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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the research were to study: 1) explicit knowledge of Thai organic farming, and
2) tacit knowledge from Thai indigenous organic farming. Mrs. Sommai Nu-daeng who is the owner of “Rai
Thon Nuey” or “Dare to Sweat Farm” at Khok Samrong district, Lop Buri province was a case study. Study
techniques used documentary analysis, observation and in-depth interview then content analysis was applied.
Findings revealed that techniques and input factors of Thai organic farming had imitated conventional
agriculture, only applied organic matter grow produce, accelerate growth and pest management. Two organic
farming patterns are self-sufficient organic farming and standard organic farming. The empirical study showed
that practices and essential components can reduce cost of organic farming. The emphases were on production
management. The more crops rotary grown, the more balance of farm sustainability would become.

Key words. organic farming, explicit knowledge, tacit knowledge
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3. Implementing all systems in harmony.

1. Creating a new concept of an organic farming.

Concepts

2. Managing nature was a heart of an organic agriculture.

Input factors
- Compost/Manure
- Green manure: legume and weeds

- Living microorganisms

The essential components

- Soil improvement: green manure
- Weed management

- Crop for insects

- Crop maintenance

- Harvest only eating pieces

-
A o

Production process

- Soil preparation
® Low tillage until no tillage
® Improve soil fertility

- Crop maintenance

® Food chain: plants, insects and

animals

Learning process
- Problem solving
- Learning by doing

- Knowledge management

Figure 1 Sommai Nu—daeng’s organic farming management.
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Table 1

reduced cost vegetable organic farming.

Compare some differences between variable costs of general vegetable organic farming with

Some variable cost General organic

Reduced cost organic Reduced cost organic

farming farming (1*' crop) farming (2" crop)
Baht/rai Baht/rai Baht/rai
1. Soil preparation 3,115 2,923 100
1) Plough 350 350 -
2) Compost/Manure 2,473 2,473 -
3) Green manure - 100 100
4) Others 292 - -
2. Crop maintenance 399 - -
1) Herbicide 113 - -
2) Spraying 42 - -
3) Others 244 - -
3,514 2,923 100

Source: Sudchai (2003) and Sommai (2004)
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