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Abstract

pragmatism of their doctrines in responding to the national political landscape.  
The study utilizes a virtual ethnography approach, gathering information and 

 
@ElGadda, @FirandaAndirjaOfficial, @RodjaTV, and @khalidbasalamah.  
The analysis tool Nvivo 12 is also employed to aid in the transcription and coding 

does not apply in the context of democracy. Despite democracy being established 
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Introduction 

not singular and fragmented, indicates the presence 

political demands drive them to dynamically and 
contextually position Salafi doctrines. Despite Salafis 
sharing a similar religious approach, they exhibit different 
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interpretations regarding politics and contemporary 

on differences in interpretation and contextual analysis 
rather than variations in beliefs (tauhid). All Salafis 

rejecting the role of human rationality in understanding 

involves contextual considerations related to socio-
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ideological and methodological differences, particularly 

political authorities, and the use of violence (Collombier, 

of Laskar Jihad considered a starting point for internal 

divides Salafis into three factions: reformist Salafis, 

Salafi jihadis. The differing categorizations of Salafis 
in academic discourse indicate that the Salafi groups 
are undergoing dynamic developments. Therefore, an 
accurate, contextual, and comprehensive understanding 

on data exploration through literature and observation, 

First, many studies have paid attention to the political 

authorities (Chaplin, 2021; Collombier, 2020; Krismono, 

in Saudi Arabia, resulting in different approaches to state 
ideology. Second, studies that emphasize the authority 

focus on educational institutions (Rohmaniyah & 

point out that radio plays a crucial role in strengthening 

for this identity tends to be fragmented.
 This research complements the shortcomings of 

has implications for the implementation of doctrines in 

hierarchical organizations, and their discourse obsessively 
focuses on monotheism and correct ritual practices rather 

groups position their doctrines in the national social-

movement in the digital space provides an alternative 

political activism.

singular nor rigid but tends to be pragmatic. The 

compel them to adapt to domestic social and political 
conditions. These adaptation efforts have been relatively 
successful, considering the extensive development of 

capital, economic resources, and religious credibility 

research aims to comprehensively examine the political 

doctrines from the political narratives produced in the 
digital realm.

Literature Review

differently in many countries according to social and 
cultural contexts. This has led many academics to classify 

interpretations of politics and contemporary issues 

demonstrate religious identity and authority.
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 The political foundation of Salafism is based on 
doctrines that simultaneously serve as their main 
identity. These include making the generation of salaf 
al-shalih a role model in purifying missions, opposing 

of the companions, and using a textualist approach in 

disseminate and defend doctrines, making them more 
accommodating to secular government systems and 

vision through violence, framing the interpretation of 
jihad as a means to realize their political ambitions (Kepel, 

in several studies (Al-Sarhan, 2015; Fitzgerald, 2016; 

Steinberg, 2009; Wagemakers, 2020).

 
they are also involved in politics (Bonnefoy, 2018; Collombier, 
2020; Olidort, 2015). This research places more focus  

undergone significant transformation since the global 

2010). 

and tend to be dynamic. Therefore, comprehending 

influenced by the socio-political aspects of a country 
in contextualizing their teachings. Additionally, the 

approach proposed by Wald et al. (2005) seems relevant 
for addressing the issues in this research.
 Wald et al. (2005) suggest that for religious ideas to 
manifest into political action, at least three conditions are 
necessary. First, religious groups must consider political 

religion and politics as an inseparable entity. Second, the 

extensively use digital platforms to disseminate religious 

leverage political policies. Third, understanding the 
political situations and conditions that may hinder these 
efforts. Furthermore, Wald et al. (2005) also emphasize 
understanding the motives, means, and opportunities 
in political activism; the motives underlying religious 
groups in political actions, the means that enable effective 
religious participation, and the opportunities that facilitate 
their entry into the political system.

opportunities, resources, and the framing of aspirations, 

Academics commonly employ social movement theories, 
such as the theory of political opportunities, framing 

utilized to analyze the contestation of political narratives 

Although the data in this research are sourced online or 
digitally, the analysis employed remains grounded in a real 

Methodology

 The research employs a virtual ethnography approach. 
The goal of virtual ethnography is to present specific 
conceptions related to the urgency and impact of internet 
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and communication on internet platforms (Kozinets, 2022). 

exclusively utilizes data from online platforms to be 

 

@khalidbasalamah. Data collection is not limited to 

other media directly or indirectly related to the political 

involves abstracting and establishing a conceptual 

groups. Data presentation is carried out by parsing and 

utilizing social movement theory. Data analysis in this 

data during the coding process, minimizing researcher 
subjectivity. Online data are transcribed, and the messages 
contained in the data are traced based on three themes: 

Results

Doctrine of Obedience to Leaders 

themselves in practical politics. They tend to obediently 

even providing full legitimacy and support to government 
decisions. This attitude is grounded in one of the most crucial 
principles they uphold: total obedience to the ruler (ulu  

doctrine of strict obedience to ulu al-amr. The Salafi 

Table 1:

 The doctrine of obedience is key to understanding 

Obedience to the government even becomes the 

Riyadh Bajrey in one study titled “Understanding the 

 “‘Al-tha’ah wa al-sam’u, we all understand 
obeying the ruler in matters that do not contradict 

When orders and directives contradict the 

general, we still maintain listening and obedience, 
not using it as a reason to rebel and deny all their 

khawarij and others, when 

it becomes an argument to reject all government 
orders and rebel against the ruler. We do not do 

(Riyadh Bajrey, October 23, 2021, @elgadda)

 The doctrine of obedience to leaders is not absolute. 

Nevertheless, they do not justify rebellion and resistance 
against a tyrannical ruler or a government that promotes 

the Rodja TV account (November 18, 2020), explained 
this in detail, emphasizing that one of the principles 
of ahlussunnah is the obligation to obey the leaders of 

command sin or sinful acts. Even if the leader commits 
unjust actions, the principle of obedience still applies. 
The tyranny or mistakes of the leader are caused by 

behavior of his people.

Table 1  
Subscribers until 20 July 2023

Youtube Account Subscriber
268 thousand

Riyadh Bajrey @ElGadda 58.6 thousand
Firanda Andirja 668 thousand

@RodjaTV 528 thousand
Khalid Basalamah @khalidbasalamah 2.6 million
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Table 2  
No. Ustaz Names
1

that are forbidden, everything becomes permissible—adultery, drinking alcohol, 

 

Democracy legalises 
haram things

2 Riyadh Bajrey  Democracy is 
a  product

3 Firanda Andirja Democracy does 
not originate from 

4 Democracy is considered the greatest form of shirk ( ), the major Democracy is a great 
shirk ( )

5 Khalid Basalamah Democracy is a 

system

Figure 1  

Doctrine of
Obedience

Ugliness Ma’ruf

 The doctrine of complete obedience to the leader does 
not apply to the governing system in this country, namely, 
democracy. Although democracy has been accepted as 

still provide negative responses and objections, even 

Table 2:

Figure 2  
Words) 
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Discussion

leaders, but they vehemently reject the democratic system. 
This rejection is due to the incompatibility of democracy 

status in democracy is the aspect most contested by 

to make them fully accept a leader and his government. 

Thus, they have a strong stance on obedience to leaders, 

activities. They distance themselves from involvement 
in practical politics and focus more on non-violent 
methods in spreading their ideology, purifying religious 

 

and focus more on non-violent aspects in their efforts to 
spread teachings and purify religious understanding.

it should be noted that an interesting development is 

actively involved in the political realm, even participating 

groups into three different subtypes in their approach to 

distance themselves from political affairs (aloofists). 

the government and support programs initiated by the 

even promote the idea that having high loyalty to the 
government is an integral part of their faith and is also an 
obligation in obedience to the authorities (ulil amri). Thus, 

they perceive involvement in political affairs and their 

programs indicates their accommodation of the state. 

the national education curriculum, and anti-terrorism. 
For example, in the anti-terrorism and deradicalization 
campaigns, they pay special attention, but their 

2020). Although in some respects pragmatic, the 
 

a manifestation of obedience to the leaders.

democracy and elections, it does not lead them to resort to 

elected through the democratic system (Wahid, 2014). 
The doctrinal obedience they hold dogmatically has 
shaped their stance to reject resistance efforts, violence, 
or rebellion against the legitimate government. This 
doctrine also makes their position and status relatively 
secure in the homeland.

to be more confrontational and direct. Digital spaces 
have become effective means for channeling political 
narratives. Besides being more cost-effective and rapidly 
reaching the public, digital media is also safer from 

extensively and intensively utilized to propagate their 

Their concentration in digital spaces eventually gained 

outlets became popular religious references that rival,  
if not surpass, traditional scholars.
 The involvement of Salafi groups in politics is 
motivated by various factors. The pursuit of religious 
authority and economic relations are among the motives 
that drive them to enter the political arena. Over 

 
they have established sufficiently stable assets and 
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television and radio programs, publishing ventures, 

be understood.
 This Salafi motive is reinforced by the means to 

media in various forms as their means. The media tools 

in politics, both directly and indirectly. Therefore, as 
emphasized by Wald et al. (2005), the involvement of 

by motives, means, and opportunities that make it easier 
for them to participate in politics.

public trust encourage them to participate in the 
democratic process, despite consistent statements from 

a reference to accommodate government policies more. 

democratic process can be seen as an effort to distinguish 
themselves from other Salafi groups. This is related 

related to harsh and extremist religious groups, as seen 
in the Bali bombings of 2002. Understanding these 
historical facts is manifested by practicing peaceful and 
non-violent methods of proselytization, even though 
in other aspects, their religious perspective tends to 

political dynamics. They tend to see democracy as a tool 
that can be used to achieve their goals, despite ideological 
differences or contradictions.

hand, the government's strict policies against religious 
organizations that contradict the constitution could be 

2017 is one of the regulations governing the movement 
of social organizations, providing a foundation for 

nationalism. This regulation is also considered by 
many to have the potential to be a tool of political 

 
The existence of this regulation is one of the considerations 
for Salafi groups to accommodate, even legitimize, 
government policies. This stance is very similar to 

phenomenal movement and launching narratives in 
defense of the rulers.
 Nevertheless, Salafi leaders may not prominently 
engage in practical politics, but they are connected 
to political actors on a personal level. A militant and 
massive congregation undoubtedly becomes a plus point 
in the eyes of politicians. So far, the political activism 

or institutions like other fundamentalist movements. 
They lack a distinctive organizational structure typical 
of general organizations, such as a clear hierarchy,  
a defined membership system, leader selection 
procedures, and administrative reporting (Adams, 2004). 
Therefore, the interpretation of the Salafi movement 

continue to evolve, especially since religious groups 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

 This article argued initially that there is pragmatism 

activity, focusing instead on preaching and education. 

is understood as a manifestation of the doctrine of 
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obedience to ulil amri. Additionally, this choice of stance 
is also motivated by existential interests. Established 

to be preserved by accommodating various government 
policies.
 The Salafi group intensively amplifies political 
narratives in digital spaces. They possess a massive 

to propagate political narratives and legitimize authority. 
Although many of their religious beliefs diverge from 

politics necessitate a multidimensional and comprehensive 
approach. This research suggests considering the 
motives, means, and opportunities of each religious 
movement in political activism to achieve research 
accuracy. Furthermore, it is crucial to examine religious 

space, as the tendency and dependence of society on 
online media have a significant impact on religious 

a primary resource for promoting religious agendas and 
 

digital era.
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