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Abstract

Throughout history, the human society with legal foundation as an integral part
has undergone political, economic and educational changes. The use of legal language
is but one aspect that changes through the ages. The thoughts, beliefs and way of
life are some of the factors influencing the use of language, including legal language.

The aim of this comparative study is to analyze the relationship between the
use of language, with focus on terms of words and phrase usage, and environmental
factors, with emphasis on political, social and cultural contexts. The Criminal Code
(enacted in 1908) and the Criminal Code (enacted in 1956) have been used for this
study, excluding all their amendments.

The results of the study show that the social and political environments of
each era influenced the use of language in law. For example, in the 1908 Criminal
Code the power of the King is pronounced, whereas in the 1956 Criminal Code, the
constitutional monarchy and social equality are more evident.

Key words : THAI LEGAL LANGUAGE, CRIMINAL CODE, A DIACHRONIC
STUDY
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