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Abstract

This paper aims to analyze moralism in figurative language contained in rhetorical speech
expressed by Mao Zedong in “Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-tung (£ %4 % % )”, which
uses documentary analysis method. Figurative language used by Mao Zedong reflected 21 aspects
of moralism i.e. (1) 5 virtues of confucianism (moderateness, compassion, good etiquette, modesty,
and generosity) (2) not listening to one side of the story (3) being consciousness and discreet
(4) training one’s mind (5) mistreatment (what goes around comes around) (6) valuable death
(7) honesty toward allies (8) communication and interaction (9) learning from your mistakes
(10) contributor and philomathy (11) thorough study before action (12) knowing your limits,
knowing enemy and knowing yourself (13) comprehensibility (14) lending an ear and self-
development (15) meekness, humbleness (16) head-on and straight confrontation (17) making a
stand against wrongness (18) selflessness (19) one-by-one problem tackling (20) unwearied
diligence and (21) always being prepared.

These comparative figures of speech as expressed by Mao Zedong reflects the beauty of
a literary style, figurative simile and idea for instilling good conducts creating a moral value
which can be applied in the way of social life very well.
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