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Abstract

During the reign of King Rama V, Phra Kru Thep Munee Srisuwantupapibal (Venerable
Pal) — the monk who was born in Nakhon Sri Thammarat province and later attained to his
monkhood at Wat Phra Chetuphon Vimolmangklararm (Wat Pho) in Bangkok-walked from
Bangkok to Nakhon Sri Thammarat in Southern Thailand to restore Wat Phra Mahathat
Woramahawihan (also called Wat Phra That Nakhon Sri Thammarat) in which it was then

dilapidated.

*ﬁﬂizmumuwﬁﬂ (Corresponding Author) Venerable Pal : the monk who walked from Bangkok to Nakhon Sri Thammarat to restore
Email : somchaya55@gmail.com Wat Phra That Nakhon Sri Thammarat
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Ven. Pal also led rural villagers and many people from many places to join his
restoration of Wat Phra That Nakhon Sri Thammarat throughout 3 years, without any support
from the central government in Bangkok. His dedicative story went famous and King Rama V
ordered Prince Damrong Rajanubhab, the King’s younsger brother, went to Nakhon Sri
Thammarat to observe Ven. Pal’s restoration mission. Prince Damrong realized that this monk
was very sincere and dedicative to do his mission. After that, Prince Damrong reported to the
royal court and the King promoted Ven. Pal to be ranked in the Theravada Buddhist Hierarchy,
by then titled Phra Kru Thep Munee Srisuthammarat.

Keyword : Pal, Wat Phra That Nakhon Sri Thammarat
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