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Abstract

This study aims to (1) distinguish tribal wisdom, symbols of value and unique tribal
identities, (2) apply native tribal designs for graphic design and product development in
order to increase creativity in accordance with contemporary designs for souvenirs and (3)
evaluate and identify product tastes for contemporary decorative items and souvenirs for
consumers. The study researched consumers’ acknowledgment of identifying features and
significance. The sample group used in the research were comprised of (1) targeted clients
for studying souvenir product type demand, consisting of 100 clients; (2) targeted clients
for testing new products, consisting of 100 clients; and (3) experts on identity attributes,
graphic design and product design, consisting of 3 experts. It was found that there were 3
ethnic groups in the Karen Ruam Mit Village: Karen, Akha and Hmong. Each group adjusted
their identities to suit changing social contexts for their own survival.

Studies related to the design of ethnic tribe fabric patterns research various
patterns on those fabrics, which can be traditional patterns from ancient times and
applications of various patterns. Tribal wisdom in Karen villages can be grouped into 56
designs, in which there are 21 Karen patterns, 12Hmong patterns, and 22 Akha patterns.
Researchers collected data from documents and from practical applications to be used as

a basis to analyze demand and to summarize consumer needs and attitudes in various
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aspects, which is then considered when creating designs to suit the target group. Souvenir
pattern designs have been defined in 10 different types of souvenirs. Consumer satisfaction
with Karen Ruam Mit Village tribal wisdom souvenirs in terms of product design based on
contemporary styles were classified by performance (highest levels of satisfaction).
Products with “highest” levels of satisfaction were ranked as follows: Shawls were ranked
in 1st place (X 4.42); cloth bags were ranked in 2nd place (X 4.34); T-shirts and clothing
were ranked in 3rd place (X 4.23); and neckties were ranked in 4th place (X 4.22).
Products with “high” levels of satisfaction were ranked as follows: Cushions were ranked
in 5th place (X 4.17); souvenir glasses were ranked in 6th place (X 4.12); Akha tribal
jewelry was ranked in 7th place (X 4.00); Hmong tribal jewelry was ranked in 8th place (
X 3.68); Karen tribal set 1 was ranked in 9th place (X 3.66). When comparing results of
satisfaction levels for different types of Karen Ruam Mit Village souvenirs according to the
popularity of traditional and contemporary styles, it was found that satisfaction levels of
contemporary style souvenirs had higher average satisfaction levels than traditional styles.

Keywords: Tribal Wisdom / Graphic Design / Souvenir product
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