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Tourists’ Opinion on Conservation Tourism Development
Center Project at Jet Khot-Pong Konsao Forest
Plantation, Kaeng Khoi District, Saraburi Province
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ABSTRACT

Objectives of the study were to determine the opinion level and factors related to tourists’ opinions
on conservation tourism development center project of Jet Khot—Pong Konsao forest plantation, Amphoe
Kaeng Khoi, Changwat Saraburi. Data were collected by questionnaires to interview 390 sampled tourists
who visited the conservation tourism development center project area. The statistical method used for testing
relationship between independent variable and dependent variable was chi-square, at 95 percent statistical
confidence level.

Results of the study indicated that the tourists’ opinion on the conservation tourism development center
project was at high level, with an average score of 4.09. Factors related to the tourists’ opinions on this
recreational area were income and knowledge on ecotourism.

Key words: tourist, conservation tourism
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Table 1  Profile of the respondents

Profile n =390 Percentage Commentary

Sex
Male 197 50.51
Female 193 49.49

Age
< 21 years 138 35.38 Average = 27.09 years
21 - 40 years 213 54.62 Maximum = 62 years
> 40 years 39 10.00 Minimum = 10 years

Main occupation
Non - main occupation 61 15.64
Agriculture 47 12.06
Trading 45 11.54
Casual labor 124 31.80
Government officials 80 20.51
Private business 33 8.46

Annual household income
< baht 50,001 111 28.46 Average = 119,481.95 baht
baht 50,001 - 100,000 114 29.23 Maximum = 900,000 baht
baht 100,001 - 150,000 81 20.77 Minimum = 12,000 baht
baht 150,001 - 200,000 45 11.54
> baht 200,000 39 10.00

Tourists domicile
Central part 311 79.75
North - eastern part 50 12.82
Northern part 21 5.38
Southern part 8 2.05

Means of traveling
By private car 231 59.22
By hired car 130 33.34
By bus 29 7.44

Table 2  Level of tourists opinion on the conservation tourism development center project

S.D. Level of opinion1

Aspects of opinion X
Opinion on ecotourism activities aspects 4.09 0.79 High
Opinion on public relations and link on tourism market aspects 4.05 0.84 High
Opinion on administration aspects 4.17 0.77 High
Opinion on community participation aspects 4.04 0.80 High
Total 4.09 0.80 High

! Description criteria :  1.00 - 1.80 Low level

1.81 - 2.60 Nearly low level

2.61 - 3.40 Moderate level

341 - 4.20 High level

4.21 - 5.00 Very high level
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Table 3  Factors relating to tourists’ opinion on the conservation tourism development center project
Independent factors X2 P
Age 1.159 0.282
Education 0.122 0.727
Main occupation 12.040 0.061
Income 6.483 0.011"
Domicile of tourist 5.028 0.081
Traveling distance 0.023 0.879
Type of tourist group 7.273 0.064
Duration of tourism 3.342 0.068
Objective of the visiting 2.387 0.303
Membership of forest resource conservation party 0.820 0.365
Knowledge on ecotourism 5.621 0.018"

*p< .05
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