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Aa Kha’s Area-Based Instrument makers
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Abstract

This essay presents the instrument makers of Aa Kha ethnic group in tambon Pa Sang,
amphoe Meuang, Chiang Rai province. The processes of instrument making were examined
from Aasau Phitakphanasakul, a local instrument maker. Because Assau is an accomplished

musician himself, the quality of the instruments made by Aasau is highly reputed. His instruments
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have a distinct timbre desired by Aa Kha musicians. Field information revealed that Aa Sau
received instrument making craft from his cousin Aala who is an instructor in the Cultural
Center, Chiang Mai. Having mastered the skills, Aasau moved to Chiang Rai to make instruments
for himself as well as for sale. His popular instruments are lache (gourd free-reed organ),
cheu lu (long flute), and cha eu (jaws harp). The processes behind instrument making reflect
indigenous epistemology and ecology. The instruments materials are naturally available in the
area, such as beeswax, hia bamboo, and gourd. Aasau does not have a fixed “formula” for
making instruments. Measurements and drillings, for example, are eyeballed based on years
of his experience. Aasau also relies on his musicianship for testing his instruments to ensure

the best possible timber.

Keywords: Instrument maker, Aa Kha ethnic group
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