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ABSTRACT

This paper summarizes research and development processes of the marine science course given to
Thailand’s coastal schools. The course can be categorized into three phases. The first phase was constructing
and refining course contents by a team of ten experts. The course contents comprised of five knowledge
domains: (1) marine physics, (2) marine chemistry, (3) coastal and underwater geological systems, (4) marine
lives and (5) benefits and effects of marine resource utilization. The second phase involved training of 26
participating teachers who were selected from 18 schools where environmental conservation projects were
introduced. This newly developed training program responded to this group of teachers’ needs for additional
information related to marine sciences. The knowledge gained from this training would be applied into physics,
chemistry and biology subjects given by these participating school teachers. The third, and final, stage
involved a demonstration of strategies for integrating marine sciences into classrooms. A marine science
camp project was initiated. Fifty-four students from the 18 schools where their teachers had partaken in the
training were selected. Project-based learning pedagogy was employed with these students while their teachers
acted as observers. Nine student projects were presented. These projects reflect students’ basic understanding
of marine sciences and ability to apply the knowledge into their projects. Students’ journals and self-reflection
notes showed a high level of satisfaction with the use of project-based approach in learning about marine
science.

Key words: local curriculum, marine science course, coastal schools
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Table 1  The selected schools and the number of the selected teachers in each school.
Province Schools Number of Male Female
selected
teacher (s)
Chachoengsao 1. Bang Pa Kong “Bor Worn 2 - 2
Wittayayol”

Chon Buri 1. Plu-ta-luang Wittaya 1 1 -
2. Bang La Mong 2 1 1

Rayong 1. Rayongwittayakom Pak-Num 1 - 1
2. Mongkutt Rachawittayalai 1 - 1
3. Bang Chan Karnchanakul Wittaya 1 1

Chanthaburi 1. Matayom Ta Klang 1 - 1
2. Sri Ya Nusorn 2 1 1
3. Benjama Nusorn 1 1 -
4. Lam Singh Wittayakom 1 - 1

“R-Thron SunkKla Wattana 4 Oop- Pa-Tum

Trat 1. Owl Yai Pitayakarn 2 1 1
2. Trat Takarnkul 2 1 1
3. Klong Yai Wittayakomb 2 1 1
4. Lam Njob Wittayakomb 1 - 1

Samut Songkhram 1. Umpawon Wittayalai 2 - 2
2. Trai Hart 1 - 1

Phetchaburi 1. Bangtaboon Wittaya 2 - 2
2. Cha Um Kunt Yin Nuang Buri 1 1 -
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Table 2  Titles of nine students Marine Science Projects.
No. Titles of marine science projects
1 Using of physics equipments to measure the changes of seawater at the coast.
2 Physical model study of tidal wave and seawater current.
3 Physical changes of seawater in twenty-four hours.
4 Examination of chemical properties of the alluvion.
5 Study of ecological system and mangrove.
6 Waste water and debris problems on the coast.
7 Gravel and sandy beach ecology.
8 Diversities of marine life resources.
9 Observation of the coastal process.
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