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in the comic series by Eastern moral believes. The method of this research is Critical 

the text description, the producer interpretation, and the socio-cultural explanation. In 

text level, the researcher investigated the lexical features from conversations. In the 

producer level, the moral ideologies found from the comic series are categorized into 

the researcher used Eastern moral believes said to be manifested in Japanese society, 

Bushido, to explain the moral ideologies in each categories. There is a notice that to 

literatures could be extracted to produce some analects for further studies. 

 Eastern civilization nowadays is growing against the West, such as in China, Korea, 

some moral believes manifested with a similar method of analyzations. 
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experiment that this modern form of narrative is a more effective method for the ethic 

 

enjoyable, clarify the situations, and improve understanding of emotions. 

 Educative comics circles might be growing in the age of plentiful media, but they 

still cannot compete, in the quality of arts, with the mainstream comics and animations 

and the adults or parents are too busy to watch all the discursive processes and explain 

the reasons of violence expressions in those discourses. 

 

developed in representing or discussing social issues alongside with their successful  

entertainments until they meet potentials to be used in classrooms to lead understandings 

or discusses in several topics such as ethics, leadership, teamwork, marketing, or technology. 

discovering this kind of contents in the mainstream comics, as a discovery of Buddhism 

 In addition, even there are some studies scrutinizing morality contents in Japanese 

religious images and symbol in spite of the moral dialogues or actions in the stories. 

 

 

long-running Japanese comics representing interactions and possessions between human 

Great Spirit to save the world. The author characterized several groups of shamans and 
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harmony. Figures and symbols from several believes around the world are massively 

used, but the moral believes found in the main idea of each stage in the story tend to 

be rooted mostly from Buddhism and Daoism, alongside with the presentations of  

Japanese cultural items dominantly. 

 Thus, the researcher has studied Eastern moral believes, which are Buddhism, 

form similar to the Analects. 

has to be investigated, especially when studying about moral discourses, because the 

 

pieces of thought through images, but to plan something complex, to weigh the pros and 

cons of different paths, or to analyze the cause of past success and failures, you need 

such as wordings, phrases, and idioms, to clarify how the morality or moral believes are 

expressed, manifested, and transferred within this title of comic series. Without the  

lexicon, it might not be able to explain or understand complex moral believes with 

other people. Reading a translated comic series about moral believes in English language 

could help the reader construct a steady framework with generalized vocabulary of 
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 1. To analyze English lexical features used in expressing moral ideologies in the 

comic series 

 3. To explain the moral ideologies embedded in the comic series by Eastern 

moral believes

 

and idioms from the extracted discourses and organize them by subcategorizations to 

comic readers. 

to summarize the conveyed ideologies comparing with the producer’s background data 

and context before proceeding in a bigger level. 

the scope of Eastern moral believes. The analysis in this level will compare and explain 

the extracted discourses of Eastern moral believes from the series with the Eastern 

 The analysis process could not be done by following the analysis levels respectively 

from Fairclough’s framework, because the extracted discourses are collected in a big 

to the analysis in lexical level. This process needs interpretation, and when the interpreted 

discourses result in categories, then they could later be proceeded to the description 

and explanation levels. 
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Research Findings 

 

-

 

this article as a massive data. 

 

discourse category as moral ideologies expressed in Shaman King. They will be presented 

in the nine categorizations. 

 

Shaman King’s discourse of moral believes, using the Eastern ideologies of Buddhism, 

 

anifested in Japanese society, as the frames of explanations and further discussions.  

comic series, they are categorized into nine categories. From the research extraction, there 
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the story starts from the protagonist’s personal introduction, then moves on to look at 

 The following topics will be presented in this mentioned categories order. Each 

topic will include the category title description, subcategorizing approach, its interpreted 

moral ideologies, and the moral believes explanations. 

 This is a category where the story could begin, and also with the reader’s inves-

tigation on oneself about the expected personality, either to have a start milestone for 

-

sonality 

 From the lexical categorization, it could be said that the model personality in this 

relax and be happy. From others’ views, he is lazy and carefree. Sometimes he might be 

-
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 Dao philosophy teaches not to be ambitious in politics or to control the  

elude the crushing power like the wind. 

change when he gets what he wants, not to be corrupted by hunger for power after he 

achieved the goal. 

 To dream for relaxing until it’s a goal for someone’s life is truly value-breaking to 

until they have to be patient, thrifty, and hard-working. To demonstrate relax or to be 

lazy in this comic series might notify Japanese people to recognize the change of their 

convenient life they have built in their own country. 

  This category let the readers survey into their mind by narrating the examples 

combined with the images which help visualizing the manners of mental states and 

mental lexical items are discovered. There are four subcategories categorized from this 

 The comic series give a teaching of human mind’s investigation in basic. To inves-

tigate one’s own state of mind is the main practice in Buddhist method. For the positive 

 For the negative side, this series says not to be angry to cause a desire of revenge, 

not sad, not allow fear to overcome, also to watch one’s own state of mind to keep it 
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A dominant belief to overcome the fear is from Bushido. Japanese samurais have to be 

oneself, and open oneself to the ghost’s powers. This could be explained by Dao phi-

losophy. Emptiness is a cause of bearing something. To empty one’s mind creates a 

channel for ghost’s spirit through the shaman’s body. 

 In addition, this series suggest to kill the ego, not to do anything on purpose to 

lost. 

 Killing ego, or to reduct its existence, is both Buddhist and Daoist. Buddhists try 

-

 There are emphasizes in soul and emotion. There are some overviews about the 

state of mind that the life is similar to a roller coaster, and when one make it through a 

stimulated from struggle between good side and bad side. Thus, the bad cannot be 

separated to produce creative results. 

all are entities in human’s mind that could be cast away, and to lose these states of mind 

makes life better. 

-
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 The comic series Shaman King concerns on the happiness of every characters, 

And when sufferings come, the characters suggest among themselves how to manage it. 

it is not easy. Sometimes it is about the sins, guilts, pain, hurt, loss, fear, anxiety, or  

indebtedness. 

 After experiencing suffer, one could investigate where the suffer comes from. The 

origins of sufferings are from human hearts or souls. The common suffer may be being 

under attack or in a battle. In another way, to hate someone cause suffers too. To think 

thing one feel connected. 

dream. The cessation of suffering in Buddhist principle was not numerized. Cessation is 

every consequences, every feelings, or even every happiness that still belong to the Five 

-

just to help someone. It could also be to accept, forgive, and let go, or someone might 

want to be punished for atonement. 

 This category is based on Buddhism's Brahma Vih ra 4 (the Four Sublime States): 

Mett  (love), Karu  (compassion), Mudit  (sympathetic joy), and Upekkh  (equanimity). 

However, the researcher has found that the frame could not cover all of the concepts 

presented in this category, and thus expanded the semantic frame to the other four titles, 

those are: giving, empathy, forgiveness, and growth. There are four subcategories categorized 

from this category:  
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Giving: The series proposes to share, and even the position of authority could be 

shared. There is no need to compete for a position if the one who takes that position could 

"share" or work for the rest competitors and other people to make a win-win solutions. 

Giving or sharing is a practical part of Mett  which means love or goodwill, a will for the 

other people to be happy.  

Empathy: The series teaches not to judge other people into good or bad but to 

see that everyone has their own unique personality or reasons to think and choose their 

own way. The main protagonist in this series cannot even fight if he does not know the 

opponent's reason to fight with him. He does not want to hurt other people or make some 

people hate (or to be hated). Empathy is to understand the others' conditions before 

Karu  or compassion occurs as a will to help others to be released from suffering.  

Forgiveness: To forgive is to eliminate hatred. Forgiveness also means "sympathetic 

joy", not to be jealous. A protagonist in the fight created a celebration custom after fights 

and cheers to the winner who was tough enough to beat someone even himself. He said 

the strength like that deserves respect. Forgiveness is more inclusive than Mudit  or 

sympathetic joy. However, to forgive is also a part of Upekkh  or equanimity, which is to let 

go all the good or bad consequences happening to other people's action by not to 

intervene the flow of situations. The positive part of equanimity is forgiveness.  

Growth: The series teaches the readers to see opponents (or enemies) as friends 

who help each other to develop everyone's skill through fighting or competitions. "So long 

as they do all their best, it matters not who wins in the end." Growth is a concept beyond 

Buddhism's problem solving. Growth is a creation whether the problems are solved or not. 

Creativity is a concept in Shinto value, saying when the good and the bad struggle against 

themselves, the results are always creative. In addition, to respect in the skills of the fighters 

or one's own opponents, and to let both sides do all their best in fighting, are prevalently 

expressed in many Japanese action comics as a Bushido principle found in  saying 

not to embarrass anyone in duty either they are doing good or bad.  

To be prepared to face the consequences of one's own actions is obviously 

Buddhism, but Buddhism rarely talks about laws. Confucius teachings are sometimes against 

the laws. He concerned rather on the cause, which are usually from the corrupted 

governments, than the consequences.  
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 This category compares the ideology of leadership with the protagonist’s role and 

treated as the subordinates of the leaders. There are four subcategories categorized from 

living, and making good economics to allow people to live on. 

to defeat the hearts of the opponents, either in symbolic or narrative situations. 

 The main antagonist in Shaman King is invincible. If he died, he just has reincar-

be obsessed by the soul to select what it desired to become. 

 The subject to be protected by leaders might be weak yet adorable like a princess. 

They could pursue their own dreams with little regard for others. They are able to be 

losers or destroyed. They could be afraid or betray to a corrupt leader. They think they 

can do something instead of waiting for the leaders. To make subordinates aware of their 

collective ability to operate some big issues is quite avant-garde to action-hero stories. 

This collectivist concept might be inherited in Japanese society through Shinto value. 

 This category investigates how the comic series sees the nature and the relation-

ships between human and nature in order to operate or justify any operations toward 

 Culture is made by civilization. It concerns about men, individuals, persons,  

people, and society. The civilization creates numbers such as grades, performance reviews, 

 The main protagonist in Shaman King is said to "never fight with hate in his heart". 

He even wants to save the demon's heart. Buddha always use Mett  (goodwill - love) to 

defeat the hearts of the opponents, either in symbolic or narrative situations.  
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salary, or dress size in human’s life. It binds people into families, ethnicities, or nations, 

until there are victors and losers in the history. 

 Wilderness is about the cycle of life, about the world, the nature, creatures,  

thing could be both good or bad in the same time or when the time passed, as the  

 The belief about nature which is to let human coexist and receive natural power 

Japanese ethnic group Ainu. 

between different character positions. Someone may be hopeful and expectful, hopeless 

and expectless, or just neutral. There are three subcategories categorized from this cat-

 The future is unknown, not to know what is awaiting. People worry and fear to 

encounter the unknown future. Thus, they want to know or foresee their awaiting out-

anything coming in the future may seems to be apathetic, but to worry about future 

always seems like a waste of energy. The protagonist lives better in present, moment by 

moment. Don’t fear or give too much thought to it. Buddhism lets the observers release 

the obsession on the passsed past and unexisting future, and stay with the present, mo-
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hate or get mad. In Bushido belief, to revenge preserve social order in the time when 

there is no criminal court. Bushido claims justice to assign the children or the subordina-

Even revenge could make someone feel better, they have to accept that their target 

might want to avenge their party. It also blinds the avengers to the people they really 

revenged and not to start hurting anyone again. 

revenge or feeling of duty to revenge. Thus, Buddhists praise forgiveness, like a Spanish 

 9.  Death Penalty 

 Shaman King also proposes a strong concept against death penalty. There might 

not be so many discourses to say it directly, but the protagonist’s effort shows through-

out the story not to kill anyone even they are guilty or harmful. There are two subcat-

action to humankind. Either the justice is right or wrong, killing has to be stopped. In 

laypeople.

negotiate in peace. Peace is safeguarded by laws. If the criminals are pardoned, law and 

 To conclude this section, he most believes used to explain the most moral  

discourses in this comic series are from Buddhism. Dao philosophy is enacted to the 

series’ characteristic. Shinto values are in the comic’s atmosphere. Bushido hits some 

 

 - The Escape: One has to know when is it not too late to turn back, not to start 

senseless fights. To decide that "enough is enough" is the way to free from the chain of 

revenge for their own sake. Buddhists say "Aver " in Pali chants. “Ver  in Pali means 

revenge or feeling of duty to revenge. Thus, Buddhists praise forgiveness, like a Spanish 

proverb: "No revenge is honorable than the one not taken."  
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puzzle for the reader to make a pause and think carefully. In the big picture, 

 

 The objectives of this study follow Fairclough’s Three-Dimensional Framework 

-
tions in discourse production, and cultural explanations. This section discusses the research 

  1.1  Findings in the Moral Lexical Feature Used in Shaman King 
  The moral lexical features used in the English translated version of Shaman 
King are mostly simple. Thus, some readers might not notice the religious or philosophical 

intentions in the discourses. There are no technical terms or transliterated vocabularies. 
Every word in the selected moral discourses has its direct and simple meaning, yet also 
has potentials to convey the series’ complicated intention to explain its moral ideologies 

to youth readers. 

  The most discourses expressing moral ideologies in this comic series are talking 

once, this discourse has a potential to argue against the neutral killer claiming justice who 

preaches the death penalty like a teacher with a higher lexicon. 
  1.3  Findings in the Explanations from Eastern Moral Believes in Shaman King 
  The discourses expressing moral ideologies in this comic series are mostly 

this section is that the comic series tend to express Dao philosophy even Dao philosophy 

Confucius, Shinto values, and Bushido helps to explain and understand Japanese moral 

was dominantly noticed. 
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 The researcher has noticed many interesting issues missed or omitted while 

has to give respect to the author artist who dedicated a lot of referential researches to 

produce this comic canon. 

 The second issue is about the female protagonist in Shaman King, a girl who was 

with the other boys? Following questions come with the opportunities to elevate the 

with female characters dominated? What are the underlying ideologies in sexuality? 

 Lastly, reading other comic series gives the senses of other contexts and thus, 

 

more woman-leading comic series, represent woman’s characteristic, and develop 

woman’s role. 

 In sum, the comic series Shaman King express several aspects of moral believes. 

Being selected, extracted, analysed, and explained, proves that this comic series has a 

potential in moral cultivation for readers such as youths, even it is one of mainstream 

action comic for boys in the main purpose of entertainment. The researcher tried to 

that this analects could be processed by Discourse Analysis and give some ideologies. 
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