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Abstract

The study of “Japanese picture poems” from historical records during Ayutthaya period
to the reign of King Rama V aims to investigate the historical friendship between Japan and

Siam. Documentary research was conducted and the data of historical annals, historic inscriptions
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of Wat Phra Chetuphon, and archives were explored and analyzed. Especially, the “Japanese
picture poems” composed by Krom Khun Dechadisorn or Krom Phraya Dechadisorn were
collected and analyzed, and found that the poetry narrating paintings of foreigners described the
characteristics of Japanese people, their habitat, lifestyle, clothing, appliances, and craftsman
skills, which were the uniqueness of Japanese people in Siam. According to the historical annals,
it showed that in Ayutthaya period, some tributary offerings Siam presented to France were
neatly made by Japanese craftsmen. Later, in the reign of King Rama III, Japanese volunteer
soldiers had given a royal welcome to His Majesty. In addition, in the reign of King Rama V,
exchanging tributary offerings between Japan and Siam revealed the close relationship of these
two countries.

Keywords: Picture Poems, Japanese, Relationship, History, Siam
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