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Abstract

This research aims to analyze and explain the imagination of condominiums in
advertisements using the theory of metaphors, which is the use of comparative language
forms to create an image and expand the meaning of the original words which aims to
create analogies in languages. The data were gathered from the different estate ads of
the top-three estate developers who had the highest selling records by March 4, 2022.
The ads were collected via online platforms which were the official websites and
Instagrams of the estate companies from January 2021 to April 2022. The sample
companies included AP (Thailand), Sansiri, and Noble.

The results showed that there were eight types of metaphors used in condominium
advertisements. They included: condominium is one’s personal kingdom, buying a condominium
is a wealth, a condominium is a greenspace closed to nature, a condominium is a resort,
a condominium is a ladder of life, a condominium is a happiness, a condominium is the
combination of man-made places and a condominium is a power. The results also
reflected how the comparative words used in advertisements influenced the consumers’
attitudes toward condominiums. It could be seen that the images of the condominiums
created by the advertisement were all positive. The most common image of condominiums
was the one that showed a meaningful relationship between the residents and green
space and nature because this kind of place tends to emphasize a relaxing and healthy
environment. Therefore, people who live here could reduce their stress from work and

living. On the other hand, the images related to power and the ladder of life were the least

* This Article is Part of a Thesis on Conceptual Metaphors of Houses and Condominiums Appearing in

Advertisements
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commonly found. The reason might be that a ladder is a man-made object which is not

perceived as much important as nature.

Keywords: Advertisements, Condominiums, Metaphors
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Abstract

The study aims to: 1. improve students’ learning achievement in the Thai Living
in Thai Literature Course using Thai films and 2. determine the third-year students’
satisfaction toward the use of Thai films in the Thai Living in Thai Literature Course.
The samples were 53 third-year Thai major students who enrolled in the TH 2101311
Course. They were selected by purposive sampling. The research tools included:
1. lesson plans using Thai films as the main material; 2. a learning achievement test and
3. a satisfaction guestionnaire. The statistics used to analyze the data were percentage,
mean, and standard deviation as well as a t-test.

The results showed that: 1. the 3“year students’ learning achievement after
learning in the course using Thai films was higher than before with a statistical significance
at .05 and 2. the students’ satisfaction toward the use of Thai films in the course,
in overall, was at the highest level (X = 4.66, S.D. = 0.47).

Keywords: Films, Thai Living in Thai Literature, Learning Achievement
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Abstract

The research aims to study the history of the Lao Wiang community and their
knowledge of decorating the house with local objects and utensils at Moo 8 and
Moo 10. The tool used to collect the data was an interview that was done with a total
of thirty informants from the two communities.

The results showed that the two communities were related by kinship. There were
two important historical factors influencing the community: the suitable settlement
for arable land and religious beliefs. Lao Wiang people came from Wat Maniwan and
other nearby temples known as Ban Mae Nam. The reason for their immigration was due
to their farming career which the current land was more fertile. In terms of home
decoration, the usefulness and simplicity of the objects were taken into great
consideration because the residents usually owned Thai classic-style houses. Moreover,
the community normally used local wooden material which is durable and also
represents the wisdom and identity of Lao Wiang that has been adapted to the modern
way of life and environment. This reflected how people reserved the beliefs that were passed
down from their ancestors. The types of objects used for home decorations were classified

into four categories including photographs, furniture, daily appliances, and decoration items.

Keywords: Community History, Lao Wiang, Objects
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Abstract

This research aimed to study the results of participation in the Promoting
Learning in Small Size School Project in 4 areas as follows: 1. project procedure,
2. English instruction medias, 3. English camp activities, and 4. Problems and suggestions
found in this project. A Mixed Methods Study was employed as methodology. While
quantitative data were collected using a questionnaire from 31 English Language
teachers, qualitative data were collected using an in-depth interview with a total of 9
participants including school principals, English teachers, and students.

The survey yielded positive results at the highest level in all facets namely in;
project management, English instruction medias, as well as English camp activities.
However, it was found that the English media provided to schools needed to be

created more appropriately for students’ age and /or grade level.

Keywords: Project Evaluation, Learning Promotion, English Instruction Media,

English Camp
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Abstract

This study examines lexical expressions of compare and contrast used in
applied linguistics research articles. The previous study in the field randomly selected
English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners to investigate their problems of using
lexical expressions of compare and contrast in their writing. The results revealed that
approximately 80 percent of the learners did not have sufficient knowledge to write
compare and contrast paragraphs and essays accurately. This study filled the gap by
examining lexical expressions of compare and contrast in English applied linguistics
articles. Due to the reliability, Swan’s (2016) principles were employed to select
approximately 120,000 words comprising 41 samples of lexical expressions of compare
and contrast. The samples were gathered from the Journal of English for Specific
Purposes and Journal of English for Academic Purposes because of their high quality
and their indexation in the SCOPUS database.

The results showed that 90.24 percent of the lexical expression was the
lexical expression of contrast which was used to express the contrastive messages.
The words such as even if, however, and although were used in high frequency. This
is to indicate the gaps in the previous research studies. It is expected that the results
of this study will be useful for EFL learners in terms of applying the lexical expression

of compare and contrast in writing more effectively.

Keywords: Lexical Expressions of Compare, Lexical Expressions of Contrast, Applied

Linguistics Articles
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Background of Study

Since studying English is presently necessary for everyone, English language
learners need to know various genres of writing, such as descriptive writing and narrative
writing. However, the genre of compare and contrast is considered useful for English
language learners to know how to use certain lexical expressions.

(1)

(@) The left hemisphere functions for logical thinking, reading, and arithmetical
number, whereas the right hemisphere functions with creativity.

(b) The left hemisphere functions for logical thinking, reading and arithmetical
numbers, while the right hemisphere functions with creativity.

As in (1), the lexical expressions, such as whereas and while are semantically
identical. So, the problem is that EFL and ESL learners seem to use them interchangeably.
However, it is interesting to know when and why one variant is actually used over
the other.

To help English language learners learn the genres of compare and contrast, they
are advised to learn from authentic texts (Ciornei, &Dina, 2015, pp. 274-279). Therefore, this
study tended to look through English applied linguistics journals under the SCOPUS Q1
database with the expectation that studying the way how to write compare and contrast

in applied linguistics journals would be useful for EFL learners.

Objective of the Study
To examine the lexical expressions of compare and contrast used in applied

linguistics articles

Literature Review

Previous studies focused on the problem of writing English in the genre of
compare and contrast. One of the distinctive research papers was studied by Sadehgi,
Biniaz, &Soleimani (2016). The result of the study showed that the mean score of comparison
increased from 5.11 on the pre-test to 8.44 on the post-test. Similarly, the mean score
of contrast increased from 5.55 to 8.88 on the post-test

Another distinctive study was conducted by Toba, Noor, &Sanu (2019) who
studied Indonesian EFL students’ writing with the genre of compare and contrast via
mixed methods quantitatively and qualitatively. Toba, Noor, &Sanu (2019) noted that
Indonesian major problems in writing compare and contrast paragraphs were vocabulary

and grammar at 86.55 and 74.40 percent, respectively.
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Similar to the study of Toba, Noor, &Sanu (2019), Hammann, &Steves (2003)
applied instructional approaches to master students’ writing of compare and contrast
essays. The participants in this study were 63 ESL students. The task designed to
make an experiment in this study was both a pre-test and a post-test. With the post-
test, they were asked to write a compare and contrast composition. The experiment
group was taught several skills, such as structure skills and combined skills before
they were asked to perform their post-test. The post-test showed that English
language learners’ scores increased significantly after they were taught these two
skills. The results also showed that the students perceived the grammatical structure,

or the arrangement of words in the genre of compare and contrast were necessary.

Methodology

Sources of Data: Applied Linguistic Articles

The data were gathered from the Journal of English for Specific Purposes and
the Journal of English for Academic Purposes. The articles selected for this study were
guaranteed that they passed the process of double-blind review for their reliability.
To ensure practicality and avoid bias that may occur, various topics relating to the

study of applied linguistics, such as gsrammar and vocabulary, were selected to study.

Table 1 Journal of English for Specific Purposes

Authors and Years Topics

Adopting a ‘move’ rather than a ‘marker approach to
Adel (2023) , .
metadiscourse: A taxonomy for spoken student presentations

Drayton, &Coxhead  The development, evaluation, and application of an

(2023) aviation radiotelephony specialized technical vocabulary list

. Authentic routine ship-shore communication in the Northern
Jurkovi¢ (2022) o . ,
Adriatic Sea area — A corpus analysis of discourse features

Liardet, &VMcGrath  Grammatical metaphor across disciplines: Variation,

(2023) frequency, and dispersion.

Parkinson, Watterson Constructing areuments in engineering student case Studies
&Whitter (2022)

High use of direct questions and a relative absence of
Sawaki (2023) promotional intention in Japanese peer-reviewed research

article introductions compared to their English counterparts
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Table 2 Journal of English for Academic Purposes

Authors & Years Topics
Asadnia, &Atai Examining the effectiveness of an online EAP course in
(2022) developing researchers’ virtual conference presentation skills

‘Don’t become so much high sounding’: Power dynamics in
Bastola, &Ho (2022) o
master’s thesis viva

Problems of writing the doctoral dissertation discussion
Chien, &Li (2022)  section: Advisors’ and their doctoral students’ perspectives

from natural and applied sciences and social sciences

Hyland, &Jieng Metadiscourse choices in EAP: An intra-journal study of JEAP
(2022)

. ~ Supporting international graduate students’ academic
Rajendram, &Shi

language and literacies development through online and
(2022).

hybrid communities of practice

Establishing an institutional EAP teacher development
Aksit, &Aksit (2022)  scheme based on BALEAP’s competency framework:

A critical review of the competencies

Data Collection

The total number of 120,000 words included 60,000 words from each journal.
The number of samples in this study was 41 tokens, referring to sentences.

(2)

In the examined corpus, a relevant part of the message is repeated by the
sender 36 times but ‘I say again’ is only used once by the shore services in (SS): “I say
again, contact the pilot.” On the other hand, [CONTRAST] if both ‘I say again’ and
‘repeat’ are considered as valid prowords to indicate the repetition of one’s transmission,
then it can be claimed that both communication agents always clearly indicate
repetition, as in (SS): “I repeat my message. On arrival, please drop anchor on anchorage
area Alpha one.”

(Jurkovic, 2022, p.56).

Based on the sentence above that contains the lexical item of compare and
contrast, it was collected at the same time as the previous and next sentences. The
context of adjacent sentences helps support the analysis in this study. (Radford, 2009).
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Data Analysis
Articles from the Journal of Applied Linguistics were taken to extract the structures
of compare and contrast based on Swan’s (2016) principles. In Swan’s (2016) grammar

references, there were suggestions on how to use the structures of comparison and contrast.

Table 3 Lexical Items for Contrast (Swan, 2016, p.346)

Although In contrast Otherwise
But Inspire of Still
Conversely Nevertheless Though
Despite of Nonetheless Unlike
Even though Notwithstanding Whereas
Even if On the contrary While or Whilst
However, On the other hand Yet

Table 3 illustrates contrast keywords that were used to detect the structures
of contrast in British and American sports news articles.

Apart from the study of lexical items that were used for the structure of
contrast in British and American sports news articles, the lexical items in the structure

of comparison were also examined in this study, as shown in Table 3.

Table 4 Lexical Iltems for Compare (Swan, 2016, p.347)

Also In concordance with Similarly
At the same time In the same way Similar to
Compared to Like The same as
Comply with Likewise Too
In comparison with/to Resemble

Table 4 illustrates keywords of comparison which were used to detect the

structure of comparison in British and American sports news articles.

The Results and Discussion
As the number of 120,000 words for each dataset, there were a total of 41
tokens of lexical expression of compare and contrast in the Journal of English

Applied Linguistics, as presented in Table 5.



Lawarath Social E-Journal Vol. 5 No. 2 (May- August 2023) | 83

Table 5 Lexical Expressions for Compare and Contrast in Applied Linguistics Articles

Categories Frequency Percentage
Compare 4 9.76
Contrast 37 90.24

Total 41 100

Table 5 shows the results of lexical expressions between compare and
contrast in the Journals of English Applied Linguistics. The results show that the
lexical items for contrast appear with a higher frequency by 90.24 percent. On the
other hand, the percentage of similarities appears by 9.76 percent. The frequency

and percentage of lexical expressions of contrast were given in Table 6.

Table 6 Frequency and Percentage of Lexical Expressions of Contrast

Lexical Items of

Frequency Percentage (%)
Contrast

however 14 37.83
although 5 13.51
despite 4 10.81
in contrast a4 10.81
on the other hand a4 10.81
even if 2 5.41
whereas 2 5.41

but 1 2.7

be contrasted to 1 2.7
Total 37 100

In Table 6, the lexical item of contrast that is commonly used in applied
linguistic articles is the word however, which is at 60.33 percent and 16.66 percent,
respectively. The higher frequency of the use of the word is due to its multi-functions, as
discussed subsequently. On the other hand, the frequency and percentage of lexical

expressions of comparison were different as shown in Table 7.
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Table 7 Frequency and Percentage of Lexical Expressions of Compare

Lexical Expressions of

Compare Frequency Percentage
be similar to 6 54.54
compared to 2 18.18
be similar that 1 9.09
the same as 1 9.09

like 1 9.09
Total 11 100

Table 7 shows the lexical expressions of similarities used in the applied
linguistic text. The most commonly found lexical expression of similarities is the
expression be similar to, which is used at 54.54 percent in the text.

The use of lexical expressions of contrast in the applied linguistic article was
based on various purposes. As mentioned by Swan (2016) and Kirkpatrick &Klein (2009),
one of the functions of contrast lexical expression is used for making an argument to
counteract previous ideas, as in (3).

(3)

(@) Even if there is agreement that metadiscourse may vary in size and
scope, it is clear that, in practice, some studies predominantly work with smaller units
than others.

(b) However, it also needs to be noted that it is not necessary to define
metadiscourse as non-propositional and not all researchers of metadiscourse do so.
(Adel, 2023, p.7)

(Adel, 2023, p.6)

In (3a), the author tried to make an argument with previous studies. Therefore,
the lexical items of contrast can be used to counteract previous proposed ideas. The lexical
expression like even jf and however are frequently used for this semantic interpretation.
The lexical expression however was found to be used more than others. This could
be because it can express various semantic denotations, such as the gap of the study
and the contradictory results with the previous study.

Another semantic interpretation of lexical expressions of contrast was to

make a differentiation between two entities, referring to someone or something.
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(4)
(@) In contrast, American students tended to write in general-to-specific
configurations.
(Sawaki, 2023, p.20)

(b) More frequent moves are described as obligatory, whereas less frequent
moves are described as optional
(Parkinson, Watterson, &Whitter, 2022, p.15)

To differentiate object A from object B, the lexical expressions of contrast
that are popular for this use are in contrast and whereas.

As indicated by Wee, &Banister (2016), the literature review section requires
the writer to provide the gaps of the study. The result outstandingly showed that the
lexical expression of contrast however was commonly used to suggest the gap of the
study as in (5).

(5)

(a) By doing so, presenters communicate scientific knowledge, safeguard
mutual interpretations, attract audiences’ attention, and strengthen interpersonal
relations. However, researchers lack adequate language knowledge to deliver effective
English presentations.

(Asadnia, &Atai, 2022, p.2)

(b) Genres produced include book chapters, journal articles and conference
proceedings; however, none of the five informants produced a journal article in Swedish
(Hyland, &Jieng, 2022, p.10)

In (5), the use of however both in the beginning and at the middle position
indicates what is insufficient in the previous studies.

In terms of similarities, when two entities held something in common, the
expression be similar to and be similar in that were found commonly used.

(6)

(a) Rhetorically, Yeung’s introduction is similar to Nathan’s obligatory Orientation
move; her topical sections are similar to Nathan’s obligatory Analytical move in that
each of her topical sections uses a different topic or perspective as the focus for analysis.

(Parkinson, Watterson, &Whitter, 2022, p.16)
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(b) The overall macro-rhetorical structures between the English and the

Japanese RAls were similar in that both are characterized by extensive non-epistemically-
oriented background/topic generalizations.

(Sawaki, 2023, p.28)

In (6a), the similarities between Yeng’s introduction and Nathan’s obligatory
Orientation are mentioned. In (6b), the similarities between English and Japanese RAls

are addressed.

Conclusion

This current study semantically examined the lexical expression of compare
and contrast in the Journal of English for Specific Purposes and Journal of English for
Academic Purposes as indexed in the Q1 SCOPUS.

Although Swan (2016) noted that there are up to 40 lexical items of comparison
and contrast in grammar references, it is quite limited when it comes to actual use. It
seems that those 40 items of lexical expression of contrast can be used interchangeably,
they are used specifically in English applied research articles. When the authors want
to make an argument, the lexical items of even if, however, although, and despite
are practiced. In contrast, when the author would like to differentiate between two
or more entities, the lexical items in contrast and whereas are preferred. The results
in this study are limited to only applied linguistics research. Generalizing the result of
this study to other types of texts, such as English novels, may not be applicable to
the optimal levels. For future study, it is recommended that selected other genres

such as business news articles would be contributed something new to the field.

Originality and body of Knowledge

As mentioned earlier, this study will be useful for learners of English as a
Foreign Language (EFL). English language learners could employ authentic text as in
English newspapers to improve their English ability. While leamers’ lexical items in
the authentic text allow English language learners to learn form, meaning, and use at
the same time. Learning to acquire language used in this way can help learners to
avoid boredom in English language classrooms.

As mentioned in the literature review by Toba, Noor, &Sanu (2019), students
seem to know the form of lexical expression of compare and contrast via grammatical
references (Swan, 2016), but they lack of adequate notion regarding the actual use.
To reflect this thought, when English language learners were asked whether they

know the lexical expression even if or not, the answer is yes. However, they cannot



Lawarath Social E-Journal Vol. 5 No. 2 (May- August 2023) | 87

explain that it is used for argument. Therefore, this study allows them to gain insight

into the use of this lexical item via empirical evidence.

Suggestion for Future Study

Since this current study contributes to the view of lexical expressions of
compare and contrast in applied linguistics research articles, the future study in the
field is recommended to use other materials, such as news articles, novels and
academic textbooks. Not only do the use of these texts could contribute something
new to the field, but the researchers could investigate the similarities and differences
of lexical items of compare and contrast between different text varieties and be able
to use them effectively and appropriately. Another recommendation is concerned
with @ number of lexical items as used in this current study. Since the dataset in this
study is quite limited, a larger number of dataset or a corpus-based study can gain
more insightful information and more examples for learners of English as a Foreign
Language to study in the future. The last suggestion is regarded to the varieties of the
English language. Investigating the use of lexical items of compare and contrast in
different language varieties, such as British English and American English could lead

one to the new results to the field.
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Abstract

This research aims to: 1. study the fundamental human rights of a student
who is defined by law as a youth; 2. study the forms of punishment undertaken
by the schools, and 3. find a suitable punishment policy that shall not violate the students’
human rights. The purposive sampling technique was applied to students from 12
secondary schools in Lop Buri Province. The samples include three teachers from
each school and six grade 1-6 students from each school, totaling 108. The tools
used for data collection were tests, questionnaires, and interviews.

The results revealed that: 1. according to fundamental human rights, a student
who is under 18 years old and defined by law as a youth is eligible to survive and
deemed to have the rights of being under a guardian's care and protection. They
owned the right to have adequate support for their development and the right to
participate in any activities that the Convention on the Rights of the Child legislates.
Teachers needed to have a good understanding of human rights principles and
a willingness to protect the rights of fellow students; 2. schools had no particular
form of punishment. Some of those are physical punishments, such as spanking,
commanding students to run, or other forms of punishment, such as revising the assignment,
doing additional practices, or limiting their use of facilities. They were varied because
of the differences in causal factors and the agreed-upon punishment terms; 3. a suitable
punishment policy that would not violate the students’ human rights should be made
with the agreement or consensus of teachers and students on both the conditions
and methods of punishment. This enhancement would help the students improve
their behaviors to be more acceptable. It would also eliminate the tendency for

conflicts and maintain relations between teachers and students.
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Abstract

This research aims to study three issues: 1. the historical development of Nakhon
Phanom City from the past to the present; 2. the importance of historical and cultural
attractions in Nakhon Phanom and 3. the guideline for the creative and sustainable
development of historical tourism in Nakhon Phanom. This qualitative research employed
historical methods to collect and analyze data from documents, archaeological
evidence, legends, and folk rituals. A social science approach was employed in the forms
of an in-depth interview and a focus group interview with 20 local people. The data
were presented in the form of an academic report.

The results included: 1. the history of Nakhon Phanom was found back around
the 12th — 18th B.E. It was the location of the ancient kingdom called “Srikhottaboon”.
In the 19th B.E., the name of the kingdom was changed to “Maruakkha Nakhon” which
was the important city of Lan Xang’s Kingdom. Until 2321 B.E., it was annexed as part of
the Thai Kindom, and changed the name to "Nakhon Phanom City"; 2. Nakhon Phanom
had many distinct outstanding attractions. It included: 2.1 historical attractions which
were the places that showed the development of their artistic and exceptional
architecture. Most of them are temples and old buildings in the community; 2.2 there
was a local community attraction that was an ethnical village with a unique cultural
identity and 2.3 there were local traditions and festivals which were arranged based on
the local beliefs for example, the Illuminated Boat Procession (Lai Reua Fai) and Phaya
Si Sattanakarat worship ceremony and 3. for the guideline that could help support
the sustainability in the local tourism at Nakhon Phanom, it was suggested that local

community needed to participant in the local tourism management.

Keywords: Historical Tourism, Nakhon Phanom City, Community Based Tourism
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Abstract

This research aims to study the processes of learning, developing, and inheriting
the Mudmee weaving wisdom. It is regarded as an important cultural capital that is
a base to support a creative tourism promotion following a community-based tourism
management of the Thai-Puan community, Hinpuk sub-district, Banmee district, Lopburi
province. This qualitative research collected data from thirty-four key informants who
were selected using a purposive sampling and a snowball sampling. They were divided
into two groups: fifteen village sage, village wisemen, and local leaders, and nineteen
Tai-Puan, Mudmee weaving wisemen. The data were collected by doing a field study
(community survey, in-depth interview, non-participant observation, focus group discussion,
and documentary research. Data and methodological triangulation were employed to
validate data, and Typological Content Analysis was used for data analysis.

The main findings were: 1. in terms of community contexts, the economy condition
and the Thai-Puan cultural capitals influenced Thai-Puan Mudmee weaving wisdom;
2. for the learning process of the weaving wisdom, it was passed down through household
and communities system that the ex-generations taught their descendants to learn how
to do patterns, tying, coloring, and weaving; 3. for the development of the weaving
wisdom, it was instructed and transferred orally. People exchanged their knowledge and

experiences, tried new techniques, or learmed some techniques from government offices.
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Mudmee weaving was supported and developed by public businesses, government
sections, customers, and Tai-Puan wiseman. All of these supports lead to the local
wisdom reservation and transmission and high-standard Mudmee clothes. The development
also supports local people to have stable jobs and incomes as the Mudmee weaving
group is strong and independent. The group is a renounced weaving group in the province
and also gains many awards and 4. the inheriting process of the weaving wisdom of
Thai-Puan community, was done through families, community, and workshops. The
inheritances were the descendants of the weaving group, members of the weaving
group, people in the community, and those who were interested in weaving. The contents
that they learned included patterning, tying, coloring, weaving, and goods value-adding

techniques.

Keywords: Learning and Transmission Process, Mudmee Weaving Wisdom, Cultural

Capital
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Abstract

The objective of this study is to analyze psychological socialization in Chinese
society through a short cartoon video, Little Monk Yi Chan {—#f/NRIN) |
broadcasted through Weibo from 1 January 2017 to 1 January 2020 in a total of 197
episodes. This study employed a qualitative research method by grouping the types
of content, collecting statistical data, and analyzing content in the video.

The results found that there were five types of psychological socialization
reflected in the cartoon. They included: 1. morality; 2. traditions; 3. belief/religion;
4. perceptions/opinions and 5. inspiration. Based on the frequency counting of the
types of psychological socialization appearing in each episode, perception/opinion
was mostly found at 70.89%. This socialization type covered six sub-issues which were:
the perceptions/opinions on becoming an adult, on love, on living, on interpersonal
relationships, on personality, and on emotions/feelings. These psychological socializations
corresponded to the psychological characteristics of Chinese people and reflected
their needs for psychological support in nowadays. This cartoon not only provided
Chinese audiences with useful life lessons but also encouraged them to review their

lives. On the other hand, the tradition type was found the least.

Keywords: Socialization, Psychological, Chinese Cartoon Short Video, Little Monk Yi Chan
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Abstract

This study aims to disclose the relationship between the musical ideas of
Bartok’s piano compositions and the twentieth-century music of Thai contemporary
classical composers that are Wiboon Trakulhun (1966), Narong Prangcharoen (1973),
and Denny Euprasert (1969). This research principally adopted two methods which
were stylistic analysis and theoretical analysis in order to shed some light on Bartok’s
and Thai composers’ compositional craft in piano music.

As a result, there were differences and similarities between Bartok’s, Trakulhun’s,
Prangcharoen’s, and Euprasert’s composition concepts and approaches to creating
composition strategies in piano works. Although some of the Thai composers’ fancy
piano compositions went beyond Bartok’s new tonal experimentation, we can see
some influences of Bartok’s composition styles, specifically in the ideal of radical
folkloristic music, primitivism, and national style based on a modernist idiom that can
also lead to the new musical aspects in the classical piano music of the 20th
century. The examples of the differences in Thai composer’s piano compositions
were: having no time signature, atonal music, integral serialism, twelve-tone system,
and use of limited notes in a pitch-class set like minimalism in music along with
different cultures and societies which are closely associated with music composition.
Moreover, some of their piano oeuvres express enthusiasm for supporting musical
education, based on several contemporary musical styles similar to Bartok’s

Mikrokosmos.

Keywords: Béla Bartdk, Thai Composers, Piano Music, Compositional Techniques,

Musical Influences



176 | Lawarath Social E-Journal Vol. 5 No. 2 (May- August 2023)

AINAUNUTNIIAUAUATTEN TN FURUUMATIANITUTENUSINAS
aruivgluvasuisnannuunussnusimasudineluaunsanissen 20

NUA NaYNWIA
2191359UTLTAULATYNAMAIGAT UNIINLIFENTUNNSUYT
flav ¥y ureiseyana
N3 deise

Corresponding Author: karn.gularnupong@hotmail.com

Iisuunaa: 5 uns1an 2566 Ysuusawdle: 6 nuanius 2566 aauTudinum: 21 nuafius 2566

q

o/ 1

Unaneg

RSt g Usvasd iflenansrmnadiusys oo serinam U s
washudsluresunnoniuinuseiusmasnlvelunusdamssui 20 16un Jyad msenady,
U3IA US19ALATEY, kaviay aguseiasy NSt uilYsnteuitiduandds Ao MIIATIEN
a3 (Stylistic Analysis) uazn153LAT 18T M ] (Theoretical Analysis) it alvid1lad
wdnnsUseusmaadeluvesurinenuazinusanasiive Tuaussanissei 20

1NNTANINUTT TAUUANFILAZANUAGIEATIAUTENINWIAAKAYITNaYNS
N15UsERUSINAYRRUAT USnen, TYad nsenady, ased UT1NARSYY, Wavlau aguseiass
Tunsadassananuaulelu daudinnsussiusimasdeluresdnusanamveg vnsauagdl
anuwdanimizeremslfimadalunsussiusilimiloutuuninen sty mshifinauades
AUASKUUEINT G AURSTISea rSoldnannsiuifnvesnunsiiueaday agrelsiniusnds
annsamuemudsdesiulunmsussiudinamunisudeluiild s udvinaendnealianzin
MMVI$AEN DE1TY LUIRRTEsLAT Ut LR LAY AuATWIRTNITY viFesUuuUAuAT
wRfey Wudu s?famzmaﬁﬂﬂgjLLdguuaqmumﬁuEULLUULLuaﬁﬂaﬁaimjsuamﬁaqﬂumﬁuqﬂﬁmﬁwﬁ
20 leadsassinarudely suilufmamulehnnduromnauandidiulumsativayuuas
MSWAILMINEIUAURSANY (Music Education) Tindnerdsiununanumnas lulpsnoaued
(Mikrokosmos) U8du15men

AdNALY: Lwan vseen, dnuseiiusinasynilng, aunailely, atianisuaanas,

a a

NINAFURUUAUAUAT



Lawarath Social E-Journal Vol. 5 No. 2 (May- August 2023) | 177

Introduction

When Béla Bartok (1881-1945) was still alive, he had many significant roles in his
musical life: composer, ethnomusicologist, music editor, concert pianist, music teacher,
music scholar, and musicologist. Bartok’s lifelong works in music mainly composed for
progressive piano, roughly 436 pieces, much more than any other musical instrument
(Burrows, 2005, p. 395). It is noteworthy that Barték was extremely fond of using a musical
technique of symmetry in his own style (Burkholder, &Palisca, 2014, p.843). Bartok usually
adopted the idea of musical symmetry in his own compositions regarding melodic
motifs, harmonization, musical structure, scales, and modes (Austin, 1966, p.319). In
twentieth-century Western-art music, although there are a considerable number of
composers, Bartok is one of the prominent and influential composers who can be a
major representative of modern music. He blended components of Hungarian and other
folk-music traditions with the common-practice era and musical sound of modernism in
music (Burkholder, &Palisca, 2014, p. 831), specifically in the first half of the 20th century so
as to create his personal modernist idiom which still expresses the tonal center in music.
This concept idea enables Bartok to lead to new tonal experimentation in his musical
compositions which are also found in musical idea and style of later contemporary
classical composers and jazz composers such as Benjamin Britten (1913-1976), Aaron
Copland (1900-1990), Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992), Witold Lutoslawski (1913-1994),
Alberto Ginastera (1916-1983), George Crumb (1926), and Gyorgy Ligeti (1923-2006)
(Antokoletz & Susanni, 2011, p.306) along with Chick Corea (1941) (Gillies, 2007, p.7). This
also includes living Thai composers Narong Prangcharoen (1973), Denny Euprasert (1969),
and Wiboon Trakulhun (1966). This is not wrong to say that, Bartok’s musical legacy had
influenced composers’ compositions in many countries and continents throughout the
world; thus, Bartdkian language is always one of the interesting topics in musicology to
discuss and compare with later composers in the second half of the 20th century until
the present time.

The reasons that Thai composers are chosen are because their piano music
pieces are inspired and influenced by Bartokian vocabulary and their musical idioms
mainly emphasize musical components of 20" century music. More significantly, their
piano compositions are published and performed in public concerts. It is also interesting
that Trakulhun’s music was acknowledged by the Thailand Research Fund (TRF) and
National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT) so as to create piano aesthetic pieces;
he has been a musical scholar and musicologist, who is truly interested in 20" century
Western art music, as well as a great modern composer in Thailand. Euprasert received
the Silpathorn Contemporary Artist Award 2009 from the Ministry of Culture of Thailand
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and Louis Armstrong Jazz Award, and he is not only a jazz pianist and conductor but
also a contemporary composer. Next, Prangcharoen’s musical works are acknowledged
to be cosmopolitan, especially in contemporary classical music. Prangcharoen’s musical
compositions won the Guggenheim Fellowship, the Barlow Prize, the Pacific Symphony’s
American Composers Competition Prize, the Annapolis Charter 300 International Composers
Competition Prize, and also the Alexander Zemlinsky International Composition Competition
Prize. For these reasons, the three Thai composer’s piano compositions are very fascinating
to study and compare with Bartdk’s innovative music compositional outputs even

though they were born and raised in the Eastern world..

Research Aims
To investigate the musical relationship between Bartdk’s piano compositions and
Thai twentieth-century classical music composers that were Trakulhun (1966), Prangcharoen
(1973), and Euprasert (1969).

The Scope of the Research and Methods

This research article focused on the analysis of music composition for piano
by Thai composers including Trakulhun’s Ether-Cosmos (2015), Prangcharoen’s Three
Minds for piano (2003), along with Euprasert’s Phra Abhai Mani for piano solo (2017),
and to compare its compositions with Bartdk’s piano compositions which were
Fourteen Bagatelles (1908), Seven Sketches, Op. 9b (1908-1910), Four Dirges (1909-
1910), Allegro Barbaro (1911), the Suite for Piano (1926), Out of Doors (1926), the Piano
Sonata (1926), and Mikrokosmos (1926-1939). The features of music composition
pieces from these Thai composers held a large number of unique characteristics and
techniques and styles of Bartokian devices which became the new tonal system in
the first half of the twentieth century. That is to say, it has a strong influence on a group
of later modemn or contemporary composers’ composition processes and imaginations.
Within these sets of piano compositions, there are progressive piano pieces that are
chosen to indicate the relationship between the musical ideas of Bartok’s legacy and
the three living Thai composers’ composition crafts.

Therefore, this study principally emphasized the adoption of two methods
which were stylistic analysis and theoretical analysis so as to shed some light on the

musical idioms of Bartdk’s and Thai composers’ piano compositions.
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Research Results

The musical relationship between Barték’s and Wiboon Trakulhun’s piano
compositions

Ether-Cosmos

Ether-Cosmos consists of 20 progressive piano pieces and was composed in
2015. Trakulhun had received funding from the Thailand Research Fund (TRF) to
write the piece. He commented, not only Ether-Cosmos, but also Ramayana was
greatly influenced and inspired by the Bartokian language (W. Trakulhun, personal
communication, December 12, 2018).

In terms of the theoretical analysis of Ether-Cosmos lll, the musical language
in a measure 10 (see Fig. 1) characterizes 4+3+2/8 time, and was similar to Bartok’s
Six Dances in Bulgarian Rhythm No. 148 from Mikrokosmos which contained 4+2+3/8

time. Both pieces focused principally on additive rhythmic languages and syncopations.
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Figure 1. Trakulhun’s Ether-Cosmos Ill, measure 10 (Source: Trakulhun, 2016)

Ether-Cosmos V reflected the technique of bitonality that was similar to the
compositional style of Bartok’s Fourteen Bagatelles Op. 6 No. 1. Remarkably, this
technique was applied by Bartok before Stravinsky’s Petrushka (1911), along with the
investigations of the French composer Darius Milhaud (1892-1974) (Stevens, 2002,
p.41). Bartdk’s unique bitonality in musical language basically features between
diatonic scale and modality rather than using major and minor scales. Hence, it is
possible that Ether-Cosmos V was a result of a great impact of Bartok’s Fourteen
Bagatelles Op. 6 No. 1 because the musical idiom of Ether-Cosmos V in measures 1-3
employs E-Phrygian mode in the right hand and D-flat major scale in the left hand
(see Fig. 2). This was more or less related to Bartok’s Fourteen Bagatelles Op. 6 No. 1
that demonstrates bitonality in music combining technical skills with E major scale

and C-Phrygian mode.
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Figure 2. Trakulhun’s Ether-Cosmos V, measures 1-3 (Source: Trakulhun, 2016)

Most significantly, the musical style of Ether-Cosmos V in measures 21-23 (see
Fig. 3) discloses a compositional technique that is analogous to Bartok’s Divided Arpeggios
No. 143 from Mikrokosmos in measures 2-3 (see Fig. 4). The music adopted uncommon
and odd musical notations of the sixteenth-note beam, along with a technique of

rhythmic displacement in music based on repeated notes.
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Figure 3. Trakulhun’s Ether-Cosmos V, measures 21-23 (Source: Trakulhun, 2016)
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Figure 4. Bartok’s Divided Arpeggios No. 143 in Volume VI from Mikrokosmos,
measures 1-3 (Source: Yeomans, 1988)
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Pertaining to Ether-Cosmos VI, the musical idea strongly resembled Bartok's
Fourteen Bagatelles Op. 6 No. 2 towards symmetry of the axial system in music
based on repeated notes. To illustrate, Ether-Cosmos VIl basically discloses that the
eighth-note passages shaping the harmonic interval of the major second, G-A, is
symmetrical around an implicit axis pitch, Ab, in measures 5-22 (see Fig. 5). In doing
so, the musical idiom in the left hand revealed main melodic themes such as notes
Bb-F#-A-G which was shaped around an implicit axis pitch, Ab in measures 5-7.
Moreover, measures 7-8 featured an accent mark of note D which is the tritone of
the axial pitch, Ab. At the same time, the right-hand accompaniment gradually
expanded the intervals namely G-A and F#-Bb based on the axial pitch of Ab as well.
That is, it was closely similar to the musical idea of Fourteen Bagatelles Op. 6 No. 2
at the beginning. It is noteworthy that Ether-Cosmos VII expanded the music in both
hands by touching a seven-pitch-class set (D-E-F#-G-A-Bb-C) which was somewhat
akin to the idiomatic concept of Bartok’s synthetic scale.

The music was one of the non-diatonic folk modes by using systematic
rotation 2 which came from rotation 1 (C-D-E-F#-G-A-Bb); it could be a so-called
acoustic (overtone) scale. This technique could change a pitch center by means of
systematic rotation in music which still remained the same seven notes, which were:
C-D-E-F#-G-A-Bb (rotation 1), D-E-F#-G-A-Bb-C (rotation 2), E-F#-G-A-Bb-C (rotation 3),
F#-G-A-Bb-C-D-E (rotation 4), G-A-Bb-C-D-E-F# (rotation 5), A-Bb-C-D-E-F#-G (rotation
6), and Bb-C-D-E-F#-G-A (rotation 7).

Essentially, according to Elliott Antokoletz (2000), an intervallic structure of
Bartok’s synthetic scale (C-D-E-F#-G-A-Bb) implied “three overlapping types of
segments”: octatonic (E-F#-G-A-Bb-C), diatonic (C-D-E-F#-G-A), and whole-tone (Bb-C-
D-E-F#)” (p. 82). Although the musical language of Ether-Cosmos VII looked like a
compositional process of a pointillistic style, there was a shed of the musical style of

Bartok’s Fourteen Bagatelles Op. 6 No. 2. due to the maintenance of an axis of symmetry.
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Figure 5. Trakulhun’s Ether-Cosmos VII, measures 5-22 (Source: Trakulhun, 2016)
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Regarding Ether-Cosmos XII, there were some musical aspects of this piece
that were highly similar to Bartok’s Allegro Barbaro. For instance, the compositional
style of Ether-Cosmos XlI in measures 68-71 (see Fig. 6) indicates harsh martellato or
hammering-percussive piano timbres with motoric rhythmic strength in order to
create a barbarous style or primitive sonority, along with radical dynamics (ff) based
on fast tempo and simple duple meter (2/4) like Allegro Barbaro. Hence, its musical
languages were greatly akin to Bartok’s Allegro Barbaro in measures 1-5 (see Fig. 7).
Most importantly, the compositional approaches of Ether-Cosmos Xl in measures 38-
45 (see Fig. 8) adopts odd musical notations of eighth-note beams which resemble
the concepts of Allegro Barbaro in measures 5-6 (see Fig.7). It is interesting that the
musical characters of Bartok’s Free Variations No. 140 from Mikrokosmos in measures
1-13 (see Fig. 9) convey unusual changing meters in most measures that are closely
similar to Ether-Cosmos Xl in measures 71-80 (see Fig. 10). In other words, both
compositions showed different changing meters namely 2/4, 7/8, 4/8, 6/8, 5/8, and
3/8 which blended simple and compound meters with complex time based on

eighth-note values.
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Figure 6. Trakulhun’s Ether—Cosmos XlI, measures 68-71 (Source: Trakulhun, 2016)
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Figure 10. Trakulhun’s Ether-Cosmos XIl, measures 71-80 (Source: Trakulhun, 2016)

The musical relationship between Bartdk’s and Narong Prangcharoen’s piano compositions

Three Minds for Piano

In terms of compositional ideas and approaches, this piece emphasized the
relationships of body, soul, and mind that motivated music composition. Prangcharoen
(2003) conveyed the concept of an expanded tonal system to express many
emotions in music. He suggested that some musical aspects of his piano compositions
were influenced by Barték’s compositional procedures such as structural texture,
hammering-percussive sonority, and ideal of musical folklorism (N. Prangcharoen,
personal communication, May 27, 2018). However, this piece consists of three
movements namely Fierce (1), Absent (Il), and Hesitant (lll).

Pertaining to the theoretical analysis of Fierce (I), its musical idioms contain
unusual and odd changing meters in measures 3-7 (see Fig. 11) which indicate 2/4,
3/8, 2/4, 5/16, and 2/4 which are almost the same as Bartok’s Subject and Reflection
No. 141 from Mikrokosmos in measures 4-10; which it reaches 2/4, 3/8, 2/4, 5/8, and
2/4 (see Fig. 12).
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Figure 12. Bartok’s Subject and Reflection No. 141 from Mikrokosmos, measures 4-10

(Source: Yeomans, 1988)

In other words, these piano compositions focused on the 2/4 meter which is
the main idea and point of the musical rhythmic pulses, in order to switch to
another meter like the technique of metric modulation. In terms of whole-tone
collection in this movement, which basically could be divided into two formations in
music namely WT-0 (C-D-E-F#-G#-A#) and WT-1 (C#-D#-F-G-A-B), Fierce (I) in measure
2 (see Fig. 13) reveals the pentachordal forms of whole-tone scales that are set side
by side between WT-0 and WT-1 in music. For example, E-Gb-Ab-Bb-C (WT-0), G-A-B-
CH#-D# (WT-1), Bb-C-D-E-Gb (WT-0), C#-D#-F-G-A (WT-1), and many others. It is
seemingly similar to the concept idea of Bartdk’s Poco Lento No.7 from Seven
Sketches, Op. 9b in measures 17-22 (see Fig. 14) which contains the pentachordal
sets of whole-tone scales, namely F#-G#-A#-B#-C## (WT-0) and A-B-C#-D#-E# (WT-1).
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Figure 13. Prangcharoen’s Three Minds for piano, Fierce (I), measure 2

(Source: Prangcharoen, 2003)
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Figure 14. Bartok’s Poco Lento No. 7 from Seven Sketches, Op. 9b, measures 18-19

(Source: Prangcharoen, 2003)

It is noteworthy that there is the usage of Bartok’s acoustic (overtone) scale in
measures 3-8 (see Fig. 15). The musical languages demonstrates the hexachordal set
of the acoustic (overtone) scale- C-D-E-F#-A-Bb between the right hand and the left
hand. Interestingly, measure 72 exemplifies an accented tone-cluster chord in the
left hand that is derived from the pentachordal skeleton of the Lydian b7 scale,
based on Db-F-G-Ab-B (see Fig. 16). This was closely akin to the unique system of
Bartok’s synthetic scale-the acoustic (overtone) scale. After all, the musical sound of
the Lydian b7 scale resembled the Db-Hungarian major scale which could be

observed in Bagatelle No. 11 in measure 30 as well.



188 |

Lawarath Social E-Journal Vol. 5 No. 2 (May- August 2023)

Gocs

e

"

e e

Figure 15. Prangcharoen’s Three Minds for Piano, Fierce (I), measures 3-8

(Source: Prangcharoen, 2003)
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Figure 16. Prangcharoen’s Three Minds for Piano, Fierce (I), measure 72

(Source: Prangcharoen, 2003)

Additionally, Absent (Il) exemplified the technique of parallel tritones in left-
hand harmonization. For instance, the beginning of the music in Absent conveys
parallel tritones including G#-D (d5), F#-C (d5), Eb-A (d5), F-B (A4), and Db-G (d5) in
the middle voices (see Fig. 17). Parallel tritones are also used in measures 10-11: F#-
C (d5), D#-A (d5), C#-G (d5), C-F# (A4), and A-D# (Ad) in the middle voices with the
sustained note C# in the bass line (see Fig. 18). Hence, these compositional techniques
are somewhat akin to Barték’s Fourteen Bagatelles Op. 6 No. 8 in measures 28-32 (see
Fig. 19), that display both parallel tritones and the sustained note G in the bass line.

It was a similar musical style to Absent.
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Figure 17. Prangcharoen’s Three Minds for piano, Absent (Il), measures 1-6

(Source: Prangcharoen, 2003)
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Figure 18. Prangcharoen’s Three Minds for piano, Absent (Il), measures 10-11

(Source: Prangcharoen, 2003)
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Figure 19. Bartok’s Fourteen Bagatelles Op. 6 No. 8, measures 28-32

Finally, Hesitant (Ill) reveals the trichordal set of Arabic magams (Shahnaz)
between the right hand and the left hand in measure 28, G-Bb-C#-D (see Fig. 20). It is

closely analogous to Bartok’s In Oriental Style No. 58 from Mikrokosmos which
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adopts non-diatonic mode (Arabic magam) of thematic motives, G-A-Bb-C#-D in
measures 1-7, and 15-19 (see Fig. 21). More significantly, these compositions

essentially focused on using the interval of augmented second like Bb-C#.
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Figure 20. Prangcharoen’s Three Minds for piano, Hesitant (Ill), measure 28 (Source:

Prangcharoen, 2003)
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Figure 21. Bartok’s In Oriental Style No. 58 from Mikrokosmos, measures 1-7
(Source: Gillies, 2007)

The musical relationship between Barték’s and Denny Euprasert’s piano compositions

Phra Abhai Mani for Piano Solo

From the name, undoubtedly, the music was highly influenced by Phra Aphai
Mani, a Thai epic poem written by Sunthon Phu (1786-1855) who is considered one
of the greatest poets of Thailand. Phra Abhai Mani piece consists of ten movements,
namely The Two Brothers (1), the Mermaid (Il), Wonder Island (lll), the Orgress (IV),
Princess of the East (V), the Two Sons (VI), Lament (VII), the Dragon Horse (VIII), the
Hermit (IX), and Princess of the Western Isle (X). However, Euprasert discussed that
there were some musical perspectives of the piece which were inspired by Bartok’s

compositional ideas and techniques (D. Euprasert, personal communication, December
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13, 2018). Even though Euprasert has always been keenly interested in jazz harmonic
vocabulary. This research study selected some progressive pieces of Phra Abhai Mani
which could vividly reflect Bartok’s innovative musical languages in the 20™ century.
In terms of the theoretical analysis of the music, the musical style of the Two
Brothers (1) in measures 40-42 (see Fig. 22) touches the combination of the pentachordal
set of the chromatic scale, C-C#-D-Eb-E, with the pentachordal segment of Hungarian
major scale, F-G#-A-B-C. Its compositional process could, therefore, be found in
Bartok’s piano music such as Four Dirges No. 2 in measures 16-29, showing the
technique of artificial scale by using skeletal sets of Hungarian major scale and mode

to create modernist devices.
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Figure 22. Euprasert’s Phra Abhai Mani, the Two Brothers (1), measures 40-42
(Source: Gillies, 2007)

For the Mermaid (Il), its musical idiom employs Bartokian language, indicating
Hungarian minor scale in measures 19-20 in both hands, C-D-Eb-F#-G-Ab-B (see Fig.
23) which the technique could be so-called Hungarian Gypsy scale as well. This was
one of the particularly unique characteristics of Bartok’s folkloristic idiom in music.

Regarding the compositional technique of the Orgress (IV), the music often
employs tone-cluster folk-like chords namely B-C-D#-E (0145) with E-F-G#-A (0145), in
order to build up harmonic vocabulary based on unpredictable rhythmic
syncopations, and repetitive figuration by absorbing the tetrachordal sets between
Hungarian Gypsy scale and Romanian minor scale in measures 11, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19,
20, 21, 22, and 23 (see Fig. 24). These were musical folklore collections that could
also be seen in Bartok’s piano music as well.

On the other side of compositional conception, notes E-F-G#-A are closely
associated with the tetrachordal collection of Spanish Gypsy scale; in other words,
Spanish Gypsy scale is greatly related to Romanian minor scale in terms of the
tetrachordal materials. Bartok loves to adopt this technique into his own style of

music which can be found from his early work until his late piano works.
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Figure 23. Euprasert’s Phra Abhai Mani, the Mermaid (Il), measures 19-20
(Source: Gillies, 2007)
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Figure 24. Euprasert’s Phra Abhai Mani, the Orgress (IV), measure 11 (Source: Gillies, 2007)

In terms of pentatonicism in Princess of the East (V), it is highly interesting
that measure 23 was the simultaneous use of two pentatonic scales; the right-hand
part adopts anhemitonic pentatonic minor scale (black keys); the left-hand passage
features anhemitonic pentatonic major scale (white keys). This is called the musical
conception of bi-modality. This compositional technique could be found in Bartdkian
languages such as I. Allegro moderato from the Piano Sonata in measures 67-73 as
well as Waves (No. 51) from Mikrokosmos in measures 1-8.

Eventually, concerning the Dragon Horse (VII), there were some musical
perspectives of this piece which was akin to Bartok’s With Drums and Pipes from Out
of Doors (1926). To illustrate, the Dragon Horse characteristically employs a technique of
ostinato figure in the left-hand part on downbeats at the beginning of the piece
based on the eighth note value using two notes together in measures 1-7 on the fast
tempo (see Fig. 25). This is the similar musical style to the With Drums and Pipes
from Out of Doors in measures 1-7 (see Fig. 26). After all, both musical styles
principally emphasized the technique of parallel motion on the right-hand themes,

showing the same direction in music.
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Figure 25. Euprasert’s Phra Abhai Mani, the Dragon Horse (VIIl), measures 1-7
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Discussion

influenced and inspired by Western composer Bartok?

Figure 26. Bartok’s With Drums and Pipes from Out of Doors, measures 1-7

The above-mentioned results, might lead to some questions: what are the
differences and similarities between Bartok’s legacy and three living Thai composers’

piano compositions? Why was the twentieth-century music of Thai composers
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First of all, there are some differences and similarities in their music. For
instance, Trakulhun’s Ether-Cosmos expressed compositional objectives, styles, and
ideas which were similar to Bartok’s Mikrokosmos. The hidden agenda of the
composing of Ether-Cosmos is that Trakulhun needs to see a number of Thai
students improve and develop idealistic education about the piano performance of
several technical skills, particularly in 20™-century Western-art music. Above all, the
piece could greatly enhance them obtain a rich body of specific knowledge regarding
musical composition, music theory, and musical analysis.

The term Cosmos means “universe in music”, it aims to show a large number
of musical outputs and processes from composition techniques of early music
through modern music or contemporary music along with musical folklorism in order
to create this aesthetic work-Ether-Cosmos. Therefore, Ether-Cosmos always changes
musical styles and techniques in each movement. It is similar to the stylistic concept
of Bartok’s Mikrokosmos which is the German language that defines a microcosm as
equivalent to the idealistic aspect of Trakulhun’s Ether-Cosmos in music world. More
importantly, Trakulhun also revealed a reference from Mikrokosmos (Volume 6) in
the bibliography of Ether-Cosmos: Twenty Pieces for Piano. He also wrote academic
books namely Twentieth-Century Music and Twentieth-Century Music: Basic Set
Theory Music that offered a body of in-depth knowledge in terms of Bartokian
compositions, such as nationalism, primitivism, and folklore music. As a result, it is
possible that Trakulhun obtained some influences from the idiomatic conceptualization of
Bartok’s fancy piano compositions.

However, there are some aspects of Trakulhun’s music that are different from
Bartok's. Trakulhun’s music absorbs techniques of minimalist music, total serialism,
no time signature, atonal music, and twelve-tone row, including containing some
traditional Thai music in his own style. These cannot be found in Bartdk’s music, but
some of its concept designs are somewhat akin to Bartok’s nationalistic idioms based
on modernist craft in his music. Thus, Trakulhun seemed to integrate a conceptual
framework of nationalism/folklorism (ethnomusicology) and internationalism (musicology)
in his music. This is also can be found in the compositional process of Bartok’s late
piano music such as counterpoint, polyphonic style, palindrome/ crab canon, homorhythm,
rhythmic mode, and classical form. He excluded several techniques of modern music
and included traditional folk-music tunes and characters in Eastern European countries
along with Turkish music from Asia Minor. He combined Eastern and Western, romanticism

and modernism within the classical tradition to create innovative musical output. It is
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called Bartok’s new tonal experiment or expanded tonal framework that can be found
in the works of later contemporary composers, including the three Thai composers.

To create exceptional artworks, Bartok’s piano compositional languages which
are based on hammering-percussive sonority, symmetrical formations, and ideals of
musical folklorism or radical primitivism, are the crucial components. These factors
have influenced Thai composers specially Prangcharoen and Euprasert. Even though
some of their works reflect no tonal center in music unlike Schoenberg’s atonality,
Debussy’s impressionist music, Stravinsky’s neo-classicism or pandiatonicism or contrapuntal compositional
devices of J. S. Bach that we can see some of these ideas in Bartok’s late music. However,
Bartok’s music was inspired and influenced by Debussy, Stravinsky, Schoenberg, and
J. S. Bach, because these composers have always been prodigies in Western music
history as well.

Remarkably, Bartok never completely abandoned and lost his personal character
to create new tonal music works. He did not want to be like other composers who
lived in the same era and before. He would like to develop and blend what he
learned from others into his own style which led to a great model for Thai
contemporary composers to apply his approach. Another interesting thing is that
Arab music can also be found in Bartok’s Mikrokosmos and in some pieces by Thai
composers. Bartok collected folk-music tunes from North Africa in 1913 and the
majority of Thai people have been closely related to Indian culture, history, society,
and religion. As India is greatly influenced by Arab culture or the Middle East in many
aspects, it is possible that Thai composers’ piano compositions studied some ideas
of Arab music in Bartok’s Mikrokosmos which can still be the best exemplar of
Western-art music notation and system based on musical modernism.

In the 20" century, it is evident that perspectives of Western European art,
music, society, education, technology, politics, and culture had more impact on
many continents of the world such as North America, South America, Asia, and Africa.
Due to the rise of European colonial expansion or Western colonialism along with
World Wars | and II; hence, it is possible that many ideas of the Western world could
easily reach Thai common people. This includes how composers in the Eastern world
regard ways of logical thinking, mindset, and expression of the Western world. Above
all, Prangcharoen, Euprasert, and Trakulhun graduated with a doctoral degree in
music composition in the USA. They might obtain Western culture and education
including the musical aspects of Barték who was extremely famous as an ethnomusicologist,
musicologist, music educator, piano professor, and composer in music schools in the

United States. At the present time, independent ideas are trendy and popular among
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Thai common people owing to human rights along with socialism, patriotism, and the
ideology of democracy. These ideas might come from a nationalist idea raised throughout
Thailand. So, a number of Thai artists and composers aspire to do that to express the
freedom of thought based on nationalist movement and conception of their homeland
mixed with modernist design. Thus, their nationalistic works will be acknowledged to be
cosmopolitan, especially in contemporary style.

Undoubtedly, not only Bartok has been one of the pioneering models to be
a real nationalist and independent creator, but also, he is widely recognized internationally
by means of blending many musical characteristics together. He was not afraid of
negative criticisms from listeners or anti-primitive style. He wanted to adopt this idea
for developing music education for the new generation in his own country rather
than being concerned for listeners’ appreciation and satisfaction. Students could
learn the new musical sound of modernism at that time, which is completely
different from the major and minor keys in the tonality of the common-practice era.
Some of those methods have provided great inspiration for later contemporary
composers’ mindsets in current music education, including Thai composers as well.
We can see some ideas of symmetrical forms, patterns, and phrasings in music from
17th- and 18th-centuries classical composers such as J. S. Bach, Mozart, and
Beethoven, including early music composer Guillaume de Machaut’s symmetry in
music. However, those works are very different from Bartok’s compositions based on
musical elements of 20" century music along with non-traditional functional
harmony that is alike to Thai composers’ symmetry in music. There are, furthermore,
some technical symmetries in Bartok’s music which is closely associated with
authentic traditional folk music that he researched. That is, we have never seen a
compositional technique like Bartok’s symmetry in early twentieth-century of
Western art music. The fact is that a vast number of modern composers during
Bartok’s time would like to absorb musical ideas of asymmetry rather than symmetry
in music, particularly in Stravinsky’s music which has always been compared with
Bartok. Although Bartok’s music employs asymmetrical meters and rhythms, he
particularly liked to use symmetrical construction in many musical passages not only
in piano pieces but also in string quartets and orchestral works. In other words, he

never totally rejected asymmetrical ideas in his music as well.

Conclusion and Suggestion
The musical languages of three Thai composers Prangcharoen, Euprasert, and

Trakulhun divulge unique characteristics and conceptualizations of Bartdék’s compositional
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styles and techniques to create interesting musical sounds of the twentieth-century
Western art music. As a result, the particular piano pieces that this study selected
can show the musical process of Bartdok’s axis of symmetry based on repeated notes
like Bartok’s Bagatelle No. 2. Usually, their music conveys Bartdk’s synthetic scale,
the acoustic (overtone) scale, based on the horizontal direction which seems to be a
symmetrical scale with an axial note. With this technique, a pitch center is changed
by means of systematic rotation in music. At the same time, the acoustic (overtone)
approach features various intervals such as major second, minor second, minor third,
and perfect octave while playing the passage in both hands together. This is different
from Scriabin’s seven-pitch mystic chord which is mostly based on stacked fourths
even though its music expresses the same notes. Additionally, the three Thai
composers adopt the style of parallel whole-tone collections between WT-0 and
WT-1 in both hands together based on the intervallic cell (Y-cell) that Bartok was
fond to use in his individual style. This technique is greatly associated with symmetrical
conception in music compositions.

For these reasons, it is possible that Thai contemporary classical music
composers fantasize about piano compositions obtaining some influences from the
compositional techniques of Bartok such as the axial system, acoustic (overtone)
scale, intervallic cell, and many others based on symmetrical ideas and formations.
Bartok’s compositional techniques are quite different from other modern composers
during his time such as Stravinsky, Hindemith, Prokofiev, Scriabin, and Schoenberg in
order to establish innovative compositional craft which found in the second half of
the 20th century until the present of both Westermn-art music and non-Western music.

Eventually, to study Bartok’s compositional strategy based on symmetrical
constructions, such techniques as intervallic cells, acoustic (overtone) scale, the
golden ratio, symmetrical pentatonic scale, polymodal chromaticism, arch form, and
axis of symmetry in his own string quartets and orchestral works is very fascinating.
This is the rationale behind the study of why to compare Bartok’s compositional
strategy with other Thai composers or Asian classical music composers such as Japan,
South Korea, the Philippines, and Turkey. Particularly, China has an enormous number of
contemporary classical music composers who often combine the primitiveness and
savageness of their folk elements with Western-art music systems to produce Chinese
new music. This will perhaps be different from Bartok’s fancy piano compositions about
how to use in musical passages due to harmony, rhythm, timbre, and expression of

characters in music as well.
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Abstract

The Mogao Grottoes, located in Dunhuang of Gansu province, a northwestern
city of China, is one of the most important artistic treasures in the world. As an
essential transport hub station along the Silk Route, Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes, and
its mural arts, were profoundly influenced and nourished by Asian and European arts
and cultures. Moreover, it has formed a unique style of Buddhist arts that not only
contains the characteristics of traditional Chinese arts but also the specialty of exotic
arts. This makes Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes and its mural arts to be the most typical
representative and the earlier crystallization between Chinese arts and Western arts.
However, its developing history is considered separated from modern life due to the
core relationship with Buddhism from various designs and subjects. This led to the
effect that, for modern people, the arts and cultures are incomprehensible. Based on
this, this study employed a methodology of artistic fusion, theoretically and
practically, to extract the structures and colors of Buddhist figures inside the grottoes.
Then, redesigned them with the currently popular cyberpunk artistic style via designing
technologies that shared the traits with sci-fi, future, and youth. As a result, a sort of
fusion combined the mural arts elements in Mogao Grottoes with Cyberpunk artistic
style was recreated, which featured the traditional style and the future style properly.
As such, an active impact for a better understanding of the mural arts and culture on
the young generation was stimulated. This expands the socio-cultural effects of the mural

arts and culture in Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes.

Keywords: Dunhuang, Artistic Style, Buddhism Arts, Cyberpunk, Mural Painting



200 | Lawarath Social E-Journal Vol. 5 No. 2 (May- August 2023)

RARBHT B LI BERTHISS 5 -
BHA B RS N BE R R E RSN

Qin Ping
Sarawuth Pintong
Faculty of Decorative Arts, Silpakorn University
Corresponding Author: 315470205@9qg.com

XEWBIHBE: 20224F 11 H 13 H BTHE: 20234 2 8 H KREEE: 20234 2 H 21 H
WE

S AL A E A N EUE, AR EREEZERE M . 1FN
22 B b BB AR A v, PO S R e S LB I ZAR PR B2 R AR SAL i3k
Ir AT 7RI RIRE R . 0 HAE R 7R AR, B P AL 4
SARIFF R XA ISR, XS 2O S m e KB ZAR o
ARG T ER G ARRIE S e SR, T & Ao A 3285 b 280
LKA, BRI PO SIAEFD S, SEEUAR L ZAR A
B, Tk, AWFCREH 2R S IEE, NER S EXT AR A
RIS A AT IR, JRET RARIL. Rk BRI BOIHEOR, KHE
FBCE 9 N RAT R FE A 5O EAR KU . AT FREIL 1 3 v B I 2R T 3R 5 FR
JISE EARNAS PR, BERAEGNUE, XHARRNIE . NinE 57
— A S 1 B 2N RS, 37 KO8 B v e B i 2R AN SCAG
A2 AR

REW: FUE, RN, WEEAR, M, BEE



Lawarath Social E-Journal Vol. 5 No. 2 (May- August 2023) | 201

Introduction

Dunhuang, locates in the Gansu province of China, used to be the most
important transportation hub on the Silk Route and one of the four counties in Hexi
established by Wudi, the emperor of the Han dynasty. As a crucial city in Hexi
Corridor, Dunhuang was the first passing gate from China’s hinterland to the West,
and it, therefore, became a hub where Western cultures gather and enter China.
Hence, in the thousands of years of Chinese history, each time foreign cultures are
introduced to China, they have to arrive here initially so that the Chinese culture and
arts in Dunhuang are affected and integrated with the characteristics of West Asia and
Europe. Buddhism is also introduced to China in this way at the same time. Primarily,
the Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes are built by missionaries to spread the Buddhist
culture. They dug caves on the rock walls of the Dunhuang desert used for living,
chanting scriptures and explaining Buddhist theories to the believer. Then many of
the Grottoes were formed one by one on the rock wall, which was named the
Mogao Grottoes. As for the name, during my field trip, the local guide explains that,
according to prevalent records, the Grottoes were named after the location where
ultimately built above the desert. To spread the essence of Buddhist culture,
the missionaries began to paint on the internal walls using the themes of Buddhism,
containing story painting, sutra painting, donor painting, Buddha painting, vignette
painting, and Buddhist sculptures and reliefs. To some extent, the discovery of
Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes shocks both the domestic and foreign countries and it is

regarded as the treasury of Buddhist arts and cultures in the world.

Figure 1. Outlook of the Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes (Source: the author’s photograph)
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Figure 2. Outlook of the Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes (Source: the author’s photograph)

Not only the amounts of Grottoes here are huge but also the documental
materials are numerous. For the most part, the Buddhist culture and beliefs are
presented. In terms of arts, the grottoes include the styles of artistic expression from
the period of Beiliang to the Qing dynasty and also absorb the features of foreign arts
such as European art and Western Asian art. In the whole long history, the Mogao
Grottoes are valuable for the artistic research field because the distinguished painting
styles and characteristics from different periods are all gathered in the Grottoes.
From the perspective of cultural content, the mural arts of the Mogao Grottoes,
which recorded the folk custom, science and technology, culture, and etiquette at
that time in the form of painting, provides vital shreds of evidence for the study of
arts and culture. Among those, mural painting is an integral part of the Grottoes’ arts
with two functions publicizing and explaining the doctrines and concepts of
Buddhism through vivid figures; inspiring the believers with a strong decorative effect.
In this way, from the perspectives of content and art form merging with the caves
and statues, a relatively sound and dependent religious world is constructed so tight.
Therefore, people would feel like they are entering a Buddhist country where
“people can encounter Lord Buddha himself”. Ultimately, an “inspired willingness
(to Buddhism)” is shaped and guided the believers (Hu, 2019, pp.1-2). Hence, we can
prove the significance of mural paintings in Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes, in which the
illustrated figures were created elaborately to convey Buddhist doctrines and
concepts to lead people into kindness, self-sacrifice, etc.

Nevertheless, as the Dunhuang in northwestern China is a remote location

surrounded by deserts, and with such inconvenient transportation, the Mogao
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Grottoes with its arts have not been recognized by the outside world for a long time
despite some explorations were ever made by Buddhist and artistic researchers. So
far, most of the research on the arts of Mogao Grottoes is set up on current works of
literature and images, and they are confined to painting techniques, color materials,
cultural research behind those murals, or the use of those arts in adapting to dramas
as well as other stage performances. Besides, it is hard to see the arts applied in
inventive activities and released relevant products in the market. In addition, the
forms of art of Mogao Grottoes are associated with Buddhism and they present their
symbols and characteristics as well as are comprised of complicated images and
colors. These limitations hinder the application of the current innovation to inherit

the Mogao Grottoes' art.
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Figure 3. The location of Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes (Source: the author’s photograph)

This study does not only attempt to combine the mural arts of Mogao
Grottoes with the current popular artistic form through a series of technologies like
Photoshop but also hopes that, through this research project, a suitable communication
and vector can be found to strengthen the young generations’ knowledge on the
artistic connotation of Dunhuang’s arts which is one of the purposes of this study.
The other purpose of the study is to promote more relevant persons to further the
study of Grottoes and produce more innovation.

The topic of this study starts with the author’s previous study on the caisson
patterns in Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes. It was found that the dresses, expressions,
and colors of Buddhist figures in the Grottoes, changed from time to time displaying

the timeline of Dunhuang’s arts development. It is safe to say that there are
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influences of foreign cultures and the development of the mural arts in different
periods.

Therefore, this study is divided into two stages. The first stage focuses on the
Buddhist figures’ images of Dunhuang’s murals, and the second stage is about the

redesigned works simply and popularly to cater to the youth.

Figure 4. The Mural in the No. 249 Grotto in Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes
(Source: the author’s photograph)

Figure 5. The Mural in the No. 296 Grotto in Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes
(Source: the author’s photograph)

Literature Review

As mentioned above, the previous theoretical research on Dunhuang’s arts
and culture has gained some fruits on the patterns and figures of the art. It was
found that the main characters in murals were usually comprised of worldly figures

like emperors and subjects, women, children, and religious figures like Bodhisattvas,
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Apsaras, and Sakka. Most of the religious figures’ images were derived from the
murals of Buddhist figures, which are influenced deeply by Buddhism. They present
singularity and variability in appearances and manners.

The characters in Dunhuang’s murals underlined the proportions, structures,
and postures of figures that aim to present the beauty of bodies and postures. This
characteristic is different from the other characters in ancient Chinese figure paintings,
which tend to wear loose clothes to hide their body shapes. Moreover, the images of
apsaras, soaring into the sky and waving sleeves to dance, illustrated the rich
imagination of the painter (Ma, 2017, pp.1-2). In ancient India, the images of Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas were used to shape the figures of aristocrats according to their
beauty standards at that time. In the Buddhist scriptures, the characteristics of
Buddha statues are described in many ways, such as “thirty-two appearances” and
“eighty good qualities”, and this reflects the aesthetic thoughts of ancient India.
However, Gandhara, a region of northern India, due to the embodiment of ancient
Greek culture, had formed an extraordinary aesthetic standard for India. When
Buddhism was introduced to China, it initially imitated the forms of Buddha statues
from India and Central Asia. After the Sui and Tang Dynasties, Chinese characterized
Buddha statues were gradually shaped, not only in faces but also in clothes. It
provides a fusion of foreign Buddhist arts and local Chinese arts. At the same time, in
the long-term prosperity and development of Buddhist arts, Chinese painting arts
had also been strongly stimulated, and progressing rapidly (Zhao, 2020).

Some artists stated that artistic images originated from people’s daily life but
they mean more than just normal living. As an artistic expression rather than a
reproduction, it would be appropriate to exaggerate and fantasize to create an ideal
god and one’s world of creativity and artistry. Thus, the Buddhist murals in Dunhuang
tended to deploy the artistic techniques of exaggeration and distortion to create
interesting artistic images. Painting in the form of Dunhuang’s mural arts, through the
techniques of exaggeration and deformation, expresses the beauty of masculinity
and femininity. It can be seen in many figures of Bodhisattva with a graceful, gentle,
and quiet outlook in Dunhuang’s murals. They present feminine beauty in some
parts of bodies in an exaggerated and deformative way. For instance, the figures of
Bodhisattva looked merciful and were deeply loved by people. They were generally
designed to wear flower crowns, flying clothes, waist-long skirts, shoulder-long scarf
streamers, and baring the breast, hanging chest carcasses, wearing wrist ornaments.
Their faces were solemn but gentle, and their bodies were plump, looking graceful

and gentle with elegant beauties. However, through the same concept, the images of
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strong men are generally depicted differently. They did not wear helmets and wore a
long official bun on their hair, were shirtless, wore war-skirt on their waists, wore
flying ribbons, and with bare feet. They also tended to show muscles and bones,
with fierce appearances, round heads, big bellies, and bulging eyes, all of which display
men’s absolute strength (Du, 2021).

In this study, the Buddhist figures in the murals of Mogao Grottoes were
perceived as the creative subjects, adhering to the original artistic images and aesthetic
images of the Buddhist figures in the Grottoes. They ingeniously were combined with the

modern popular elements to form a new visual aesthetic experience.

Methodology

In this study, a research method in literature analysis and exploratory testing
was employed to discuss the redesigning of Dunhuang’s mural art with the
combination of the cyberpunk art style, especially through the forms of digital artistic
painting or collages. In other words, the murals that were created in the past and
were separated from modern society were rebuilt into the futuristic artistic style.

The style of cyberpunk inclines to the color sheds like dark tone colors,
fluorescent purple or fluorescent blue, these characteristics represent the artistic
effects in a whole sense of futuristic and technology spheres. The combination
between Dunhuang’s art and this style creates an integration of the past and the
future in artistic works. It brings a special visual sense, gains the eyeballs of the youth,
and furthers their understanding of the mural arts of Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes.

Regarding the fact that all of Dunhuang’s mural art might not appropriately
be redesigned with the cyberpunk art style, therefore, this study selected the most
suitable Buddhist figures from Dunhuang’s murals to be redesigned properly. By
gaining suggestions from the field interviewing and relevant researchers there, the
parts of classic murals of Buddhist figures were finally determined to be the target
for the recreation. Besides, utilizing digital painting, collaging, material organizing, and
redesigning, the new form of the murals’ presentation was created so that more
people can comprehend Dunhuang’s art better as well as use it for further research.

In this study, caves No. 14 and No. 9 of Mogao Grottoes were chosen as the
objects of the recreation. Caves No. 9 was built around 892 B.C. during the late Tang
Dynasty. The selected character was Apsaras-a classic role in the murals of Mogao
Grottoes. They are derived from ancient Indian mythology and are the two minor
gods of the Brahmin religion, namely Kandavas, and Sonara. Kandavas also known as

the god of incense is transliterated from Sanskrit, meaning the god of song. Sonara is
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also a Sanskrit transliteration, meaning the god of heavenly joy. Hence, Apsaras is their
collective name. Heaven, in the Buddhist concept, not only refers to the kingdom or
palace of heaven but is a respectful appellation to the gods, for instance, Jixiangtian
and Thirty-three days, etc. As a result, in the Chinese translation of Buddhist scriptures,
it is appropriate to use the word “Feitian (Flying Sky)” specifically to indicate the people
living in the palace of heaven, who offers worship, dances, and music to the Lord
Buddha (Li, 2013, pp.325-327). Apsaras can be found in the murals of many dynasties,
and bring people the beauty of Buddhism Paradise via the painting’s stories.

In addition to the figures’ positioning, the selected parts from the murals in
this study also included their shaping and composition, for example, the composition
of Feitian (Flying Sky) was in a diagonal composition with smooth and complete lines
and unified colors. Sound composition and image were conducive to being redesigned in
the later stage.

The cave No. 14, was initially built in the late Tang Dynasty, and then was
rebuilt in the Song and Qing Dynasties. The selected patterns and characters
included Shiyimian Guanyin (The-eleven-faces-Guanyin), which is located on the
south wall of the cave. Shiyimian Guanyin implies the generally-known meaning of
the erasing of evil and guiding good beings to Buddhism. In this painting, the lines are
smooth, and the colors are intact, especially the performing technique, which is the
drawing of water ripples to show the Lord Buddha’s light behind the head part of
the statue. This brings people a sense of movement that the light of the Lord
Buddha statue has been expanded outward from the statue itself and sparks like
waves in a river. The painting style reflects the highest point of painting technique in
the late Tang dynasty.

Located in the west wall and the north wall, are Kong Kim (Jin Gang) Hufa
(Protector) that were selected as well regarding their completion of the preservation,
and they would be conducive to being reconstructed and redesigned later. The
selections of ancient paintings to be redesigned are based on their popularity and
the completion of preservation. For recreation, it is useful and effective for people to
accept and recognize well-known figures, and also acknowledge their philosophic
implications in the Buddhist stories. These are significant for the modern young

generations.
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Figure 6. The Mural in the Cave of No.14 (Source: Li, 2013)

Figure 7. The Mural in the Cave of No.14 (Source: Li, 2013)
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Figure 8. The Mural in the Cave of No.9 (Source: Li, 2013)

|

Figure 9. The Elements with the Style of Cyberpunk Artistic Style (Source: the author)
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Figure 10. The Elements with the Style of Cyberpunk Artistic Style (Source: the author)

New design of the figures in murals combined with cyberpunk artistic style

Cyberpunk is one of the popular artistic styles used to represent the futuristic
sense with the tone of colors such as dark tone colors, dark purple, fluorescent glow
purple, green, blue, etc. A series of colors that collide with one another allows
priority to produce visual effects at a high intensity, high saturation, and high
brightness. This aims to convey a sense of science and technology to people. The
style is now very popular and widely used, especially in short videos, interaction
design, and metaverse scene construction.

However, the mural art of Mogao Grottoes is like a calm old man who sleeps
soundly and has experienced and seen the civilization for the past thousands of
years, but still is unweakened. Regarding the fact, this study attempts to combine the
two ultimate art styles with an expectation to see a new way of expressing the old
mural arts at Mogao Grottoes that could be comprehended and appreciated by the
youth.

Based on the rationale above, this study employed technical instruments
including -but not limited- Photoshop, C4D, and Pixso to retain the original elements
of the painting along with their characteristics. Caves No. 14 and 9, building in the
Tang Dynasty, were selected as samples. In the caves, there are mural paintings with

exquisite painting techniques, smooth painting lines, and full of details and colors. As
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the Shiyimian Guanyin gives people a sense of kindness for all living beings, Chinese
painting arts also emphasizes “care of both spirit and shape”, therefore, preservation
of the charm of the painting is the primary goal.

When applying the cyberpunk artistic style to the mural painting, dark color
tones, fluorescent purple, fluorescent blue, and other colors could be well blended.
With this, the paintings could be combined with cyberpunk artistic style without affecting
their original artistic conception. In addition, the picture can present a spatial sense
through different levels of brightness of the colors. As for the recreation of the
paintings in Cave No.09, a design of continuous patterns was used in the combination
of English letters. Popular colors were applied for the redesigning process as well as
composed ways to design a new composition of the ancient murals in Mogao Grottoes.

In the new designs, this study tended to retain the original Buddhist figures
with their characteristics with the adjustments of background, colors, and compositions.
As an example, in picture 10, the original water wave pattern in the old painting is
replaced with the technical nimbus in the cyberpunk artistic style, and the graphic
elements with strong sensitive light are added to the background. In this way, the
painting can be distinguished easily and it reflects modern scientific and futuristic
senses. In picture 11, the classical Buddhist figures’ image of Kong Kim (Jin Gang) was
newly composed in dimetric structure by adding bright English fonts and changing
the outlook from traditional to fashionable one. Yet, the characteristics of his eyebrows

and eyes are retained, so that the picture could be recognized easily.

Figure 11. Redesign of the Mural with Cyberpunk Artistic Style (Source: the author)
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Figure 12. Redesign of the figure of Kong Kim with Cyberpunk Artistic Style

(Source: the author)

Figure 13. Redesign of the Mural with Cyberpunk Artistic Style (Source: the author)



Lawarath Social E-Journal Vol. 5 No. 2 (May- August 2023) | 213

Conclusion

As a world-class tangible cultural heritage, the mural arts of Dunhuang Mogao
Grottoes are precious treasures in the world. They demand not only good protection
and inheritance but deeper research on the culture and arts. During my field survey,
Du Yongwei, a relevant artist, pointed out that “Dunhuang arts should be open to
those who favor it and desire to learn about it because only in this way, young
people could acknowledge the artistic meaning of it and could understand the significance
of the inheritance”. When redesigning the murals by designing technologies, it was found
that the combination of the two kinds of artistic styles is accessible and leads to the
sustainability of such artistic works. In the subsequent research study, this redesigning
work was appreciated by young people and applied by many young artists.

Originally, such inventive designs can attract the eyes of young generations,
who are not familiar with the mural arts of Mogao Grottoes, and help them gain basic
knowledge about it. Then, through the classic Buddhist images, the redesigned works
can inspire many more people who are interested in the art and want to learn more
about it. This can help to promote and spreading of Buddhism culture as well as
mural arts. On the one hand, religion brings us a better perception of the truth of
religion by taking advantage of art or illustrating the truth of religion with images.

Nevertheless, with the increasingly weak acceptance of Buddhism in Chinese
society, Dunhuang’s arts as a religious art, are gradually separated from modern
society. Yet, they exist as a form of art independently and are worthy of knowing by
the youth.

The recreation of Dunhuang arts with the Cyberpunk artistic style is an
inventive way that is based on the survey and analysis of youths’ favors. However,
there are many ways and carriers to present, spread and inherit Dunhuang arts, such
as interaction technology, VR, new media design, fashion design, and so on. Those of
which, can integrate traditional art with new trends, thus carving a new path to

inherit and spread Dunhuang arts.

Originality and body of Knowledge

To preserve the art of Mogao Grottoes from generation to generation, artists
or designers need to constantly create and discover new design methods that can be
appreciated by modern people, and display the stories of Mogao Grottoes through
their own designed artworks.

More importantly, the person who is interested and wants to redesign and

inherit the arts of Mogao Grottoes should have adequate knowledge about the figures and
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their backgrounds, due to the different orientations of styles. Moreover, not all of the
elements selected from the Grottoes are appropriate to be combined with the
cyberpunk artistic style. Therefore, in the future, more alternative designing should
be practiced and developed to embed the traditional Dunhuang arts into modern

society.
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819897heunAIY

NAINT IUNDY, WAZUNAM AMNTIE. (2561). MIUTBuTiBuANENNTaluNITEWTY
Tamu ddguesiniSeuduisendnuni 3 lsudsugnieassands 2 lneld35ms
@0UKLUU SQ4R AUIBNaouRUUUNG. Msanseaulaulindinfnu
AMANEIANEAT NININBIEBTINAAY, 4(1), 125-136. FUAU NBNIAY 16, 2564,
91N http://www.edu-journal.ru.ac.th/index.php/abstractData/
viewlndex/2357.ru

8. NaE1INTUTEYUTUNUN

Aaa (-4

8.1 na1sn1sUssyuiinnuriduguiay

Yorusa.vVUNfium) vieunau.uvdesnulssyy Jun e Yvnih).vanuiiusiy

VWVVVYY ETNRLN.

$radeluiifom

(9uINS gVBA, 2545, Mt 38-48)

3198978 UNAIY

QUINT GVIZWA. (2545). 1IMTFIULTIUAUNITAL. T N1SUTTYNTLAUYIANINTFIUUIY
\on1sdsan Juil 21 nuANILS 2545 (wih 38-48). ngammm: diineusiaiLn
UINTFIULINY NIUEATARNITULALANATOI TN,

¢ &

8.2 nansn1suszyunlilaanuiidusuiay

Y

[

Forae VUTNALN) VUBITR . VianansiaUe s MU sEYuVATINY IUN, van UL,

21999 1uLldann
(@3dnwal Yyaznigyaw, 2540, wii 12)
(O’Neill, & Chan, 2003, p. 5)

919898 UNAMY

23l yayozninyau. (2540). msuimsiiteanandiuida. enansiauesiefiuszyuduan
arwsilessrinaiesaunanitugaudne adeil 15 Juil 26-28 woedneu 2540,
YOULAY.




244 | Lawarath Social E-Journal Vol. 5 No. 2 (May- August 2023)

O’Neill, Edward T., & Chan, Lois Mai. (2003). FAST (Faceted application of subject
terminology): A simplified LCSH-based vocabulary. Paper presented at
World Library and Information Congress, 69" IFLA General Conference and
Council, 1-9 August 2003, Berlin.

9. 1Bn&15599 (19A9ly)

nsdiftwnAsvionguivesduiines Bl lumsaumanly WiTsusuuuumssnids
Tuunanunasnsderheumanudal

naeng Lena1snwveldani 819l wnansniwisnaUsewmeldrnin cited by

Sredaluifomn

(173550 Auglanay, 2560, i 16-25 919ddlu Fuesnil wesiug, 2561, wih 23)

(Bates, 2010, p. 16 cited by Taylor, 2012, pp. 401-411)

919B9NBUNAY

Juansni wediug. (2561). MIUsErIaRasTEumMATITagY. nJamna: LSaRLu
PANTUUNINGFe),

Taylor, A. (2012). Rethinking Subject Cataloging in Online Environment. Library
Resources & Technical Service, 33(4), 401-411.

10. 5797YLUNW

HoUsENIAVUN A, VIUNVAOU). VIR UNYVAUVADUN VTN,

Sreddwiiom

(Wse 51U lRNYNINGNBYTNINNGANTIY 2533, 2533, 29 NINHIAL). T1VAIULUAY.

63 107 moudl 131 nih 1-20

91989INEUNAY

N3ETUURYRLNMING IR YTNINNGANTIY 2533. (2533, 29 NINHIAL). T1VNIULUAY.
i1l 107 eudt 131. nih 1-20.
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ngaddnwimwilne uasnwdng

1. 919158 as.asll TR WATINGNEITVAnan3
2. 91138UseNeyau ladenn WAMINGIGET WA WA
3. 91TOUYANT WIaUseiasy WINeNFETIUA a3
4. JYIAMARTINTEINIAT UIWEMD WNINYRETWANERT
5. ennsEnsIndi Judu WUV nan3
6. 01HINT Pease WAINGFETVA Y nan3
7. 91 BUINTUA Yy WATINGNGEIVA ) nan3
8. 91T VYIUR YEYNIBNA WATINGNGEIVA ) nan3
9. sdandl Aulng WISV Wnan3
10. 019199030 Runaos WATINNGEIVA G nan3
11. MrKeith Shippen WATINNGEIVA G nan3
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