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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the classification and distribution of meaning items
of Mandarin burial verbs in Chinese learner's dictionaries. The verb "mai" (to bury) is
taken as a representative and analyzed through a combination of corpus technology,
argument structure, and qualia structure theory. Through the analysis and classification
of objects involved, including the subject, object, location, and instrument, four main
senses of the verb are identified: 1. interring a dead body in the ground; 2. covering
something with soil, sand, snow, debris, etc.; 3. concealing something from discovery
or manifestation; and 4. lowering one's head, face, or eyes. Image schemas are created
for each meaning items of the verb based on typical objects and semantic features,
along with collocations of typical objects to facilitate second language learners of
Chinese in understanding and mastering the meanings. Finally, suggestions for improving
the classification and description of meaning items in Chinese learner's dictionaries

are proposed.
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