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Abstract

This article is part of the doctoral research regarding the ranat ek performance practice,
Pra-san-siang Samniang Ben-cha-sin, which aimed to study the specific musical characteristics
of the performance practice used for the ranat ek (treble Thai xylophone). The research
has been done based on qualitative research methods in which data were collected from
related literature, fieldwork, and analytic induction. The result has shown that the specific
musical characteristics of the ranat ek solo could be reflected through include two elements:
1) the thang diao ranat ek (the ranat ek solo realisation) embracing (1) the samnuan klon
diao (musical idiomatic style for the ranat ek solo version) as follows: klon tai luat, klon
fak, klon sap, klon phan, klon son ta-khep, klo yon ta-khep, klon roi luk-so, klon (ot ta-khai,
klon kra-dot, klon doen ta-khep or klon muan ta-khep with the sophisticated and more
complex style of performance practices and (2) the ranat ek performing techniques as
follows: ti sa-bat, ti sa-do, ti kep, ti kro, ti rua, ti kha-yi, ti kwat, ti khwai, ti tae chang-wa,
ti wiang as well as the special musical technique for the solo version, called rua phuen
and khap-luk khap-dok, 2) the ranat ek player, who should have two important abilities:
(1) well-trained ranat ek skills suitable to play a solo version and (2) thinking skill to be

able to analyse and design the appropriate style for the solo performance of the ranat ek.

Keywords: The specific musical characteristics for the ranat ek solo/ The ranat ek solo

realisation/ The ranat ek solo performance
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? Chalermsak Pikulsri, Music Appreciation: Thai Classical Music, 2nd ed. (Bangkok: Odeon Store, 1999), 26-27. (in Thai)
? Sirichaicharn Fachamroon, “The identity of the ranat ek solo,” interview by Nittaya Rusamai, January 28, 2022.
* Sakchai Laddaon, “The identity of the ranat ek solo,” interview by Nittaya Rusamai, February 16, 2022.

> Thawon Sikkhakoson, The Master of Thai Classical Music from the Historical Event from the Overture Movie
(Bangkok: Siamparitut Publishing, 2016), 293. (in Thai)
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Source: by author
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Example 2 Klon sap
Source: by author
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Example 3 Klon phan
Source: by author
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Ti kep Ti kha-yi

Example 4 Ti kep, Ti sa-bat, Ti kha-yi
Source: by author
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Example 5 Ti kwat, Ti khwai mue, Ti rua kret mue, Ti tae chang-wa
Source: by author
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Example 6 Ti rua phuen

Source:

by author
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Example 7 Ti khap-luk khap-dok
Source: by author

" Montri Tramote, Thai Classical Music Jargon (Bangkok: Kan Satsana, 1995), 6. (in Thai)
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Figure 1 Conceptual framework of the specific musical characteristics of the ranat ek solo
Source: by author
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¢ Dussadee Meepom, “The Musical Solo-Composition of the Ranat Thum in Sut Sa-nguan Si Chan and Sam Chan,”
Journal of Thithat Watthanatham 20, no. 1 (January-June 2021): 24. (in Thai)

? Sirichaicharmn Fachamroon, “The identity of the ranat ek solo,” interview by Nittaya Rusamai, January 28, 2022.
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' Chaiya Thangmisi, “The identity of the ranat ek solo,” interview by Nittaya Rusamai, February 17, 2022.
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