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The Dynamic of Agrarian Society in Pak - Phanang Coastal Area,
Nakhon Sri Thammarat Province, Southern Thailand
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ABSTRACT

Qualitative research techniques were used in the study to understand dynamic of agrarian
society in Pak-Phanang coastal area, Nakorn Sri Thammarat province. It is found that changing
in socio-economic and land use pattermns of the society since 1937 resulted in farmer crisis in
terms of declining of labour productivity in rice farming. A large number of active persons
has been moving out of the farming practice and seeking for works in fishery related industries,
commercial shrimp farming of within area and in other big towns. This was mainly due to the
application of the modernization approach of development policies to the region has given minor
benefit to small - scale farmers.

It is suggested that development strategies have to be carefully designed towards the
equity of the society. Therefore, the strategies should be focussed on allocation of capital,
provision of knowledge and information and development of institutions to assist small-scale
farmers, who wish to do shrimp farming to compete with large - scale shrimp tirms. The
rice farmers should be encouraged to diversify their farming systems as well as to improve
livestock production, especially cattle. Finally, any agencies concerned should find out the
strategies to develop small-scale fisheries toward sustainability.

Keywords : agrarian system, dynamic, socio-economic changes
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LEGEND :
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e Minor Water Gate

@ Medium Scale Irrigation Area
(Khlong Mai - Seap Project)
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Figure 1. Map of irrigation and water gates at Pak - phanang Watershed.
(Source : Royal Irrigation Department).
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Table 1 The amount of land (Km?) in each catagory of use over time.

Land Use Year (B.E.)
2509 2517 2531
Beach 2.76 1.80 1.94
Settlement 19.11 20.43 25.48
Orchard 2.08 3.60 11.92
Mangrove 155.46 145.07 96.39
Shrimp 0 5.17 66.16
Rice 177.78 122.94 107.29
Marsh 4.44 11.35 5.03
Total 301.63 301.30 314.21
River Area 4.55 5.68 6.93

Source : Aerial photos made in 2509, 2517 and 2531 BE.
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Table 2 Historical profile of agrarian soiciety in Pak-Phanang coastal area.

Year (A.E.) Event
Before 1940
1897 Expansion of rice farms as a consequence of the construction fo Khlong Sukhum.
1907 Rice trade very significant. Large rice mill built, international trade booms.
1917 Goverment prohibits private rice exports
Transition to Green Revolution 1940 -1970
1940 Road to Nakhon Si Thammarat Started. Government control rice export and
buy rice from farmers at low prices.
1955 Government completely monopolizes rice trade, bringing about declining profit
for the large rice mills. Start of small scale rice mills.
1960 Typhoon Harriet.
1967 Dredging of canal starts. Beginning of government promotion of rice farming

by introducing double crop rice. Which needs twice the volume of fresh water
as single crop rice. End of large rice mills. Shift of man power to the fishery.

Green Revolution 1971 - 1986
1972 End of large rice mills
1977 More double cropping area.

Rice Crisis 1987-1991

1988 Massive flood and drought causes widespread damage. Intensive shrimp farming
becomes important. Rice yields declined significantly.
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Labour Productivity
of Rice Farming
(Bahts/Labour Unit)

B.E. 2490-2520

B.E. 2521-2530
(2 crops of rice a year)
30,000 -
B.E. 2521-2530
20,000 - (1 crop of rice a year : 50 %
of rice area)
B.E. 2532 - 2534
| (1 crop of rice a year)
10,000 o , ,// + Subsisten level
1 7 :
A .
v ]
1] ]
i :
| 1
: :
0 E .{ Area of Rice Farming
G 15 er T 715 ‘2'(; per Labour Unit
Average Farm

Annual Fixed - Capital size in Pak - Phanang
Coastal Area

Figure 2. Evolution of Labour Productibity in Rice Farming, Pak-Phanang Coastal Area :

B.E. 2490-2520, 2521-2530, and 2532-2534,

Note : The subsistent level was estimated from the basic and essential expenditures of the active
person in the area under study on foods, medicine for a basic health care, clothes,
housing improvement plus the expenditure of two school age children (the estimation
was done by interviewing 30 housholds).
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