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ABSTRACT

This research work is essentially a compilation of general data and information concerning
home economics teachers at the elementary level in the central region of Thailand and their perception
with regard to the basic subject matter competencies that they should have possessed as well as those
that they actually possessed. Forty seven competency items were considered under the general com-
petencies as teachers in the work - oriented subjects while 139 items were considered under the specific
competencies as teachers in home - making subjects and 26 items were considered under the specific
competencies as teachers in the handicraft subjects.

Rating-scale questionnaires were sent by mail to a total of 324 home-making and handicraft
teachers in elementary schools in every province of the central region of Thail'and. In selecting the
respondents, twelve elementary schools in each of the 27 provinces were randomly chosen. The home-
making or handicraft teacher of each such school was then included as a respondent. A total of
152 accomplished questionnaires returned were sufficiently complete for the purpose.

The data, information and levels of competencies collected were analyzed using a computerized
SPSS program. The results may be summarized as follows :

1. Most of the home economics teachers studied were female, 30 - 40 years of age, and
holders of associate degrees or bachelor’s degrees in academic disciplines other than home economics.
They never received any formal training on the teaching of home-making and handicraft subjects
but had to teach several compulsory as well as elective home-making and handicraft subjects. The
reason for them to have to teach such subjects was either it was the compulsory assignment of the
school or the school had no home economics teacher. The study also revealed that as high as 85.5
percent of the teachers studied incorrectly judged the priority of the practical aspect in the teaching
of home-making and handicraft subjects.
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2. The teachers studied perceived that they should have possessed a high level of competencies
for the teaching of home-making and handicraft subjects although what they actually possessed

was only moderate.

3. There was significant relationship between age of the teachers and their perception

on some competencies studied.
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Table 1 Frequency distribution of work-related teachers in each age group according to their perceived

competence level.

Competence Age below 30 years

Age 30 - 40 years Age above 40 years

Competence level

Competence level Competence level

Item

Category H* M* L* U H M L U H M L U X
To follow up knowledge
application of a** 26 10 2 64 17 3 18 6 2 1.462%*
students in
day-to-day b** 6 23 6 3 36 33 16 - 8 13 5 17.276**

life and other
occations

*H = High; M = Morderate; . = low; U = Unnecessary

**a = Desirable competence; b = Actual competence.
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Table 2 Frequency distribution of housekeeping-work teachers in each age group according to
their perceived level of specialized competence.

Competence Agt below 30 years Age 30 - 40 years Age above 40 years
Competance level Competence level Competence level
Item
2
Category H* M* L* uU* H M L U H M L u X
House keeping work
1. To use work sheet axx 24 13 1 - 65 13 4 - 19 8 - - 6.858
b** 4 20 14 - 34 36 11 1 9 16 2 - 19.624**

2. To assess level of
learning primarily a 19 14 5 - 47 29 6 1 30 5 1 - 6.413
from principles of
task allocation rather
than work outcome b 9 17 12 - 29 46 7 2 14 10 2 - 17.731%*

Child-care work
I. To institute games
for physical, prychological,

and social a 27 11 - - 59 23 3 - 14 12 1 - 4.522
development of
children in various b 2 22 14 - 20 38 26 - 2 21 3 - 15.279**

age groups

2. To use of skill - promoting a* 24 13 - - 59 22 3 - 11 14 - - 9.413*
games with children b 4 24 9 - 12 51 19 - 2 17 5 - 1.748

3. To invent modern toys a 18 19 - - 43 33 7 - 11 11 3 - 4.819
b - 15 20 2 8] 40 29 2 1 17 5 1 14.053*

Wark invelving food
1. To conduct price our

veying for food ingredients a 17 17 - 3 54 25 4 1 18 9 - - 12.123*
and kitchen utensils . b 6 15 13 3 28 36 19 2 10 13 3 - 10.916*
regulary

2. To emphasize strick
quantity measurement a 15 16 3 2 45 32 6 1 15 10 - 2 6.195

of food ingredients

and additives in teaching b 6 14 1t 5 14 47 21 3 7 16 1 2 12.345*
3. To prepare family a 18 12 4 1 58 21 3 - 19 7 1 - 8.173
expenditure budget for food. b 7 17 9 2 31 43 9 - 16 7 3 19.705**
4. To select sanetary food a 20 16 - 1 66 11 5 1 21 2 2 2 21.922%*
additives propery. b 13 14 7 3 43 29 1 1 15 5 4 2 8.383
Clothing and Tailoring work
1. To conduct tasts for
verification of type a
and characteristics 12 16 4 3 34 38 6 3 8 15 2 - 4.586
of textiles b 2 10 15 8 13 33 30 5 3 11 10 - 13.636*
2. To be knowledge able a 12 16 N 2 28 39 11 2 9 13 2 - 2,445
of clothing decoration. b 1 8 20 6 7 29 40 4 4 9 11 - 12.114*
3. To use other materials a 13 17 3 2 39 34 6 1 18 5 2 1 8.579
for clothing business. b 3 16 12 4 10 42 26 2 11 6 7 1 20.538**
4. To design attractive a 12 14 7 2 35 31 14 2 10 11 4 1 1.523
seam sewing patterns b 1 9 16 9 8 28 40 6 3 11 10 1 12.397*
5. To tailor carefully a 22 12 - 1 50 24 6 2 19 6 - 1 5.701
and neatly. b 2 23 8 2 12 40 27 3 10 8 7 - 16.335%*

*H = high ; M = Moderate ; . = Low, U = Unnesscessary.
**a = Desirable competence ; b = Actual competence.
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Table 3 Frequency distribution of craftsmanship teachers in each age agroup according to their

perceived level of specialized competence.

Competence Age below 30 years Age 30 - 40 years Age above 40 years
Competence level Competence level Competence level
Item
category  H*  M*  L*  U* H M L v H M L U x*
1. To acquire knowledge
about arts, culture, A 17 15 3 - 59 17 4 - 20 6 - 1 13.526*
customs and traditions B 5 25 4 1 21 47 13 - 10 11 4 1 8.753
of the community
2. To be fond of
visiting art shows A 15 17 56 24 1 - 20 12,047+
and exhibitions B 13 s 19 44 19 9 12 5 7.090
3. To keep track of
developments and; A 12 20 3 55 24 2 - 18 8 1 12.629**
evaluation in arts B 5 15 14 1 11 51 20 - 7 14 5 10.028
4. To appreciate
innovative crafisworks A 22 12 1 71 9 1 22 3 1 10.972**
of students B 14 17 4 44 34 4 - 20 4 1 10.595%*
5. To be fond of
putling out appropriate A 18 12 5 54 23 2 1 16 10 - 10.830
innovative craftswork of B 4 26 4 1 28 39 15 - 9 12 4 12137+
students
6. To allow students
to be on their own A 25 10 73 1 - 19 6 1 9.902*
in designing craftswork B 18 13 4 45 35 2 17 7 I 5.955
7. To prefer using
propery designed A 11 18 2 5 30 45 7 - 10 15 1 16.281**
clothing to plain clothing B 3 17 12 4 6 56 19 1 5 12 8 15.043*
8. To accumulate
potentially useful A 19 14 - 2 63 18 1 - 19 6 - 11.772
scrap materials B 8 17 7 31 45 7 - 14 8, 2 18.767**

*H = high ; M = Moderate ; L = low ; U = unnecessary

** a = Desirable competgnce ; b = Actual competence
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