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ABSTRACT

This academic article aims to explain the meaning of community
rights and community rights in the Thai Constitution as well as a case study
of using community rights to conserve Khao Khuha area, Khuha Tai Sub-District,
Rattaphum District, Songkhla Province and using the community rights to
manage forest resources of Ban Don Mu community, Kham Tia Sub-District,
Trakan Phuet Phuet District, Ubon Ratchathani Province.

The study found that community rights in the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2540 (1997), B.E. 2550 (2007) and B.E. 2560 (2017)
promoted local communities to have the right and legitimate authority to
manage themselves in all aspects including conservation, restoration, traditions,
culture, natural resources and environment leading to sustainable development.
The community had a stable welfare system based on resource capital. There
were 3 main supporting factors including internal factor, external factor and
conditional factor to ensure that communities could manage and plan the
organization management, coordination and control of operations with organizational
integration mechanism.

The author argues that the study of the concept of community rights
in terms of natural resources and environmental management regarding spatial
data should be synthesized. This is to reflect the knowledge of the phenomenon
of local communities with unique context such as management of upstream,
midstream and downstream forest areas and physical characteristics of these
areas, etc.

Keywords: Community Rights, Constitution, Natural Resource and Environmental

Management
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