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the Phichit Provincial Court.
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Abstract

The Juvenile and Family Court (“The Court”) is not only a court of justice in general
senses, but also considered to be a place where it solves a problem which assists the
litigants to settle internal conflicts. It is established for the purpose of addressing social
problems and protecting the welfare of citizens. Regarding welfare protection cases,
the Court has the jurisdiction over both civil and criminal matters. As to criminal cases,
the Court has been allowed to punish offenders under the Domestic Violence Victim
Protection Act B.E.2550 and the Child Protection Act B.E.2546. Also, during the
proceeding, it has the authority to issue an order to restrain the act of domestic violence
or unlawful treatment of children. Conversely, Criteria of civil cases are different because
the Court can exercise its power upon requests and the concurrent criminal proceeding
which unnecessarily established. As a result, the welfare protection of regarding civil
cases is more expedite and effective in terms of alleviating domestic violence or illegal
treatment of children. Moreover, educating the public about their legal rights and welfare
protection provided by the Court, particularly for civil cases, would significantly be a useful
and informative way so as to diminish domestic violence or illegal treatment of children.

This approach will bring about public safety and order to families and society.

Keywords: Children and Youth Law, Juvenile and Family Court, Welfare Protection Case
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47 Convention on the Rights of the Child, article 37 “States Parties shall ensure that:

(a) No child shall be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.
Neither capital punishment nor life imprisonment without possibility of release shall be imposed for offences

committed by persons below eighteen years of age;

(b) No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily. The arrest, detention or
imprisonment of a child shall be in conformity with the law and shall be used only as a measure of last resort

and for the shortest appropriate period of time;

(c) Every child deprived of liberty shall be treated with humanity and respect for the inherent dignity
of the human person, and in a manner which takes into account the needs of persons of his or her age. In
particular, every child deprived of liberty shall be separated from adults unless it is considered in the child's best
interest not to do so and shall have the right to maintain contact with his or her family through correspondence

and visits, save in exceptional circumstances;

(d) Every child deprived of his or her liberty shall have the right to prompt access to legal and other
appropriate assistance, as well as the right to challenge the legality of the deprivation of his or her liberty before

a court or other competent, independent and impartial authority, and to a prompt decision on any such action.”
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