-20 rai 6(14.3)  14(32.6) 4(7.5)
more than 2rai 2{4.8) 7{(16.3) 3(5.6)
average 9.71 13.20 7.59
Implements for land preparation
Cattle 6(14.3) 5(11.6) 9(16.7)
Tractor 34(81.0) 35(61.4) 42(77.8)
Both cattle and tractor 2(4.7) 3(7.0) 3(5.6)
Lobour employment during the harvest
Own 82(28.6) 17(39.5) 26(48.1)
Both own and hired 28(66.7) 21(48.8) 24(44.4)
Hired 2(4.8) 2(4.7) 1(1.9)
Cooperative basis — 3(7.0) 3(5.6)
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Table 3 Analysis of variance of socio-economic status and some selected variables

Types of farmer members

Variables Cooperaiive BAAC Individual Statistical
{(N=42) (N=43) (N=54) Value
Mean score
Socio-economic status 4.51 4.80 3.87 F=10.63**
Education 0.80 0.81 0.72 F=1.32
Land 0.07 0.66 0.68 F=1.00
Living standard 0.07 0.74 0.71 F=1.41
Material possessions 0.39 0.50 0.39 F=3.41*
Use of farm mechanization 0.80 0.22 0.10 F=13.02**
Urban contact 0.42 0.43 0.41 F=0.15
Mass media exposure 0.38 0.50 0.43 F=2.32
Use of credit 0.22 0.33 0.04 F=21.78**
Sale of farm produce 0.78 0.58 0.35 F=10.23**
Some aspects of social change : ;
General value orientation 14.28 15.74 15.51 F=2.14
Extension contact 1.90 2.16 1.44 F=3.53*
Use of improved farm 3.52 4,53 3.25 F=8.99**
practices

*Significant at 0.05 level.
* *Significant at 0.01 level.
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Table 4 Pearson correlation of some selected variables and the socioeconomic status

Types of farmer members

Variables Cooperative BAAC Individual
(N=42) (N=43) (N =54)
Education T2%* 45** .64**
Highest level of formal education A4T7** 43** 61**
Litercy 52** 46** .63**
Land 45** .21 .28*
Size of holding —.06 .35** 31
Tenure status .32* .25 .04
Irrigation availability 14 -.11 .03
Living standard 46** bo** .36
Material possessions .5o** .66** 40**
Use of farm mechanization .22 B2** 49**
Urban contact 40** .19 .bO**
Mass Media exposure bB7** B61** 70**
Use of credit 29 * 41** 31**
Sale of farm produce T B7** .60** .54**
Irrigated area .20 .00 .28*
Farm size .21 .27* .32**
Rice vyield .23 .30* 37
Extension contact .15 .28* .26*
General value orientation .15 .22 22*
Use of improved farm practices .07 .05 .20

*Significant at 0.05 level.
* *Significant at 0.01 level.
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Table 5 Stepwise regression analysis of socio-economic status with some selected variables

Step number Variables R R2 F

Variables in the equation

1 Mass media exposure .604 .365 78,93
2 Sale of farm produce .793 .628 115.27
3 Material possessions .861 742 129.88
4 Highest level of formal education .892 .796 130.75
5 Use of farm mechanization 914 .835 135.06
6 Urban contact .925 .855 130.45
7 Use of credit .932 .870 125.48
8 Status of land tenure .937 .879 118.91
9 Living standard .941 .886 112.17
10 lIrrigation availability .944 .892 106.17
11 Minor occupation .946 .896 100.19**

* *Significant at 0.01 level.



d o d
72 UNHAIMART @y I 8 atiun 1

9/
ajluazveauenmuy

a o A’A’ Y o ] J ‘i 9 ol a a ] 9 a
Moy isiu anuendmslussweamstiluandnasniunuesns dewaldianim

1 ‘ - o/ 5 { o ! o [ - J
uanameluisedvesdaUMIIMAATNgPaaz T In sukamaanuamdnuiidedestumsaadedems
Tunuduauazmsldanufienimi msonszduguzmansugdunsdmtaiiudidiy miamnlszaen

] i o/ ‘ :’ - L H
ahmadsuuasludveanyasns anumasdMgaumMwMaRsEghuinednusznhanuasnsiitiu
anFnaotunuainitunsasnseaansidsunsudly Taenmsdansuldnyasnsnedauduiumndn
o - a X Jsly 3 ¢ ﬂ a Y dda ﬂ a

aothunuasnsfinnndy Teod vt a)s: Tenfvoimathimndn aneanumhnnadidemstuandn

1
o

z @ o o ° = a ; 4 .
W vaziduadu aoniunsasnsfandfuluamsduiivanldilss Angnmanngy iveiudagelold
weasneaudundumndnifiunniy

19NE391999

yaygyinad faenuul. 2s20. T Tasvasvavanunsnins tudsana Tne. agammwe : dninnunoie-
nssuMINanINIsEsugi e danuurnd. (Saduun)

Ashby, J.A. "“Appropriate Technology."’ Rura) Sociology. 47(1982) 238-249.

Lionberger, H.G. 1960. Adoption of New Ildeas and Practices. lowa: The lowa University
Press.

March, C.P. and Coleman, A.L. ““Group Influences and Agricultural Innovations : Some
tentative findings and hypothesis’’ American Journal of Sociology. 61(1956) 558-94.

Pachico, D. and Ashby, J. ‘‘Stages in Technology Diffusion among Small Farmers.”’. Agricultural
Administration. 13(1983) 23-37.

Patel, P.M. and Singh, K.N. “’Differential Characteristics of Adopters and Non-adoption of
Farm Planning.”’ Indian Journal of Extension Education. (March-June 1870} 96-102.

Sinha, H.S.P. and Sinha, S.L. ‘‘Adoption of the High-Yielding Varieties of Maize By the
Farmers of Sikkim.'’ /ndian Journal of Extension Education. (Jube 1980) 46-50.



