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ABSTRACT

The study aims to investigate social, economic, communication and psychological conditions
and their influences on members’ participation in cooperative activities.

The Chiya Agricultural Cooperative was selected as study area. It was evident that most
of the cooperative members possessed a moderate standard of living and had their own land. More
than 90 percent of them had received loans and purchased commodities from the cooperative while
about 60 percent had deposited their money and sold rice through it. They had a good knowledge
of the mechanics of cooperative business but little understanding of cooperative management.
They were in frequent contact with the cooperative and considered that there were no obstacles preventing
them initiating contact with the cooperative. Most of them were willing to attend group meetings
and paid more attention to cooperative promotion. They showed only a medium awareness of persons
involved in the cooperative but were satisfied and had a positive attitude towards the cooperative
operations. This resulted in the existence of little problem in the cooperative.

The combined effect of cooperative promotion, frequency of purchasing cooperative
commodies, frequency of contact with the cooperative, deposits, purchasing and length of cooperative
membership respectively determines 87.6 percent of the variation in members’ participation.

It is strongly suggested that a low level of understanding of cooperative management should
be tackled immediately, and in annual meeting representatives should be changed.
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1. Social factors
- Sex (x1)

4. Psychological factors

- Age (x2)
- Marital status ( x3)

>l - Expectations of benefits from the co - op (x 26 )

- Perception of received benefits from the co - op ( x27 )

- Religion (x4 )

- Education ( x5 )

- Literacy ( x6)

- Length of co - op membership ( x7 )

- Involvement at committee level ( x8 )

- Social participation ( x9)

- Knowledge of co - op business operation ( x10 )

A

- Awareness of persons involved in the co - op ( x28 )
- Extent of difficulty in contact with the co - op ( x29 )
- Satisfaction with co - op operations ( x30)

- Attitude towards the co - op (x31)

'

- Debt (x15)

- Farm size ( x16 )

- Material possessions ( x17 )
- Deposits ( x18 )

- Purchasing ( x19)

- Marketing ( x20 )

- Understanding of co - op management ( x11 ) — | Participation in cooperative activities
- T

4 I 4 T

| v L
2. Economic factors 3. Communication factors
- Occupation ( x12) - Distance of residence from the co - op ( x21)
- Income ( x13) —*1 - Frequency of contact with the co - op ( x22)
- Assets (x14) - Frequency of loan received ( x23 )

<]

- Frequency of purchasing commodities ( x24 )
- Cooperative promotion ( x25 )

Figure 1. Conceptual model of factors influencing participation in cooperative activities.
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Table 1 Understanding of cooperative management.

Items Number Percent
1. Adopt and amend bylaws

*(1) Member 78 38.6
(2) Board of directors 84 41.6
( 3 ) Manager 40 19.8

2. Elect and remove directors
*( 1) Member 162 80.2
(2) Board of directors 26 129
( 3) Manager 14 6.9
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Table 1 ( cont .)

Items Number Percent
3. Approve credit line )
*(1) Member 51 25.2
( 2) Board of directors 124 61.4
( 3 ) Manager 27 13.4
4, Establish policies
*(1) Member 66 32.7
(2) Board of directors 76 37.6
(3 ) Manager 60 29.7
5. Control the cooperative
*( 1) Member 67 33.2
(2 ) Board of directors 41 20.3
( 3 ) Manager 94 46.5
6. The period of committee meeting takes place in every....
(1) 15 days 17 8.4
*(2) 1 month 172 85.1
(3) 2 month . 13 6.5
7. In annual meetings, term as membership .of a board terminates
by randomly drawn lots.....
*( 1) one - thirds of a board 104 51.9
(2) two - thirds of a board 52 25.7
46 22.8

(3)all

*
correct answer
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Table 2 Characteristic of purchasing activities.
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Characters Number Percent
Purchasing commodities from co - op
Never purchased 20 9.9
Have purchased 182 90.1
Reason for not purchasing
Have purchased 182 90.1
Inconvenient 2 1.0
Not neccessary 16 7.9
Not available 2 1.0
Reasons for purchasing
Never purchased 20 9.9
Convenient 6 3.0
Lower price 125 61.9
Support the co - op 33 16.3
Receive patronage refund 5 2.5
Access to credit 8 4.0
Good quality 2.0
Amount of money spent on purchasing commodities
Never purchased 20 9.9
Less than 1,000 baht 99 39.1
Between 1,000 - 3,000 baht 63 31.2
More than 3,000 baht 40 19.8
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Table 3 Association between some selected variables and participation in cooperative activities.

Variables Statistical Value

1. Age (x2) ro= .2491**
2. Education ( x5) r = .0853
3. Length as membership ( X7 ) r o= .3207**
4. Involvement at committee level ( x8 ) r = .3679%*
5. Social participation ( x9 ) r = .1798"
6. Knowledge of business operation ( x10) r = .2603**
7. Understanding of co - op management ( x11) r = .1416
8. Total income ( x13) r = .0062
9. Assets ( x14) r = .1250
10. Debt (x15) r = .0799
11. Farm size ( x16) ro= 2347
12. Material possessions ( x17) r = .1830*
13. Deposits ( x18) r = .4610™*
14. Purchasing r = .4760™"
15. Amount of income from rice sale r = .2155*
16. Distance of residence from the co - op. r = .1456
17. Frequency of contact with co - op. r = .5825"*
18. Frequency of received loan ro= 384"
19. Frequency of purchasing commodities r = .5842%*
20. Cooperative promotion r o= .7024**
21. Awareness of persons involved in the co - op. r o= .4513**
22. Satisfaction with co - op. operation r = .0016
23. Attitude towards the co - op. r = .0540

* Significant at 0.01 level.
** Significant at 0.001 level.
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Table 4 Stepwise regression analysis.
Variables R R F
1. Cooperative promotion 702 .493 194.74
2. Frequency of purchasing commodities .820 .673 204.89
3. Frequency of contact with co - op .881 776 228.85
4. Deposits 924 .854 289.88
5. Purchasing .932 .869 260.76
6. Length of membership 936 .876 230.68"

*Significant at 0.01 level.
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