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The Development of Self-Directed Learning
Characteristics of Students in Tourism Industry Classroom
Through Research-Based Learning
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the results of Research-Based Learning (RBL.) in developing
students” self-directed learning characteristics. Subjects were 40 students who enrolled in the Tourism Industry
course. Pre and Post self-evaluation, open-ended questionnaires, students’ journals, teachers  diaries,
observation and focus group technique were used to collect data.

The results were as follows: students™ self-directed learning characteristics that RBL. could develop
were ability to communicate ideas in different forms, ability to search for information, ability to accept others’
ideas, self disciplined, critical thinking, team-working, self-confidence, enthusiasm to try new things.

Key words: self-directed learning, classroom action research, student-centered, research-based learning
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Table 1  Percentage of participants’ self-evaluation before and after learning.

Self-directed Very strong Strong Moderate Slight Very slight

learning

characteristics Before After Before After Before After Before After Before  After

1. Responsibility 6.25 12.5 31.25 65.5 56.25 22 6.25 - - -
for Self-directed
learning (%)

2. Willingness to 6.25 12.5 37.5 59.25 56.25 28.25 - - - -
try new things (%)

3. Developing learning 9.25 12.5 48.25 58.25 34.37 29.25 8.13 - - -
objectives (%)

4. Ability to search 3.25 9.37 31.25 53.13 65.5 37.5 - - - -

for information (%)

5. Ability to transfer - 3.13 28.25 56.25

information (%)

56.25 34.3 15.15 6.25 - -
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