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Abstract

The purposes of this study are (1) to compare the learning outcome of the
students who use additional English pronunciation exercise between the pre-test and post-
test and, (2) to examine the attitudes towards English pronunciation via additional English

pronunciation exercises.

The participants in this study were 30 students at Matthayom 2 who were
studying in second semester of academic year 2016 at Muang Somdet School, Kalasin
province. The study choose 30 participants from total 120 students by using purposive
sampling method. The research instruments comprised of the study are additional English
pronunciation exercises, the pronunciation of pre-test and post-test and attitudes

questionnaire.

Data collection was conducted for 2 hours a week and spent time for 10 weeks
in total. The pre-test was used before the experiment to obtain the base scores. During the
experiment, the students were trained by additional English pronunciation exercises. After
that the students were tested for the outcome by the post-test to assess the improvement.
The data was analyzed by the statistic including the percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and t-test.

The finding of the study revealed that the mean score of the pronunciation post-
test was significantly higher than the mean score of the pre-test at p<0.05. Students
pronounced words more correctly. It showed that students have confidence on
pronunciation and have good attitude about learning speaking through practicing with

additional English exercises.
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Introduction

English skills development are a multifaceted learning process targeting to
achieve their fluency on listening, speaking, reading, and writing. It is confirmed that the
efficiency to communicate in English has variety benefits to students in terms of studying in
advance, learning culture, connection, working, and others. The good attitude for
communication in English can help students achieve their knowledge and self-development
in learning English better.

According to this importance of English, the researchers try to do literature review
about what the problems of learning English are. It was found that the most important
problem other than problem from teachers, students, or teaching technique is wrong
pronunciation (Kewley and Dalby, 1999). The problem of wrong or unclear pronunciation
affect to the confidence on speaking and also might cause them communicate with wrong
meaning (Lord, 2005). This problem is otherwise difficult to solve when students grow up.
The causes might occur from unrecognized of teaching phonetics to learners, students have
bad attitude to English, not enough teaching materials, and some students have physical
dysfunction (Lord, 2008).

Oral reading is necessary to emphasize on the correctly intonation, phonetic, and
pronunciation. Oral reading certainly related to the understanding of audience. The reader
should pronounce words clearly including understanding how to pause, stress, and express
texts’ meaning to the audience completely (Rasinski and Zutell, 2009). Oral reading can help
learners have consciousness on pronunciation as they need linking sounds and sentence
stress. The study of Chaloeisub (1988) indicated that practicing reading activities arouse
learners has awareness on basic word stress. Learners would be fun with intonation, link
sound, sentences stress, and other strategic of English pronunciation. As a result, learners
will have more confidence on speaking English when they have got enough practicing
(Drover and Stacey, 2002).

However, teaching method and students’ attitude are the important key to
improve students’ pronunciation. Louise Spear-Swering (2009) cited that word spelling is
another problem that affected to pronunciation in young learners, so it is possible that Thai
teacher might adapt the approach of teaching word spelling with pronunciation. Tedtom
(2008) mentioned that reading skill is related to word spelling. It was found that students
who knew how to spell words are also knew how to pronounce it. The attitude of English
learning can be the cause of pronunciation because students need confidence on speaking.
Therefore, teachers become the important key to make a class fun and motivate students

to practice reading with additional exercises (Louise Spear-Swering 2009).
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Allin all, the pronunciation is recognized to become the main skill to improve on
students. The researchers realized that students in M 2, at Muang Somdet School need to
be practiced on additional pronunciation English exercises along with giving good attitudes
on learning English which is believed that this way would help them improve their English
skill.

Research Objectives

1) To compare the learning outcome of the students who use additional English
pronunciation exercise between the pre-test and post-test

2) To examine the attitudes towards English language learning via additional

English pronunciation exercises

Research Methodology

The participants of the study were chosen by a purposive sampling technique.
They were 30 students at M 2 Muang Somdet secondary school who were studying in

second semester of academic year 2016.

The research instruments employed in this study are: 1) the pre-test and

posttest, 2) additional English pronunciation exercises and 3) attitudes questionnaire.

The study was conducted during the second semester of the academic year 2016
at M2 students Muang Somdet School, Kalasin province. This study employed the
experimental research. The participants did the pre-test at the first week. After that they
were trained on additional English pronunciation exercises at week 2-9. At last week,
participants did the post-test including the attitudes questionnaire. The procedure spent ten
week collecting the data. The additional English pronunciation exercises consisted of 7 units.

In each unit, it would be included warm-up activities, reading practice and the pre-test and

post-test.
Table 1 Contents and objectives of additional English pronunciation exercises.
Unit Name of Issues Objectives Learning
No.
1. | Consonants in English - Students be able to determine the similarity
2. Initial Consonant in English | and difference of initial consonant and final
3. | Final Consonant in English | consonant by specific words
4. | Short Vowels in English - Students be able to determine the similarity
5. Long Vowels in English and difference of vowels by specific words
6. Diphthongs in English - Students be able to pronounce words correctly.
7. Stress in English
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The contents of each unit were created appropriately for M2 students. The
exercises combined variety and challenge activities for learners; for example, working in
pairs, group demonstration, and role play. All students were tested for the pre-test in each
unit first. Then pronunciation activities were trained to the students until they can pass the
post-test of each unit. The lesson focused on pronouncing the similarity and difference of
initial consonant, final consonant, short vowels, long vowels and diphthongs. All participants
passed all the test of each unit so it showed that they can pronounce word correctly.

This process of teaching pronunciation, teacher needs to well prepare about
activities used in class. Class environment is another important key for learners so the
activities such as ice breaking before the class is very important. Otherwise, the activities
used in class focus on the tasks that all students have to be fun, challenge, and feel relax to
read words out loud. Teacher needs to make sure that all students can pronounce words
correctly by the post-test of each unit. After all finishing seven units of training, all
participants obtained a post-test again. Finally, the participants were asked to complete the
attitude questionnaire to find out their feeling or attitude toward additional English
pronunciation exercises. The process of creating this study however was concluded in the

figure below.

Figures 1 Process of creating the research by using additional English pronunciation exercises
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Finding Research and Discussion

In this section, the results show t-test for proficiency test between the pre-test and
post-test and descriptive statistics of data for attitudes on using additional English

pronunciation exercises.

Table 2 The pre-test and post-test of additional English pronunciation exercises result

Test n Mean SD t P
Pre-test 30 8.89 2.17 21.07 .000
Post-test 30 16.00 1.60

Table 2 shows the mean score of the pre-test and post-test were (M = 8.89) and
(M = 16.00) respectively. The mean score shows obviously that the post-test had higher
mean score than the pre-test after the participants were trained by additional English
pronunciation exerises. The results showed that there is a significant difference between the
pre-test and post-test at p > .05. This result could be implied that the participants had an
improvement on better pronunciation. The participants passed the appropriate process of
practicing pronunciation which cause them learn how to pronounce words correctly along
each unit. The finding is congruent with the study of Chuthai (1979) indicated that creating a
challenge and fun exercises for students can motivate students to improve their learning.
Otherwise, the finding is also consistent with Moesri (2016)’s study which showed that
additional exercises about pronunciation is able to help learners have motivation and

strategic to improve their speaking.

The finding of attitudes questionnaire revealed that the experimental group
expressed positive attitudes about practicing pronunciation by additional exercises (X =
3.40). Most students perceive the usefulness of additional English pronunciation exercises.
They agreed that this approach aroused them have fun with participating in class. The
participants who passed all units could pronounce words correctly and could appreciate to
learn English language. The participants felt challenge and enthusiastic to practice
pronunciation. This finding related to Torai (2014)’s study which indicated that a good
attitude about learning English can help learners improve their challenge of speaking. The
attitude on pronunciation is an important key for learners to practice English by themselves.
Therefore, this result indicated that the participants had good attitudes on pronunciation

which cause them had an improvement in English test.
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Figure 2 Procedure of research study results
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The finding of the study revealed that participants had higher mean score of the post-test

than pre-test and had positive attitudes toward additional English pronunciation exercises.

Suggestions

1) This additional English pronunciation exercises can be developed in advance by
focusing on the process that enable to be integrated for other standard of students such as
happiness, behaviors, or talents.

2) There should design a different activity to improve pronunciation of the student.

3) The variety of teaching strategies that related with this additional English

pronunciation exercises would be excellent for teacher.
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