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Abstract

This research aims to study the translation strategies used for Chinese shop names
in Ban Don City, Surat Thani Province. Data were collected from 54 Chinese shop signs
along six routes. The data collection involved field visits and photographic recordings
conducted four times between February and April 2023. The results revealed four main
translation strategies founded in the Chinese shop signs included: 1. transliteration-34 signs
which were 1.1 transliteration from Teochew Chinese to Thai without semantic meaning;
1.2 transliteration from Teochew Chinese to Thai with semantic meaning; 1.3 transliteration
from Teochew Chinese to Thai without semantic meaning, with added words; 1.4 transliteration
from Teochew Chinese to Thai with semantic meaning, with added words; 1.5 transliteration
from Hokkien Chinese to Thai without semantic meaning and 1.6 transliteration from Hokkien
Chinese to Thai with semantic meaning; 2. meaning-based translation-3 signs; 3. mixed
translation between interpretation and transliteration for 8 signs including 3.1 transliteration
from Teochew Chinese to Thai with embedded meaning; 3.2 transliteration from Teochew
Chinese to Thai with broader-to-narrower meaning and added words; 3.3 use of specific
names from Chinese translated into Thai with embedded meaning or added words and
3.4 transliteration from Teochew Chinese to Thai with embedded meaning and added
words and 4. creation of New Names — 9 signs including 4.1 creation of new names using
Thai sounds; 4.2 creation of new names unrelated to the original meaning; 4.3 creation of
new names with added words; 4.4 Creation of new names with related meanings and
4.5 Creation of new names using transliteration from Teochew Chinese. The primary
translation strategies used by the shops align with the translation framework proposed by
Kanokporn Numtong (2021) Additionally, the translation strategies in the Chinese shop
signs reflect unique characteristics associated with cultural beliefs, references to literature,
or notable individuals.
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