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Clinical Legal Education:

An Option for the Thai Legal Education Reform
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Abstract

Clinical Legal Education (CLE) is a method of teaching and studying
law. Some of the key objectives of CLE are to teach lawyering skills and to instill
social-justice values of legal professionals into law students. The teaching
methodologies utilized in the clinics are learning-by-doing and other interactive
teaching methods. CLE methodologies also require students to implement legal
theories and legal principles in real situations, to perform lawyer’s roles under
faculty supervision, and to review and reflect their experiences. Many evaluation

techniques are employed throughout the course.
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This research found that CLE provides students opportunities to gain
necessary basic lawyering skills; such as, client interviewing, client counseling,
advocacy, legal research, negotiation, mediation, drafting, oral and written
communication skills, legal analyzing and reasoning, critical thinking, problem
solving, communicating with non-lawyers, and identifying and solving ethic
dilemma.

The in-depth interview research found that CLE in China has been
accomplished in enhancing students’ lawyering skills, knowledge of legal
theories and provisions, awareness of legal effect on real people and of the
potential and limitation of legal system in real world. The utmost finding of this
research is that CLE in China has been accomplished in instilling lawyer values
and ethics into their students. In addition, CLE assists students to comprehend
the conditions of legal profession and creates students’ good attitude towards
legal education and the profession.

Lastly, this research found that CLE is in accordance with the framework
of the Thai education reform as appeared in the National Education Act, B.E.
2542. CLE has potential to make the Thai legal education reaches the goals of
the national education reform to enhance students’ morality and ethics, as well
as their knowledge and necessary professional skills. This research, thus,
recommends that CLE should be integrated into the Thai law curriculum as a
compulsory comprehensive course and CLE teaching methodologies should be

utilized in every law course.

Key words: Legal education, Clinical legal education, Legal education Reform,

Chinese clinical legal education
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