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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to study farmers’ adoption of the natural rubber mats for dairy
farming. The natural rubber mat was a new technology in dairy farming which helped keeping cows
comfortable, safety, healthy and minimizing diary lameness. The population consisted of 46 farmers who
attended the training course on the application of the natural rubber mat of dairy farming. Questionnaires
were used for data collection. Percentage, mean and Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient were
used for data analysis.

The results revealed that more than half of dairy farmers were in the adoption stage and adoption
level had positive relation to the pattern of dairy housing and amount of family labour in dairy farms (p<.05).
A problem found was an expensive price of the natural rubber mat causing farmers to reject the use of the
rubber mats because 86.7 percent were small farms (1-20 diary cows). In addition, some farmers needed
to obtain a loan from local dairy cooperatives; however, there was no coordinator between dairy cooperatives
and farmers. Furthermore, the farmers asked the government,s sector or concerned organizations to provide
the training on more technology related to rubber mats.

Key words: dairy farming, natural rubber mats, agricultural technology, adoption of innovation
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Table 1  Farmers knowledge and application of technology for diary farming (N=46)
Knowledge and application of Number of Percentage
technology for diary farming farmers  correct answer
- Time of insemination and difficulty conception 42 91.30
- Suitable time (periods) of insemination after parturition 32 69.57
- Other supplementation besides the daily basal fed 46 100.00
for dairy cow
- Percentage of green forage fed for the dairy cow 6 13.04
(Calculated from body weights)
- Treatment for the dairy infected Mastitis 46 100.00
- Frequency of Mastitis diagnosis 46 100.00
- Duration time to vaccinate Foot and Mouth Diseases 44 95.65
and Tuberculosis
- Time to give an endoparasite drugs in dairy cow 43 93.47
- Duration to give an endoparasite drugs in dairy cow 43 93.47
before parturition
- Appropriate time to draw milk in dairy cow before 46 100.00

parturition
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Table 2  Satisfaction level of farmers from the training course on the application of the natural rubber mats
(N=46)
Satisfaction toward natural Satisfaction level (Percentages)
rubber mats Very Very No
high High Moderate Low low comment
- Difficulty to gain the natural - 47.83 15.22 32.61 2.17 2.17
rubber mat knowledge
- Difficulty to clean the natural 26.15 35.38 15.38 20.00 - 3.09
rubber mats
- Satisfaction level with natural 12.31 55.38 10.77 10.77 7.69 3.08

rubber mats

Table 3  Factors related to the satisfaction of farmers attending the training course on the application of
the natural rubber mats of dairy farming
Factors N r P
- Farmers land size 45 0.397%* 0.007
- Level of expedient to access knowledge on 45 0.348%* 0.019
natural rubber mat
- Farmers’ grass land size 30 0.391* 0.033

## p< .01
* p< .05
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Table 4  Factors related to the adoption of farmers attending the training course on the application of the
natural rubber mats of dairy farming
Factors N r p
- Pattern of dairy housing 45 0.345%* 0.020
- Amount of family labour in dairy farms 43 0.334%* 0.029

* p< .05
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