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Perception and Opinions of Students Toward Preventing
Drug Problems at Kasetsart University, Bangkhen Campus
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Vichan Wongsang

ABSTRACT

This research aims to investigate the perception and opinions of students toward preventing drug
problems at Kasetsart University, Bangkhen Campus. The sample consisted of 1,864 undergraduate students.
Questionnaire was used as a research instrument. Statistic analyses include percentage, mean and standard
deviation.

The results revealed that: 1) the level of the students’ perception toward preventing drug problems
at Kasetsart University, Bangkhen Campus, was high. When considering all related points, the students had
a strong tendency to perceive drug problems. The most sensible issue for the students was crime and harm
of drug abuse while drug assistance cure was the least ones. Media had a moderate impact on their perception
of drugs. Television media and public relations media of Kasetsart University had the most and least impacts,
respectively. 2) the overall level of the students’ opinions toward preventing drug problems at Kasetsart
University, Bangkhen Campus, was high. An increase of drug use was primarily affected by social environment
which, in the students’ opinions, were the entertainment complex at night on the one hand at most, and
imitating celebrities on the other at least. Lecture hall was considered the most appropriate place for anti
— drug activities whereas the sports area was the least one. Most students agreed that television production
and public relations through KU Channel could be the most efficient means to publicize knowledge and
activities relating to drug prevention. Opinion forum would be the least effective solution to drug problems.

Key words. drug problems, drug abuse, drug prevention
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Figure 1 Reception and Adoption of Transfering Technology.

Source: Sukprasert (2006)
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Table 1  Education background of Kasetsart University students in 2006.
Variable Number (N=18,635) Samples (n=1,864) Percentage
1. Sex
Male 8,585 859 46.1
Female 10,050 1,005 53.9
2. Undergraduate students (Year)
First year 5,554 556 29.8
Second year 4,491 449 24.1
Third year 4,174 417 22.4
Fourth year 4,416 442 23.7
3. Program of study
Agriculture 968 96 52
Fisheries 740 74 4.0
Forestry 847 85 4.6
Engineering 4,457 446 23.9
Education 973 97 52
Social science 1,318 131 7.0
Agro-industry 1,415 142 7.6
Business administration 2,045 205 11.0
Humanities 1,346 135 7.2
Science 2,201 220 11.8
Economics 1,636 164 8.8
Architecture 244 24 1.3
Veterinary medicine 306 31 1.7
Veterinary technology 139 14 8
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Table 2  Students’ perception about drug.
Perception about drug (n = 1,864) Level of perception
X SD

1. Meaning of drug 4.13% .65 High

2. Type of drugs 3.81 73 High

3. Perception about harmful of drug 4.20Y 73 High

4. Factors of drug abuse 3.90 74 High

5. Perception of drug user abuse 3.45 .84 Moderate

6. Perception of damage to drug user 3.53 .87 High

7. Perception of drug avoidance 4.07Y .79 High

8. Perception of drug user treatment 3.21 95 Moderate
Total 3.79 .54 High

Table 3

Students’ perception in mass media about drug.

Perception in mass media about drug (n = 1,864) Level of perception
X SD
1. Television 4.19Y 79 High
2. Radio 3.29 94 Moderate
3. Newspapers 3.61 93 High
4. Magazine / Leaflet 3.34 95 Moderate
5. Advertisement cutout 3.48 92 Moderate
6. Internet networking 3.30 .99 Moderate
7. Personal contact: friend, instructor, relatives 3.63% 95 High
8. University public relations 3.05 97 Moderate
9. Outsource university sector 3.20 94 Moderate
Total 3.46 .63 Moderate
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Table 4  Students’ opinion on drug problems social environment.

Social environment (n = 1,864) Level of opinion
X SD

1. Poverty 3.60 .89 High
2. Family breakdown 4.11% 80 High
3. Miscommunication and misunderstanding 4.13% .79 High
4. Crowded community 3.96 81 High
5. Night-life entertainment trap 4.17Y .82 High
6. Gambling 3.78 .87 High
7. Misperception in folkway teaching 3.78 .88 High
8. Idol - star copying 3.40 97 Moderate
9. Capitalism influence 3.63 91 High
10. Little responsibility of the government staff 3.59 .90 High

Total 3.81 54 High

Table 5  Students’ opinion on drug problems suitable venue for the prevention drug activity arrangement.

Suitable venue for the prevention drug (n = 1,864) Level of opinion
activity arrangement X SD
1. Space in the university campus 3.93% .80 High
2. Space in the dormitory area 3.78 .89 High
3. Student activity center 3.80% .82 High
4. Learning center 3.99Y/ .85 High
5. Students club area 3.70 .86 High
6. Canteen / Cafeteria area 3.70 .94 High
7. Sports center 3.64 .96 High
8. University bus service 3.74 94 High
Total 3.79 .63 High

Table 6  Students opinion on drug problem pattern and concept of activity to prevent drugs problems.

Pattern and concept of activity to (n = 1,864) Level of opinion
prevent drugs problems X SD
1. Provide drug prevention program for the newcomers 3.89% 78 High
2. Campaign to setup students drug prevention club 3.87 .76 High
3. Setup drug counseling clinic 3.92% .79 High
4. Create activity to promote commitment and agreement 3.67 91 High
not to involve in drug
5. Provide training program for drug prevention 3.74 .79 High
6. Exhibition campaign for drug prevention 3.79 .82 High
7. Drug prevention for study tour 3.92% .87 High
8. Setup seminar and discussion for drug prevention 3.62 .84 High
9. Provide concert for drug prevention 3.92% 90 High
10. Create television program for drug prevention 3.94Y .87 High

Total 3.83 .56 High
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