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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF THE FOUR HOLY PLACES
VALUES TO BUDDHIST PILGRIMS
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were
; 1) to study the four Buddhist holy places, 2)
to study the Buddhist pilgrimages, and 3) to
analyze the values of the four Buddhist holy
places towards Buddhist pilgrims.

The results of the study found that:

1. The four holy places are the
sacred places related to The Buddha as they
are the places where the Buddha was born,
enlightened, delivered the First Sermon,
and entered to nirvana. These places were
specified as the Buddhist pilgrimage by the
Lord Buddha, and those who have visited
these places could enter to blissful states of
existence after death.

2. The pilgrimage in Buddhism
occurred in the Buddha’s time. Later King
Asoka and venerable Moggalliputta set a
journey to excavate the four holy places. Then
Venerable Xian Jang visited India from China
for religious purpose and he made a copy of
the Tipitaka and brought it back to China.

3) There were 4 values of the four
holy places to Buddhist pilgrims; 1) Dhamma
value on impermanence of things and

occurrence and distinguish of conditioned

Mahamakut Graduate School Journal iy

Vol.17 No.2 July — December 2019

things, 2) The Triple Gems faith value,
Buddhists should establish their firm faith on
the Buddha, the Dhamma, and the Sagha,
they should also believe in Karma, results
of Karma, and the enlightenment of the
Buddha, 3) Value in enhancing virtue and
Buddhist duty, those having precepts could
express their honesty and virtue through their
physical, verbal, and mental actions, and 4)
Value in preserving the Buddhist symbols,
Buddhists should recognize that it is their
duty to observe and protect Buddhism.
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