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ABSTRACT

This research article aims to: (1) examine the concept and
constitutional intent of parliamentary questions under the Constitution of
the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560 (2017); (2) analyze the performance of
members of the Senate under the transitional provision, Section 269, in
scrutinizing the executive branch through the mechanism of parliamentary
questions, including the causes of inefficiency and the consequences arising
from such questions; and (3) propose guidelines for improving legal measures
and the application of this mechanism to better align with the constitutional
intent. The research employs a qualitative methodology, collecting data
from academic documents and in-depth interviews with members of the
Senate, scholars, and relevant officials.

The findings indicate that parliamentary questions constitute an
important mechanism for checks and balances between the legislative and
executive branches. However, their effectiveness and efficiency depend on
the methods and procedures employed, as well as the independence of
senators in determining issues and on the quality of responses provided by
the executive. In addition, written responses by the executive published in
the Government Gazette are often delayed and subject to limitations in
follow-up, as monitoring is conducted only for questions answered orally in
the Senate or for which ministers have acknowledged observations.

The research team proposes the following recommendations:

The time allocated for parliamentary questions and answers should

be reduced, with greater flexibility in determining both the number of

questions and the duration of proceedings. Written responses should be
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provided more expeditiously, accompanied by the establishment of
concrete and effective follow-up mechanisms. With regard to policy
recommendations, guidelines should be developed and capacity-building
initiatives implemented to enhance Senators’ skills in parliamentary
questioning and communication. Parliamentary questions should be
integrated with the mechanisms of standing committees, digital technologies
should be applied to improve efficiency and accessibility, and collaboration
with the mass media should be promoted in order to raise public awareness

and encourage greater public participation.

Keywords: Parliamentary questions, Checks and balances, Constitutional

duties of members, Senate
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