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THE RIVER SUITES: PIANO TRIO
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF THE MEKONG RIVER
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Abstract

The creative research “The River Suites: Piano Trio for the Conservation of the Mekong
River” is a musical composition inspired by the Mekong River. The suite consists of eleven
songs, lasting for approximately forty minutes. Three main concepts of this composition

are rhythm, scale and mode, and quotation. Compositional techniques include syncopation
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and rhythmic repetition. The use of Pentatonic scale is to invoke the Eastern atmosphere.
Lydian and Phrygian modes represent Naga, the ancient and semedivine serpent-like creature
in Hindu and Buddhist myths. Dorian and Mixolydian modes represent the Giant Catfish
and Pu La Hueng, another local mythical creature related to the Mekoneg. In addition, Thai
folk songs are presented with the violin, cello, and piano to simulate the atmosphere in
the song, such as simulating the concept of playing a tom-tom instead of clapping and

tapping the instrument, etc.

Keywords: Composition/ Piano Trio/ Mekong River/ River Suites
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' Thanyaporn Buathong, “Explore the pulse of the Mekong River,” BBC News (BBC), accessed August 20, 2019,
https://www.bbc.com/thai/resources/idt-sh/mekong_blast_thai. (in Thai)

? “China cancels bombing of the Mekong islets,” Thai PBS, accessed August 20, 2019, https://www.thaipbs.or.th/
news/content/278291. (in Thai)
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* Narongrit Dhamabutra, Contemporary Music Composition (Bangkok: Chulalongkorn University Printing House, 2009),
134. (in Thai)

“ Wiboon Trakulhun, Twentieth-Century Music (Bangkok: Chulalongkorn University Printing House, 2015), 147. (in Thai)
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> Wiboon Trakulhun, Twentieth-Century Music (Bangkok: Chulalongkorn University Printing House, 2015), 47. (in Thai)

¢ Nora-ath Chanklum, “Methods of Arranging ‘Loom Chaophraya’,” Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
Suratthani Rajabhat University 8, no. 1 (January-April 2016): 71. (in Thai)

" Narongrit Dhamabutra, Quintet for the Spirits of ASEAN (Bangkok: Tana Press, 2018), 1. (in Thai)
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Chart 1 The Major Structure of The River Suites
Source: by author
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Table 1 Comparison of music notation and the number of 0-8
Source: by author
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Example 1 Mekong River Melody (Measure 1-4)
Source: by author
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Example 2 Six Countries Melody (Measure 51-62)
Source: by author
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Example 3 Rhythmic Arrangement of Section B (Measure 45-50) in /l. Birthplace
Source: by author
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Example 4 Group of Five in Time Signature 4/4 of Rehearsal Mark B (Measure 17-18)
Source: by author
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Example 5 Rhythmic Repetition, Tritone and Minor sixth in Section B (Measure 35-38)
Source: by author
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Example 6 Naga Lydian Melody in Section A (Measure 5-22)
Source: by author



MAHIDOL MUSIC JOURNAL
Vol. 6 No. 1: March - August 2023

44

o o
pIEfr o ap aebebbSw Ty obefe
Violoncello E - - — ==
48 £
) = bf- |-’\ﬁ bf-\'J Ig - be_ T ‘.’ b#ﬁ#-ﬂ--’ e '~ £ T
VC .V 11 I | _— | - a I 1 .

Example 7 Naga Phrygian Melody in Section B (Measure 44-52)
Source: by author
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Example 8 Seagull Melody in Introduction (Measure 25-29)
Source: by author
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Example 9 Giant Catfish Melody in Introduction (Measure 7-23)
Source: by author
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Example 10 Blues Notes (Measure 19)
Source: by author
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Example 11 Note Identity of C Mixolydian Mode (Measure 52 and 69-70)
Source: by author
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Example 12 Songkran Festival Melody
Source: by author
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Example 13 Simulating the concept of playing a tom-tom instead of clapping and tapping
the instrument in VIll. Summer
Source: by author
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¢ Chatwalee Thongkum et al., “Local Music and Being Learning Resource of Nan Province” (Research, National
Research Council of Thailand, 2013), 25. (in Thai)
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Sor Long Nan Melody

Example 14 Augmentation of Sor Long Nan Melody in IX. Rainy Season
Source: by author
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1 Sor Pa Ma Melody (Instrumental Version)
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Example 15 Quotation of Sor Pa Ma Melody in Section A
Source: by author

° Thaphad Sungwijit, “Themes of Sor Pa Ma for String Quartet” (Research, Chiang Rai Rajabhat University, 2019), 18.
(in Thai)
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Melody from VI. Giant Catfish
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Example 16 Variation by using the melody of VI. Giant Catfish (Measure 83-94)
Source: by author
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Example 17 Imitation by using the melody of /ll. Golden Triangle (Measure 63-64)
Source: by author
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Example 18 Inversion by using the fragment of Il. Birthplace (Measure 71-72)
Source: by author
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Figure 1 QR Code for The River Suites
Source: by author
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