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Factors Related to Oral Health Status in Pre-School Children at
Day Care Centers, Wichianburi District, Phetchabun Province.
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Abstract

This study was aimed at (1) studying oral health status of pre-school children at day care
centers; (2) facilitating factors at day care centers; The behaviors of caregivers (4) To compare
the oral health status of pre-school children by factors contributing to knowledge, attitude and
behaviors of caregivers.

A population study was conducted for 72 caregivers and 1,162 pre-school children. The
instruments used in the study were a questionnaire with a reliability value of 0.725 and a dental
caries record. Data were analyzed by frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation T-test
and One way ANOVA.

The research found that Pre-school children had a decay rate of 58.11 percent. The facilitating
factor is the medium to good level of day care centers. The knowledge of the caregivers is
a good level. The attitude of the caregiver is the best level and the behavior of the caregiver is
a good level. It was also found that the age, education and knowledge of caregivers had
a statistically significant effect on oral health status of pre-school children.

Results may be used to supplement the lack of knowledge of caregivers. And may be used
to plan dental health promotion operations. It may also serve as a requirement for the caregiver’s
qualifications at day care center.

Keywords: oral health status, caregiver, pre-school children
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