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ABSTRACT

This research article studies and evaluates the quality of tourist attractions
in the upper Northern region of Thailand to find ways to develop tourism for
elderly tourists through slow tourism by summarizing data from 8 provinces
and analyzing the information with the aim to select and evaluate the quality and
readiness of these attractions to facilitate travel and tourism of elderly tourists
according to 4 main measures. These measures include travelling to the tourist
attraction, convenience for elderly people at the tourist attraction, the value
of the tourist attraction and services at in the direct vicinity. Indicators of the
different measures and standards are evaluated for assessment by experts and
scholars in tourism.

The results of the analysis of 681 tourist attractions in the upper
Northern region of Thailand are that there are 139 attractions of capacity to
organize slow tourism for elderly tourists. These attractions are predominantly

religious and historical sites in urban areas. They offer quality facilities
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and services, especially in nursing. The capacity of most tourist attractions
is medium. In conclusion, convenience and service at tourist attractions is
suboptimal and they are not appropriate for elderly tourists; they miss activities
to accommodate slow tourism. Therefore, in management of tourist attractions
to accommodate slow travel and tourism for elderly people, the focus has to be
on renovating facilities in the tourist attractions. In addition, there is a need for
developing activities to help tourists learn, come in contact with and grasp the
value of tourist locations as well as develop staff in the area of knowledge and
understanding of organizing tourism for elderly people and slow tourism

management.
Keywords: Slow Tourism, Elderly Tourism, Northern Thailand
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