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Abstract

The study of Rabab in Southeast Asia aimed to study the background and spreading of Rabab.
Rabab was a type of musical instrument widely performed throughout Western Asia, Central Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia. Rabab was characterized by a wide variety. It might have originated
in Afghanistan (Kasnawiya Empire centered on Ghazni where is located in present-day Afghanistan)
that appears in northwestern India and it was accepted around the mid-18th century. Rabab has
arrived in Hindustani music as a Sarod. In Afghanistan, rabab was the dominant instrument in the
region as well as Pakistan and Kashmir. In Southeast Asia, there was evidence that the lute is similar
to the Indian Rabab originated in a near era. That is, during the Moriya and Gupta dynasties, there

was a period of movement in politics, administration, trade, and religion, thus causing the spreading
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of art and culture found in Thailand, Vietnam and Indonesia. There was evidence of a stucco
sculpture depicting musicians playing the lutes in the central region at the ancient city of Khu Bua,
Ratchaburi, in Thailand, at the Cham Museum in Vietnam and at the stupa of Borobudur Temple in

Indonesia.

Keywords: Rabab, Southeast Asia, Spreading
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Fig. 12f Playing the pipa

(three-stringed musical instriment)

The ascetic with heavy moustache and
beard sits cross-legged, his hair braided into a
high bun. He is playing a three-stringed musical
instrument similar to the pipa (EEEE) of
southern China. Probably this instrument was
imported as part of the extensive commercial
and cultural relationships between the countries

during and after the Tang Dynasty (618-907).
(Wade 2009: 221-65).
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Adapted from “Vibrancy in Stone - Masterpieces of the DaNang Museum of Cham Sculpture” by
Tran Ky Phuong, V& Van Thang and Peter D. Sharrock, 2018, Thailand, Sirivatana Interprint Public
Co., Ltd, p. 143.
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