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Legal Measures for the Promotion of Conservation

and Protection of Expression on the Folk tales
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Abstract

Cultural heritage is a unique ethnicity, it attaches the way
of life in local communities which appear in various forms both
tangible cultural heritage and intangible cultural heritage. It is
also classified into several forms such as local arts and culture,
the body of knowledge about nature or the Thai wisdom. The
expression of folk art and culture is one of the cultural heritage of
the local community which should be conserved and protected
as a legacy to the next generation by collecting legal documents,
textbooks, research papers, thesis, journals, internet information,
documents from meetings and training including documents
related to the promotion, conservation and protection of cultural
heritage, focusing on the expression of folk artsand culture in the
South, and analyzed to find legal measures in order to promote
the conservation and protection of the cultural heritage. Moreover,
there was a collection of data from the sample group such as the
successors to the cultural heritage of shadow puppets and Manora
(classical Thai dance) including the people involved with the folk
cultural heritage to find the guideline of community participation in
promoting the conservation and protection of the cultural heritage.

The results showed that the legal measures to promote
conservation and protection of the cultural heritage can be
performedas a general and strictly prohibited patterns. But due to
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the study of Thai legal measures from the past to present found that
it is a traditional practice in general. However, there is no mandatory
measures to promote the conservation or protection of the cultural
heritage. The law may be grouped into 3 major groups: 1) Defining
the powers and duties of the local governments; 2) Protection of
specific cultural heritage and 3) Protection of cultural heritage,
especially, the assicnment of duties and roles through the law of
the establishment of the local government organizations and the
council of sub-districts’ community organizations, but the law is
characterized as a promotion which lacks of clear enforcement that
making the legal measures not in the same direction, as a result,
the cultural successors and public stakeholders in the community
demand the government agencies as the main authorities in
promoting the conservation and protection of the local cultural
heritage.

This research suggested to the local communities which
have a rich cultural heritage and the expression of folk arts and
culture should establish the council of sub-district’s community
organizationin accordance tothe sub-district’s community
organization councils Act B.E. 2551. Then, the local governments
will involve in subsidiary ofthe operating expenses of the council of
sub-district’s community organization or others by the arrangement
between the department of Local Administration and the
Community Development Institute to promote the conservation
and protection of the cultural heritage in accordance with the legal
intentions.

Keywords: Folk Heritage, Promotion, Conservation, Protection,
Community Organization, Local Government Organization, Law
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