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Abstract

Background and Objectives: The study of piano has become increasingly popular due to various interests,
including the development of concentration, the cultivation of perseverance to accomplish tasks, the ability
to work under pressure, the training of social skills and collaboration with others, the enhancement of listening
skills, playing piano for enjoyment, using music as a tool for treating attention deficit disorder, learning as a
special skill for academic applications, and fostering future career skills. As a result, numerous piano music
institutions have been established across different regions, ranging from private lessons in residential areas
to large institutions with many teachers on staff. Furthermore, the goals for learning vary, such as leamning to
play favorite songs, preparing for competitions, and pursuing graded examinations. At the same time, many
senior high school students continue to pursue a major in piano in higher education, indicating a growing
demand for piano education in relation to the number of piano graduates each year. However, there remains
a significant issue with the shortage of piano instructors at many institutions, alongside concerns regarding
the effectiveness of teaching methods, which may not fully meet the students' learning goals or the
institution's policies. This discrepancy can lead to students not receiving the full benefits of their education,
which may influence their decision to either continue or discontinue their studies. These challenges also
impact the institutions' revenue and the stability of piano teaching careers. The disconnection between the
needs of institutions and teachers, lack of understanding of essential knowledge required for piano instruction,
and insufficient appeal of institutions in attracting qualified teachers could be contributing factors to these
issues. Therefore, this study aims to analyze the relationship between the demands of music institutions for

piano teachers and the career expectations of piano majors who are about to graduate and seek future
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teaching positions. The study also aims to reflect on factors that can be adjusted and improved from both
perspectives. The research will assist in expanding the curriculum for piano instruction at universities and
serve as a self-assessment tool for piano students to evaluate their preparedness for entering the workforce.
It will also provide insights into the operational aspects of piano institutions that require further development.
Methods: Data was gathered through surveys and interviews with institution administrators and students
to gather information relevant to the research. The sample included institutions randomly selected through
Google search and students from various universities with piano programs. The data was analyzed and
presented in tables, graphs, and discussions.

Results: The findings of the research indicate that piano institutions in different areas have similar educational
qualifications requirements, although some institutions set a minimum education level, while others emphasize
experience and potential for self-development over formal education. Most institutions prioritize personal
qualities, attitudes, and teaching psychology over technical piano skills. Institutions in urban areas tend to
require higher educational qualifications and are more likely to use grand pianos in their classrooms
compared to those in suburban areas, where there is a shortage of teachers. Many students are interested
in working in suburban areas due to the convenience of travel and lower living costs, as well as comparable
compensation between urban and suburban institutions when adjusted for personal expenses. Furthermore,
many students are less comfortable teaching theoretical topics and history, which highlights a gap that
could lead to missed job opportunities and suggests a path for personal development. This suggests the
need for university programs to adjust their curricula to produce graduates with the qualifications required
for real-world employment, by incorporating more focus on psychology, workplace internships, personality
development, professional commmunication, basic management, English proficiency for teaching, and other
skills to better equip graduates for the modern workplace, which is not solely focused on performance.
Additionally, there are management factors that students expect from institutions, such as professionalism
in communication, acting as intermediaries in transactions, and assisting with issues like class registrations
and communication with parents when teachers are unable to make up for missed lessons. Career
progression factors, such as formal accreditation of institutions to help teachers advance to higher positions
and the stability of income with experience, are also key concemns for students. The study also reveals that
some qualities, such as being an active performing musician, are seen as advantages but may not be of
high interest to institutions. Many institutions feel that such teachers may take more leave for performances
and may not focus on teaching as much as on their personal rehearsal schedules. Similarly, while highly
experienced teachers might be seen as assets, some institutions express concerns that such teachers might
be harder to align with institutional policies and may be more likely to leave for better opportunities, which
could cause students to follow them out of the institution. Institutions should use the findings from this

study to explore ways to work more effectively with highly experienced teachers.
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Conclusions: This research reflects the need for piano institutions, students, and universities to recognize
the factors affecting career development, as these elements play a crucial role in enhancing the effectiveness
of piano education outside of universities. Additionally, the findings provide useful information for parents
seeking to find appropriate piano institutions for their children, showing that qualified piano teachers are
not confined to central urban areas but are spread across various locations. This study also provides initial
knowledge for administrators of new or improving institutions, offering insights on how to develop efficient

operational methods based on a diverse range of needs and perspectives.
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Figure 1 Bangkok and metropolitan map

Source: by author
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2 “population Report 2010,” National Statistical Office Thailand, accessed June 15, 2024, https://www.nso.go.th/nsoweb/storage/title_presentation/
2023/20230515143642_41331.pdf. (in Thai)
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% “Standard Operating Procedures for the Committee for Research Ethics (Social Sciences), 2024 (Version 3),” Office of The Committee for Research
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Table 1 General information of piano schools in Bangkok and metropolitan in 2023-2024

Source: by author

Schools in Schools in University
Bangkok Metropolitan students’
Topics
n = 47 (%) region interest
n = 38 (%) n =31 (%)
1. Type is school
1) Registered with Ministry of Education’ 85.11 100.00 32.26
2) Not registered with Ministry of Education 10.64 0.00 19.35
3) Private teaching at home 2.13 0.00 29.03
4) Elementary or high schools that offer piano 2.13 0.00 16.13
lessons
5) Not specify 0.00 0.00 3.23
2. Area size for piano teaching
1) 0-50 m* 0.00 0.00 -
2) 51-100 m’ 0.00 0.00 -
3) 101-200 m? 27.66 31.58 :
4) More than 201 m? 72.34 68.42 -
3. Teaching capacity in the same hour
1) 1-5 students 4.26 0.00 -
2) 6-10 students 27.66 28.95 -
3) 11-20 students 65.96 71.05 -
4) More than 20 students 2.13 0.00 -
4. Operating hours 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 am. -
8:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.
5. Type of piano in the classroom
1) Upright piano 95.74 100 32.26
2) Grand piano 4.26 0 67.74

5 “Private School Act B.E. 2550,” Ministry of Education, accessed April 4, 2024, https://vvvvvv.moe.go.th/w’izﬁ‘uﬂ'ﬁyfﬁ@hﬂSEJuL/. (in Thai)
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Topics

Schools in
Bangkok
n = 47 (%)

Schools in
Metropolitan
region

n = 38 (%)

University
students’
interest

n = 31 (%)

6. Type of classroom

Small piano room

Small piano room

Small piano room

(84.21%)
Living room
(10.53%)
Large room
(5.26%)
7. Number of piano rooms
1) 1-2 rooms 2.13 0.00 -
2) 3-5 rooms 2.13 0.00 -
3) 6-10 rooms 31.91 31.58 -
4) 11-20 rooms 61.70 68.42 -
5) More than 20 rooms 2.13 0.00 -
8. All year teaching without school break No break No break -
9. Minimum age of student
1) None 2.13 0.00 -
2) 3.5 years old 93.62 100.00 -
3) 5.5 years old 2.13 0.00 -
4) 6 years old 2.13 0.00 -
10. Tuition fee per hour
1) 700 baht 2.13 0.00 -
2) 800 baht 65.96 71.05 -
3) 900 baht 17.02 28.95 :
4) 1,000 baht 12.77 0.00 -
5) 1,250 baht 2.13 0.00 -
11. Working hours assigned for piano teachers Not specify Not specify -
12. Number of piano teachers needed in the school
1) 1-5 63.83 71.05 -
2) 6-10 29.79 28.95 -
3) More than 10 6.38 0.00 -
13. Payment rate for teachers per hour
1) 1-299 baht 23.40 26.32 0.00
2) 300-399 baht 72.34 73.68 16.13
3) More than 399 baht 4.26 0.00 83.87
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Schools in Schools in University
Bangkok Metropolitan students’
Topics
n = 47 (%) region interest
n = 38 (%) n = 31 (%)
14. Minimum level of music education for teachers
1) Grade 6-8 89.36 28.95 -
2) Bachelor’s degree in music 10.64 0.00 -
3) Not specify 0.00 71.05 -
15. Minimum teaching hours per day
1) Not specify 27.66 28.95 48.39
2) 3 hours 63.83 71.05 3.23
3) 4 hours 2.13 0.00 0.00
4) 5 hours 4.26 0.00 9.68
5) 6 hours 2.13 0.00 38.71
16. Other benefits
1) None 72.34 73.68 25.81
2) Tea and coffee 4.26 0.00 6.45
3) Food 2.13 0.00 22.58
4) Teacher training and life insurance 21.28 26.32 45.16
17. Teacher selection criteria Performance Performance
skills in various skills in various
musical styles, musical styles,
teaching teaching
principle and principle and
attitude, being attitude, being
on-time, on-time,
professional professional
appearance appearance
and teaching and teaching
skills skills

2. anwaEnsinuvesaglugatiudeutsly

NNHETIINUANBUTVRIAS LUUANTIVHIIUASWATUS UM (Table 2) nuindeyarivaainguilniy
paneiu Inefiiiles 50% Aisipsnsegduminmuussd ety weellydinsnyeea uUSua waALAWSS a1150
douLLINAIAVIAINTIANE WALENINTOADIAYINUALAS U 9 iR anumadulanle TnelidnunlumsdsinE oy

dhsaumsudaduiaznisaauinsale wenanilagiaeulivanenwuazaauininiiasduifesmsguiu
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Table 2 Job’s requirement of piano schools in Bangkok in 2023-2024

Source: by author

Schools in Schools in University
Bangkok Metropolitan students’
Demands for piano teachers n = 47 region Interest
(%) n =38 n =31

(%) (%)
1. Full-time teacher 49.47 46.71 62.10
2. Teach in various styles other than classical music 69.15 73.68 a6.77
3. Teach in weekdays 62.77 61.84 67.74
4. Having bachelor’s degree in music 91.49 95.39 65.32
5. Teach music history, music theory, ear training, etc. 86.17 94.74 28.23
6. Teach other instruments besides piano 72.34 89.47 79.84
7. Prepare students for competitions 95.74 100.00 85.48
8. Prepare students for grade examinations 97.34 100.00 85.48
9. Teach multiple rooms simultaneously 48.94 63.16 31.45
10. Teach all year without break 90.43 94.08 51.61
11. Teach regularly in long weekends 93.09 98.68 34.68
12. Having one year of experience in piano teaching 97.34 100.00 73.39
13. Having prizes from piano competitions 70.74 64.47 54.03
14. Currently performing regularly 57.45 56.58 63.71
15. Teach in foreign languages other than English 80.32 81.58 53.23
16. Stay in the job for at least one year 85.11 84.21 75.00
17. Teach 3-5 years old students 93.62 100.00 68.55

3. nsiSsuiiisudnuausialuvesanufnuluangamwaviuasiuUuama

rndeyadnunziiluresanudnudraiu wudeunndnsiu feil aniuluumnganne azdimstvun
AlmsAnuduausETusngn 68 luvaeianuluaiuamaliismuassiuauainsadudelures
AR aeu (Figure 24) winanndudulvg aglddeluwuudnlsviluieaseu egrelsfiauiivisanduluin
nzamne WunsudBeludugunsaivdnlunsidsunisaeu (Figure 28) uenaniisslisuduiianisuluin
Ny fkadsialanwiunitUSunma W ﬁmqamﬁuﬁé’mwmL%auqm:i’] 1,000 Uw/Alas (Figure 2C) uag

fuaniunineameuunuAgIINATY 400 1n/4lus (Figure 20)



MAHIDOL MUSIC 12 VOL. 8 NO. 1
JOURNAL JANUARY - JUNE 2025

>
vy

100 [ | Bangkok 150 Il Bangkok
[ Metropolitan [C] Metropotitan
S 8o ~ 00
g S
! _ &
©
o o
g 60 5 50
o
£ <
c - 5
= a0 £
—_ 1%
S g 4
¢}
£ Q 3
S 20 S
v w2
|| .
1] 0
Grade 6-8 Degree in music Not specify Upright piano Grand piano
100 = 100 =
|| Bangkok - Bangkok
—_ [ Metropolitan —_ O Metropolitan
§ 80 § 80+
@ — © ]
o o
© 60-1 © 60-
[} ]
< <
=1 =
£ 40 £ 404
vy )
] 4 )
[} [+]
£ 204 9 204
(%] I [¥]
wnod . n
0 _— o |
900

700 800 21000 <300 300-400 >400

Figure 2 Comparison of piano schools in Bangkok and metropolitan areas
A) Minimum music education levels B) Types of piano in the classroom
C) Tuition fee (baht/hour) D) Teacher’s paid rate (baht/hour)

(*** P < 0.001, unpaired t-test)

Source: by author
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W OLUTEUEUATLLANA 199839 NABINT TIE M sanTuuasinAnwnnmaaemany Anugideds
lawSeuiisutoyavemaeingulagldada unpaired t-test (Figure 3) wuamuansnsluvaneau lawn 1) {9
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1 d' Y} 1 (74 d' Yo d' :j =l T ¥ 1 v d‘
mMsdeuwinials 4) andudiulngdeinisasiaeuldsailiswasnnWlsglidnsaiugisinnisaeunienuny
I a 1 a, d{' a wva a 1 LY =1 v =1 ¥ va 1 v
WUNLAY WU Uaau mimmmwalﬂﬂgummimmumLﬂunmmu LAUNANYNTIAINANUADINTT ALY 9NN
msaeued 5) annUudnlvgiiianudeinislirgaunsaaeulaniuundlugiciungaenimuusemdising 9 ki
) = ' & ¢ o & ) 9 ) oA a a
Juumenallnduazansius setladsidmanaselsvesaatulazanunaiiodunsiseunisasu luvaen
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6 Nawapan Aung-Insombut and Prasert Intarak, “Music School Management a Case Study of Superstar Academy,” Journal of Educational
Administration, Silpakom University 9, no. 1 (July-September 2018): 87-100. (in Thai)
" Klen Boonyanant, “Curriculum Development Guidelines of Bachelor of Education in Music Education Program for Rajabhat Universities”

(Master’s thesis, Chulalongkorn University, 2019), 159. (in Thai)
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