runuaTmaas () 1:85-95 (2535)

ﬂﬂNﬂﬂ!‘l’i‘H‘U’ﬂQ‘HﬂﬂﬂH1!!ﬁ“’N‘UiﬂﬁfJ]ﬂﬂi}ﬂﬁuﬂﬁﬂB"l
!ﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂ'li‘].]i“"lfﬂ!‘lmi!!ﬂuﬂﬁﬂi’)‘lﬁﬂuﬂﬂﬂu‘“ﬂdNﬁ'ﬂuﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬂ1

ummmamnymmam Gllé)‘ln!!,!ﬂ‘l.! mm‘]vm uazawammum
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were (1) to investigate the methods of cheer meetings
and welcoming freshmen students to the University in the present (2) to study the opinions
of students and student affairs administrators on the advantages and disadvantages of
cheer meetings and welcoming freshmen and (3) to study the opinions of students and
student affairs administrators concerning appropriate methods of cheer meetings and
welcomeing University freshmen students.

The study consisted of a sample of 2326 undergraduate students and 102 student
affairs administrators from Kasetsart University, Khon Kaen University, Chiang Mai
University, and the Prince of Songkhla University, Hat Yai campus. The instruments
used for collecting the data were two types of questionnaires. The data were analyzed
through SPSS* (Statistical Packages for Social Sciences Version X) to obtain percentages.

The major findings included the followings:

(1) The students arranged cheer meetings for the freshmen three to four days a
week between 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. begining th¢ first of June and ending in the middle
of July. The main purposes of cheer meetings were to train the freshmen to sing college
and university songs, to be physically and mentally tough and to pay respect to the upper
class students. The methods of cheer meetings included teaching college and university
songs to the freshmen, having the freshmen run together, and playing hazing with the
freshmen. There were two periods of welcoming for the freshmen, the first one was aimed
to help new students get into the university, the second one included the welcoming and
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celebrating with the freshmen who could pass the six week period of cheer meetings and
hazing. Welcoming the freshmen took place both day and night. The day program
included various kinds of hazing, while the night program consisted of stage shows and
dancing.

(2) Most of the students and the administrators agreed that the cheer meetings and
welcoming freshmen with hazing and violence had some advantages such as, making the
freshmen have a stronger mind, patience, obey and pay respect to the upper class students,
and be able to sing college and university songs. The administrators had a tendency to
see fewer advantages of violent cheer meetings and welcoming the freshmen than the
students. Students from Prince of SongKhla University had a tendency to see less
advantages of violent cheer meeting and welcoming the freshmen than the students from
the other three universities. Male students had a tendency to see more advantages of
violent cheer meeting and welcoming freshmen than female students, while different classes
and grade point average groups of students had the same opinions. Most of the students and
the administrators agreed that the nonviolent cheer meetings and welcoming freshmen had
some advantages such as, making a more harmonious, and warm feeling among the students
and recieving information concerning learning and living on campus.

(3) Most of the students and the administrators also agreed that the violent cheer
meetings and welcoming of freshmen caused many disadvantages and problems. The most
common problems included the freshmen feeling anxious, frustrated, ashamed, unreasonable
and aggressive. They lacked self-confidence and freedom, consequently, their grade point
averages were fairly low and finally they had to drop out of the University. The
administrators had a tendency to see more disadvantages of violent cheer meetings and
welcoming freshmen than the students. The students from Prince SongKhla University
had a tendency to see less disadvantage of violent cheer meetings and welcoming the
freshmen than the students from the other three universities. The students from different
groups classified by sex, classes, and grade point average had no different opinions toward
the violent cheer meetings and welcoming of freshmen. Most of the students and the
administrators agreed that non-violent cheer mettings and welcoming the freshmen caused
no problems at all.

(4) Most of the students and the administrators agreed that the appropriate
method of cheer meeting and welcoming freshmen included a seminar for the cheer meeting
and welcoming of freshmen and the announcment of new model to the student population
should be male, The higher class students distributed song books to the freshmen and
taught them to sing college and university songs. The upper class students advised and
helped the freshmen on how to learn and live on campus set good examples, avoided drinking
liquor before going to the cheer meeting room, set up a tutoring service for freshmen, and
taught them to be loyal to the university. Welcoming freshmen should be on a voluntary
basis. Finally, welcoming should include cultural shows, parties, and souvenirs for the
freshmen.

Key words : welcoming, freshmen, students
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